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thte iirancial basis of tue paper, it is obvious tiiat the redac-
tion niust bave ant ef-let on tlîe Tr'easui'y for tbe piesent year,
as the beiioits looked for niust 1)0 of graduai developitient.
This being the case, tbien, it is to be hopcd thiat the friends and
supporters of TiiE VAtisrrv will niiake an effort to assist ns in
titis present saciiice for a future good by prompt cununiica-
tion with the Trcasurer.

COMMUNICATIONS.
THE~ Editors are not responisible for the opiniions of cor'respond-

ents. No notice will ho taken of unsigned contributions.

MATIIICULATION STAN DARDS.

To the Edilors of THIE VARSI'i'.

SIRs,-Permit me to mnake a few remarks in reference to
Matriculation Standards. Youî' editorial last week was, to
say tue least, inisleading.

So far as I undeî'stand the discussion, conîphaint is made,
and very genterally mnade, that the standard for Pass Matricu-
lation is abs urdly low. Very little, if anty, fault is found with
the standard for honours. Now, the High Sclîools and Col-
legiate Institutes are authorized aîmd prepared to fit candidates
for examination in aîîy of the Ilonoe' Courses at t-be MaLricu-
lation Exanîination. iMucli more, thon, are thry prepared to
fit candidates for the Pass Examination.

Tite only effeet that raising tbe standard for IPass would
bave upon the High Schools and Collegiate Inîstitutes would
be to keep students in attendance' foi' a longer period. Thte
schools are already doing bonour work iii ail thle departments
and no new burden would ho laid upon f-hemt by simply
demanding a lîîgber percentage for Pass.

Upon whoînt thon doos t-be biarne rest ? Assuredly not, as'

you affirrn, upon the Education Deparf-ment. *Wby, I have
beard a hoadînaster of long expeienco say that if- is easier to
prepare candidates for Pass Maf-iiculation, even at Toronto
University, titan for Third Class Corf-ticates front f-le
Education Departixent. In facf-, tbe Deparf-ment bas mnade
provision for f-be nocessary instruction and tho blamne for the
low standard rests wvholhy upon those wlîo bave control of the
Maf-riculation Exarnination.

Compare the prei'entage of candidates piucked at the Ma-
triculations witlî the percentage of thiose plucked at f-le Depart-
nmental Exaittiations.

Yours, etc.,
ALEX. H. GIBBAIID.

Branf-ford, MNardi l2tii, 1889.

MODERN AUTHORS IN THlE ENGLISII COUTRSE.

To the Editors of THE. VARSITY.

,Suiis,--Tlue tiîanks cf the -Modern Languamgc students are
due to you foi' f-le position yon bave assuuîted wif-iî teferenco

to tue study of coiîtettîporary autitois iii f-le Englisi Course.
To the efforts of TiirE, VAîîSITY in past years towards securing

a radical revision of the Modern Language Departntent we

douhthess owe our present hiappier circuistatîces. Evils still

exist, bowever, and f-be Sonate siîould bear of f-hemi from tîte

sf-udent's standpoint. A very gross errol', evidently, is f-le

disproportionate value attaclîod f-o polîtîcal istoî'y iii its me-

lationi to the Modernî Course, and it bas tittingly beei pr'o-

posed in your commnication columun to rolegate titis objection-
able portion cf 'bistory to its proper sphiereo f usefulness and

interest in f-le Politicai Science Depamtmoent. Tite vacancy

caused by f-be precipif-ate flighît of ail effete dynasties and

tyrannies would deînand a corresponding incroase of attention

to pure literamy iîistory, and onily to its pohiticai counter-

part wben eacb is lanîentably eînbroiled with f-ho other (to

tue detriment of bof-b).

Your editorial hast week was admirable and covered most of

the tlieoref-ical grourid. I should memely bave wrif-ten to thank

you for it, had 1 not thought f-bat a more practical examina-

tion of the question would ho profitable, and to that end lot us

examine f-le curriculunm.

