38. To help developing countries deal with past
damage and to encourage them to take environ-
mentally desirable action, economic incentives
may include the use of aid mechanisms and spe-
* cific transfer of technology. In special cases,
Official Development Assistance (ODA) debt
forgiveness and debt for nature swaps can play a
useful role in environmental protection.

We also emphasize the necessity to take into
account the interests and needs of developing
countries in sustaining the growth of their econo-
mies and the financial and technological require-
ments to meet environmental challenges.

39. The depletion of the stratospheric ozone
layer is alarming and calls for prompt action.

We welcome the Helsinki conclusions related,
among other issues, to the complete abandonment
of the production and consumption of chloro-
fluorocarbons covered by the Montreal protocol as
soon as possible and not later than the end of the
century. Specific attention must also be given to
those ozone-depleting substances not covered by
the Montreal protocol. We shall promote the
development and use of suitable substitute sub-
stances and technologies. More emphasis should be
placed on projects that provide alternatives to
chloro-fluorocarbons.

40. We strongly advocate common efforts to
limit emissions of carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases, which threaten to induce climate
change, endangering the environment and ulti-
mately the economy. We strongly support the
work undertaken by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, on this issue.

We need to strengthen the worldwide network
of observatories for greenhouse gases and support
the World Meteorological Organization initiative
to establish a global climatological reference
network to detect climate changes.

41. We agree that increasing energy efficiency
could make a substantial contribution to these
goals. We urge international organizations con-
cerned to encourage measures, including economic
measures, to improve energy conservation and,
more broadly, efficiency in the use of energy of all
kinds and to promote relevant techniques and
technologies.

We are committed to maintaining the highest
safety standards for nuclear power plants and to
strengthening international cooperation in safe
operation of power plants and waste management,
and we recognize that nuclear power also plays an
important role in limiting output of greenhouse
gases.

42. Deforestation also damages the atmosphere
and must be reversed. We call for the adoption of
sustainable forest management practices, with a
view to preserving the scale of world forests. The
relevant international organizations will be asked
to complete reports on the state of the world’s
forests by 1990.

43. Preserving the tropical forests is an urgent
need for the world as a whole. While recognizing
the sovereign rights of developing countries to
make use of their natural resources, we encourage,
through a sustainable use of tropical forests, the
protection of all the species therein and the tradi-
tional rights to land and other resources of local
communities. We welcome the German initiative
in this field as a basis for progress.

To this end, we give strong support to rapid
implementation of the Tropical Forest Action Plan
which was adopted in 1986 in the framework of
the Food and Agricultural Organization. We
appeal to both consumer and producer countries,
which are united in the International Tropical
Timber Organization, to join their efforts to
ensure better conservation of the forests. We
express our readiness to assist the efforts of nations
with tropical forests through financial and techni-
cal cooperation, and in international organizations.

44. Temperate forests, lakes and rivers must be
protected against the effects of acid pollutants
such as sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides. It is
necessary to pursue actively the bilateral and
multilateral efforts to this end.

45. The increasing complexity of the issues
related to the protection of the atmosphere calls
for innovative solutions. New instruments may be
contemplated. We believe that the conclusion of a
framework or umbrella convention on climate
change to set out general principles or guidelines is
urgently required to mobilize and rationalize the
efforts made by the international community. We
welcome the work under way by the United
Nations Environment Program, in cooperation
with the World Meteorological Organization,
drawing on the work of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change and the results of other
international meetings. Specific protocols contain-
ing concrete commitments could be fitted into the
framework as scientific evidence requires and
permits.

46. We condemn indiscriminate use of oceans as
dumping grounds for polluting waste. There is a
particular problem with the deterioration of
coastal waters. To ensure the sustainable manage-
ment of the marine environment, we recognize the
importance of international cooperation in preserv-
ing it and conserving the living resources of the
sea. We call for relevant bodies of the United
Nations to prepare a report on the state of the
world’s oceans. _

We express our concern that national,
regional and global capabilities to contain and
alleviate the consequences of maritime oil spills be
improved. We urge all countries to make better
use of the latest monitoring and clean-up technolo-
gies. We ask all countries to adhere to and imple-
ment fully the international conventions for the
prevention of oil pollution of the oceans. We also
ask the International Maritime Organization to
put forward proposals for further preventive
action.
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