
CANAflIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL

CONVENTION 0F MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVES--
(Continued).
Hon. Walter Mitchell, Acting Minister of Municipal Affaire,
eaying that he would be represented at the meeting by Mr.
Oscar Morin,

The Council of Rimouski, expressed their regret at not
being represented, and. asked that the matter of the taxes
for automobiles, -temperance hotels, etc., being taken by
the Goverment, be enquired Into, as this course deprived
the Councils of much revenue that should belong to them.

Mr. Morin pointed out that this was a matter for the
Treasurer's Department, rather than for, the Municipal
Department.

Mayor M1artin, Montreal, asked the Deputy Minister to
explain how it was that the Government had taken upon
It.self to create the new Department of Municipal Affaire,
ard ta appoint a Minister and Deputy Minister for the De-
partment. He would very much like to know how it was
that such a very important step had been taken without
consultation with the various municipal authorities.

Mr. Morin anSwered that he was not present to offer
any explanation or reasons as to the action of ýthe, Gov-
ernment in creatirsg the new Law, but was only present
in order to bave the opportunity Of explaining how the
law was intended ta work.

Mayor, Martin was not wishfui he explained, to criticize
the Government, but mxerely desired to caîl to the Deputy's
attention the fact that this sbould have been submitte<i
to the municipalities. "I do not dispute the need for the
law, nor its perfection; it le a law that should have been
paýseed twenty yeare ago. But the wa.y in which it has
been passed gives the impression that we, the Mayors of
the different municipalities, do not know enough Vo carry
on aur administrative work properly."

The Chairman said tbat the principal point advanced by
Mayor Martin wae that he çvas satiefied with the new law.
"One cannot criticize the Government for a la'w whicb
one approves. If blame can rest anywhere, iV reste upon
the municlpalities whlch aRlowed the law Vo be passed
witbout ralsing a word about iV."

Other delegates said that it wauld flot be fair Vo attack
the Government for a law which bad pasesd througb Vbe
Legislature in tbe ordinary way of proceeding.

Mayor Thurber, Longueuil, called the attention cf the
meeting to the fact that the question of a Municipal De-
par Vment had been discussed at many Conventions of
the Union of Canadian Municipalities, and that resolu-
tions bad been nassed and eent to the Governrnent agkinoe

the Min ' ster of Municipal Affaire. Article 25 says: Mayor
Martin said that the department had taken over aIl the
Powers of administration of the munIcipalities. He le mis-
informned when he makes that statement. The department
has flot taken over a single item of administration. The
department does flot and cannot Interfere ln any way,
shape or, fo*rm with the administration and wlth the power
of autonomy which is entrusted to the' different munici-
palities. Gentlemen, those of you who are admninistrators
of municipalities, If you follow the law, If you remain wlth-
in the bounds of the law, the department of municipal
affairs will 'have no work to do, because so long as you
will remain within your powers and do things in the way
provided by law, the department has abesolutely nothing
to say to you, except to congratulate you, but where, the
department does etep in and Io expected to take action le
when the local administrators Ignore the law, overstep or
violate the iaw, through ignorance or even through - well,
1 will not .qu-alify it. It le in the interest of the tax-
payers and the Province, that somebody shall be there
to remind these gentlemen that they are lgnoring certain
dispositions of the law, and to bring themn back to their
duty. This-lethe sole aYbject of -the creation of the de-
partment, and if everybody bas the goodiwill and the
charity which shoul ,d reside in the bearts of our municipal
adminietrators 1 thlnk we wlll get along very well together
and our life wi be a very happy one. This explains to you
in biief Chapter 20. It bas to do with the creation of the
department, its role belng to see that you administer with-
ln the law. There are quite a numnber of cases tbrough-
out the different statutes where-the words Secretary of t'
Province have been changed to Minister of Municipal Afi-
faire. In~ future you should now address ta the depart-
ment of Municipal Affairs everythlng concerning Municipal
affaire, in the place of the Secretary of the Province.

The Deputy' Minister th*n, explaiswd Chapter 60 as
follows:

I'Chapter 60 creates a new chapter ln the Revised Statutes
of Quebec. 1 will take the first paragrapb (59561.) The
Minister of Municipal Affaire Inay, and it le bis dutY, to
audit the books of ail the munleipalitle.s of the Province,
even including Montreai if necessary. Ail the municipali-
tdes of the Province fall under this paragrapb, and the Min-
ister bas the power to send auditors and audit the books.
1 will pess to paragraph 5956n, which says that If the re-
port of the inspector shows such a condition of affaira
in the murlclpality as warrants summary action, the coun-
cil shail fortbwith, upon receipt of the report, take such
action thereon as May protect the interests of the muni -
cipaiity affected, and in default of the concil so doing
within thirty days from the receip.t of the report, any rate-
payer may take an action in law ta compel the council
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