I think the study 0f purely imaginative poets, U'olirîdge foi'
instance, is somlewlîat too adlvancedl to be of antiy advanitage
whiatever ini schooi preparations for' Matriculation. It seerns
even sacrilegious thus unappreciativcly to accustoni oneseif to
parse and punictuate eniotion, Tite early study of Shakespeare
suf-fers, it is true, front the saine ob jection, but it is not unwise
to obtain, even at an early age, a universally acknowledged
standard, by which to judge of the worth of ail literature iii ail
lands. But let not Coleridge ho attacked ia tiue presence of
those wbose poetical jud-nients are stili raw, with ail the un-
intentional virus that exodes frot pedantic ignorance. Let
scbool boys retain and love the descriptive and narrative por-
tions of their Byrons, Scotts anîd Thonisons, and of their
Sbakspere (for icasons before niienitioned).

Thte selectioxi of poots iii the first year is sensible. A con-
tinuation of Shakspere, an insighit gainied into the tirst birthi
of our literature, and a study of our nîiost classically refined
master. I simiply ask for a continuation of titis excellent con-
secutivo study of our poets, and resent the present incomplete-
iiess of a miethod wiîich denies us aid for insighit into the cul-
mination of ail past tendencies of the ages which wo have
tracked by the paths of their poots.

Wordsworth, Coleridge and Shelley are îiot considereci too
modern for a donial of admittance to the Fourth Year litera-
ture. These great naines unjustly, tiîougli hrilliantly, end the
chronological list of poets. Tite nantes of inîniiortal contenipo-
raries are not as yet, by virtue of their bearers' respective andi
ohliging demises, rendered suffhciently boly for conisideratioiî.
No greater rnistake of judgmient ivas eve mi iade. Tite works
of Tennysoni, Swinburne, Rossetti, and Browning dleîîand in-
stant and intelligent attention. In tbemn ie finid oui' passion-
ate strivings, boptes, and despairs, not incarnated, but spiritua-
lized for our spiritual guidance. In theni we find a continua-
tion of the, united effort of tbe early heroos of this century, and
a wortby înaturity it is of a glorious birtlî.

I have read Professor Alexander's work on Brownîing, and
all wbo have read it must feel the utmnost confidence iii bis
ahiiity to deal adoquatel y witb ai the intricate phases of con-
teînporary literature. He lias sbown critical discernment of a
highi order, and I feel sure that lie will appreciaite beauty
wherever it înay be found. Let not bis entbusiasm be train-
mielled with restrictions imposed by those wlîo do not profit iii
any way by lis teacbing. And above ah] Jet him seek bis own
way to do the greatest good, whicb cannot ho attained by coin-
pietely ignoring the poetry of our own particular getieration, a
period iii the world's iîistory wbose merits we surely shouid
rocognize witiî as inuch deligbit as our descendants of te titird
and fourtbi génerations of the centuries to be.

PLAMEnc(Anz.

RECEPT[ON TO THE FRESHMEN.

To ke Edifors of TuE VARSITY.

Sus Itrust that 1 shall he forgiven for lif;ýing up tny
stili sinall voice at tîtis eleventh bout', anid ahove ail 1, hope
titat nîy motives in wvriting ivill ixot ho inistakçen. My object
iii referringy to this suhýject is not to obtain a -i'epast of cakes
and cotièe, partial as 1 arn to those delicacies, iior yet to seek
to obtain for one brief evenîng, the company of niy seniors,
dearly as sucli an evening would be cherislîed in miy momory;
no, nîy object is to advance the interests of the undergradûate
body, which we ahi bave so niucb at heart, and to endeavour
to foster titat spirit of good-fellowsliip wlîich, if wo are to
believe the prophets, is in danger of extinction. Two years
ago, I arn told, the Seniors tendered an ovening " at homne"
to the thon Freshmen, the present Juniors, many of 'whomI
have bieard refer in glowing ternis to the success of the enter-
tainiment. Ever since October I have beon looking forward
to the possibility of our roceiving sinihar attentions, but ahas
in vain. Perbaps the Seniors are afraici we wouldn't corne!
I can re-assure tbom on that point. 1 wouhd ho willing to.
guarantee that ninety-five per' cent. of us would show up. I
believe, too, that with a littie persuasion the ladies might bo
induced to attend, for they have becoïme part and parcel of our
Chass of '92. Relying on your well-known iînpenetrability to
preserve mny incognito, I ani, yours etc.,

TyRo.


