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(M. de Rivero, Peru)

«ee There is no valid reason to justify the indefinite postponement of the
start of negotiations. Nor are member States of the Conference on Disarmament
in a position to sacrifice deep-seated positions of principle, based on
democratic sentiments of their peoples, while awaiting the bon vouloir of one
or two delegations. Starting negotiations on a CTBT does not necessarily
oblige member States of the Conference on Disarmament to conclude a treaty in
six months or a year. As in the area of chemical weapons, where nobody doubts
the good faith of the States that are represented here, negotiations on a CTBT
could very well take a few years to reconcile positions that are still
divergent as regards the structure and scope of the future CTBT.

Nevertheless, my delegation is concerned that a degree of intolerance and
inflexibility persists with regard to a matter that would in no way tie the
hands of member States, but does definitely jeopardize the realization of an
aspiration that is based on international law and the demands of the peoples
of other countries and the obligations incumbent on members of the Conference
on Disarmament.



