
remain attached to the traditional
way of life, in touch with nature
and the environment. An increasing
number of Indian bands and indi-
viduals are active in the fields of
tourism and open-air recreation.
Fishing operations are, of necessity,
being modernized, so as to be able
to compete commercially, and
fishermen have formed numerous
co-operatives. The number of agri-
cultural co-operatives has also
increased somewhat, particularly
for gathering wild rice.

The traditional arts and crafts
are stili an important source of rev-
enue. Art and craft items made by
Indians are sold commercially,
which provides an important sup-
plementary income for those
producing them. A number of new,
non-traditional produots have been
developed from traditional models
and designs.

Many of these programs are
conducted in co-operation with
other federal departments, provin-
cîi governiments and private
organizations.

Assistance is in the form of
loans, grants, boan guarantees,
technical and management advice
and specialized training. The boans,
grants and guarantees are provided
from the Indian Economic Develop-
ment Fund.

The branch provides assistance
in carrying out economic-develop-
ment projects by supplying the
Indians with a basic infrastructure
and professional and technical
services.

The branch is abso responsible
for the administration of Indian
reserves and surrendered lands, as
well as the administration of certain
categories of Indian estates.


