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111E Janulary numibcr of .J.cdcn.is>s D. Russell

jack, editor, is-a finely illustratud Ilunll1)cr, colmplet-

Ille, its story of the Deoît laîplain terceniteni-

ary celebration at Anunapolis, St. Johin, and St. Croix

in Junc last. Acadiensis, in tlîis and the preccding

nunîibers lias donc1 à notable service in bianding

dowvn a record of, this bîstoric event.

'r'ItE recent destruction by firc of thec premnises

and stock of thc wcll knowvn publishing bouse of

J. & A. MlcMillan, St. Jolhn, lias caused a %vide-

spread feeling of regret. Silice the establishment of

this firmi, more than three-quarters of a century ago,

it lias siaffered severe calaniities by fire, but its

reverses have always been met with that spirit of
determination which overconies every obstacle. Aud

it xvill be so iii the presenýf case.

PROFESSOR JAMES W. ROBERTSON hias resigned
the couînîiissic>n.ersbiip of agriculture under the

Donminion goverument and -vill hcenceforth devote

luniiseîf to carrying out a comprehiensive project of

rural edulcationl iii Canada. For this Sir Williami

2dacdonald's wealth will be placed f reely at bis dlis-

posal. A large farm, consisting Of 700 acres, lias
been purchiased on Mdontreal Island. Ilere w'ill be

erected irr the near future buildings and laboraý!orics

fuilly equipped for training frbousands of students in

agriculture, stock-raising, nature work, manuial

training and .domestic science. And this is only

.nnIl Cleinient in tbe scienc whiclb two sagacious and

far-sccing men bave in ndncld for tbe betternient of

rutral education in Canada.

Opening of the Macdonald, School, Kingston,
Newý Brunswýick.

Onthe 9 th of November last the pretty littie vil-

linge of Kingston, Kings County, was the scene of a

gatlbering that miarked thiedawn of a new era in rural

sdîl education in New Brunswick. On that day

the MNacdonald Consolidated School was fornîally

O>1 ened in tlîe presence of a large assembly of people,
imng wbionî werc members of the provincial gov-

<rnrent andl board-çf edulcation, and persons froni

far and near gathéred to witness an inîpre'ssive
siglt The interest lay, not so nîucb in tbe fine new

scblool building th-at crowuedl a knoll overlooking a
scelle of rare nattural beauity, lior in the effective
e(lil)mient for th'le first tinie enîployed at this place
for edutcational purposes, but in tbe groups of

briglit, happy and well drcssed children who were

brouiglit f rom Itheir homes on that crisp auturnn

inorning in covered vans, and in admirable order
1(x)k tlir Ilaccs Ini the coinfortablc well furnislied
scliool rooilns, 1 rovided by the gcnerosity of. one
k. rge-lIîarte I bene factor.

And througliout tlizt day as the visitors went
f roirooni to rooni and observcd the work of. the
school thcy wvere no less interested in the quality of
tuie instruction given, and thc opportunities for chil-
Orenl's mlinds to uinfold amnid suchi happy influences.
\\, hat a contrast to the poorly constructed, ill-furn-

i.1,led schiool roonis that thiese children had left a few

lnuntlis bxefore; and lîow one wisihed that such oppor-
timitdes could bc given to the chidren of every

rural coiinnityN thiroughiout Canada; and that

cvery teaclier could bcecncouraged to prepare for
;11u(1 enter ulpon teaching as a life work with sucli

inducenients as this schiool affords.
.Àlthoulgh the scIio6l had been iii operation but

a littie over twvo ninthis, there was evidence o>f

efficient organization on the part of Principal Hamn-

ilton and'bis capable associate teachers, and a united

Jesire on tie part of parents and children to niake

the, grcatcstpossiI)lC lise of thecir advantages. The

seven li$tricts xvbicbi were consolidated to form, the

central qcbool are average rural districts such as are

t(, be foulnd in New Eruinswick. -Under the old
systemi the total number of pupils registered in these
seven districts was 125, with an -average attendance

Of 55, or 44z per cent. The registration at the new
central school is 16:2, with an average attendance of

149, or 92 per cent. Wliat an instructive conipar-

Tbc large assenibly haill of the building wvas filled
iii the afternoon and again in the evening by parents,
children, and visitors f rouii a distance to listen

te the addresses of Professor Robertson, Premier

Tweedie, Clhef Superinitendent of Education, Dr.

Inch, and other prorninent educationists. The

occasion xvas an inspiriflg one and a deep impression
Aas left on the minds of the earnest and deeply
intcrested auditors.

1'rofessor Robertson's address was ont thatl

appealed to every one, for it concerned the children.

'l'le best appliances of education, the best teachers
sliould L- given tbeni. Even if it cost more than
undicer the old systemi what asset pf parents could

compare in valuie to the p.riceless treasures of their
children. And w'hat better inheritance could parents

Icave thieir children than a good education, in whicli

bady, niind and souil would be rightly developed.
An instance during thc course of his address show-

cd the keen synîpathy he hias for the welfare of chl-


