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Census to help governmrrent and business plan future operations

June 3 is census day in Canada and across
the country census takers are surveying
Canadians about their lifestyles and
households.

The census in Canada is held once
every ten years and is this country's
largest survey undertaking. It is the only
survey which collects information about
every person living in Canada.

More than eight million househ olds are
being asked to complete the census ques-
tionnaire. In addition Canada's 340,000
farmners are also being asked to take part
in the census of agriculture, conducted
at the samne time. Ail households will
answer questions on age, sex, marital
status, language, type of dwelling and
whether the dweling is owned or rented.

A sample of households - one in five
- will answer additional questions on
topics such as education, migration, in-
corne, housing, labour-force participation
and occupation.

Farmers will respond to census of agri-
culture questions on such topics as land
use and farmn tenure, farm business prac-

most provinces to local govemment are
based on census data, which is used by
municipalities to assess the need for corn-
munity programs.

Businesses also use census information
in their employment plans, in selecting
new sites and in mnarket analyses for their
goods and services.

Health planners use the information
gathered in the census to plan health care
needs, site selections for hospitals and
medîcal research programs.

Important to economnic planners, both
public and private, is census data on the
number, location and skils of Canadian
workers, together with data on ages,
education, income, sex and marital statub.
Census information is also vital to the
operations of many social service pro-
grams.

In the field of education, school boards
use population figures by age groups and
ethnic origin to project student enrol-
ments and to determine the needs for
new school construction, including
minority-language schools in bilingual

$300 a year for each person missed in
the census. In turn transfer payments by
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