
4. .The Conference  of. the Parties shall, at its first meeting, establish a 
programme of work, in particular with regard to the items contained in . 
Annex XII hereto. The Conference of the Parties shall also decide on the 
method of work, including the use of national centres and cooperation with 
relevant international organizations and thé establishment of a system with a 
view to facilitating the implementation of this Convention, in particular fur 
mutual assistance in the event of an industrial accident, and building upon 
pertinent existing activities within relevant international organizations. As 
part of the programme of wOrk, the Conference of the Parties shall review 
existing national, regional and international centres, and other bodies and 
programmes aimed at coordinating information and efforts in the prevention of, 
preparedness for and response to Industrial accidents, with a view to 
determining what additional'international institutions or centres may be 
needed to carry out the tasks listed in Annex XII. 

5. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first meeting, commence 
consideration of procedures to create more favourable conditions for the 
exchange of technology for the prevention of, preparedness for and response to 
the effects of industrial accidents. 

6. The Conference of the Parties shall adopt guidelines and criteria to 
facilitate the identification of hazardous activities for the purposes of this-
Convention. 

Article 19  
• 

RIGHT TO VOTE 

1. .Except as provided for in paragraph 2 of this Article, each Party to this 
Convention shall have one vote. 

2. Regional economic integation organizations as defined in Article 27 
shall, in matters within their competence, exercise their right to vote with a 
number of votes equal to the number of their member States which are Parties 
to this Convention. Such organizations shall not exercise their right.to vote . 
if their member States exercise theirs, and vice versa. 

Article 20 

SECRETARIAT 

The Executive Secretari of the Economic.Commission for Europe shall carry 
out the following secretariat functions: 

(a) Convene and prepare meetings of the Parties; 

(b) Transmit to the Parties., reports and other information received in 
- accordance with the provisions of this Convention; 

(c) Such other functions as may be determined by the Parties. 


