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New Brunswick Sehools of the Oldeni Time.

By W. 0. RAYMOND, In, &

Tua GLu PARISH SOEOOL.

Before wa prooeed te consider the enigin snd
growth et parish sohools, a f ew general remarke about
old echoolu snd echoolmaetere may lie of interest te
the readers of the EDUOÂTXO2IÂL REVIrsw.

The qualificatLions of the old scoel-niaster, as a
ruie, voie net of a very high order, aud ho vas gen-
erally equal te the duty expected ef hlm, sinceonet-
side the tevua littie vas deuired by echolar or parent
beyond the rudiments of education. The teacher's
ssisry vau very amalil, and his position by no meaus a
a deuirahie one for a man ef retlned taste aud feelings.
Tu illustrate the peint:-In the winter of 1778-9,
David Burpee taught a scoel in that part of the
township ef Maugerville, nov knovu as Sheffield.
Hi8 Bcholare vore te psy hum three shillings, oleven-
pence half-penny per nienth. From his acceunts it
appears that onIy soyen oholare paid tuitien, aitheugh
it is likely a geod many more attended scheol. The
tuition vau paid in a variety of preduce, work,' grain,
leather, musquaui-skins, rmm, hauling bay and
making shoes. He. bandled but ton shillings cash

to be bearded, waahed and lodged by ail the inhabitants in
turu? One week in a comfortable farm bouse, the next ini
a mis erabie log hut-the food, buckwheat-the waehing,
littie, the lodgîng, the fourth bed lu the fourth corner of
the one reom; he eau know neither comfort, nor cleanliness,
nor deeency. He cannot study, he cannot bave one mo-
ment to himseli, and wben the Iatiguiug laborb of the day
are ever, wben lie requirea rest and quiet te raise hie flag-
ging spirits, lie findB that he i8 in the way, and unweieeme
at the tireside; that he i8 looiced upon aa a lazy feilow if he
dos net chop woed and fetch water, or at ail evente nurse
the baby. In the. face of all thie, it is extremely dimEcult
te suggest plans for the improvement of the educationai
syetem of the. province."

One more extract va take frein the. report of Pro-
fesser d'Avray, showing the not uncom mon exporience
of the teacher in the active duties of his calling;

11The school houe le a very insufficient eue;- in summer
too hot, lu winter toc, vold: it leaks in rainy weather, admite
the. wlnd sud the snow when it storme, the. chimney
smokes; ail thie is bad; lie cemplains sud ebtains fair pro-
mises of improvement ln due seaeon. The. chidren have no
books, no siates, ne pencile, ne paper, ne peus. MEe ske
for a black-board aud a map; ail ties. things shall be pro-
eured in time, aud meanwhile h. muet de the beet lie eau.
The atteudance le vory irregular, the. children corne aud stay
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