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numnber of mixed mariages recorded in the recapitulations of the dio-

eses of Omaha and 1)es -Moines. No less than twenty-five per cent Of

ail mariages contracted in the 1)iocese of Omaba, and more than thir*

ty-three per cent in the Diocese of Des Moines, were &"mixed." Sure»

lV, it oannot be that in theseidioceses mixed inarriutges are encouiageà

by the ecclesiasti,,al authorities Hom-, then, are we to accounit for'

this abnormal percentage ?
Perbaps a few facts froin a record whichu 1 have kept of înixed'

marriages conlîng Nvithin niy personal experience as a priest will be,

helpful. ln 1912 1 was appointedl pastor of a congragation numberiflg.

sixty-three famnilies. ln *addition to theïse, 1 found wiibin the limnils of

my parisb twentv- nine " ought-to-be " families, of whom ninetees»

had forsaken the Church in consequence of mixed mai-ria 'ges. In the-

fail of 1915 1 wiis given charge of my present congregation. Withîfl

approxirnately a live-mile limit 1 bave twenty fallen.away famjlie9r

of which sixteen are -;mixed."
l)id the readers of the Fotuhti eciev, ever bepar of an Irish

Catholip becoming a German Lutheran ? 1 have such prodigy hieter

and the transforma;tion too< place when be took unto himseÏf a JLU-

theran wife. 11e and bis ive cbi]dren are faitlbful members of the Ger-

man Lutheran church.
TIhis and many similar facts go to show that mixed marriage0;

are an evil, and tbose wbo encourage instead of opposing, tbem, arO

belping to augment the leakage.
It is to be hoped that the correct number of mixed marriages f

aIl dioceseb of tbe Uniteci States will appear in tlue Officiai Directory-

for 1917. if truthfu]ly given, the grrand total will furnisbed food for'

reflection.

L'une des principales raisons pour lesquelles l'(piscopat et l

clergé canadiens. françýais luttent si énergiquement pour conserver le~

langue française au sein (le notre nationalité, &est pour préserver nOs-

fidèles de cette terriblF plaie des mariages mixtes. mal endémique qu

rongre les catholiques de langue anglaise du Canada autant (Oj

ceux des Etats-Ujnis. L'expérienýce démontre que la langue frarii

constitue pour notre peuple un heureux préservatif contre ce chail,

oede la foi du grand nombre des parties catholiques qui s*allitflt t

cles protestantes.

-- D'après le (jatholic Dir-eetoiuy de 11911$, le nombre des cath0oîi

ques en Angleterre et au pays'de Galles est estimé A un peu tu()'

de deux millions,, soit un vingtième ou cinq pour cent de la pop"]'-
tion totale.
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