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Current Topies.

Some of the extreme ultramontane French
journals of the Province of Quebec are dis-
satisfied with Mr. Laurier’s frank announce-
W g the is ft?r Canada first, and that his :Lir.n is t(.) build
*“Uribep;}]; Canadian state, not a French republic. As M.

© hag ¢ as a.lwa,fvs used the la,ngu;'],g"e he. nO\T' uses, and as

j“dice hf?flched his present high position in spite of the pre-
" 115 bold announcements were likely to create among

e . .
o People of his own race, it seems absurd to threaten him
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any evil consequences for speaking as he does.
charms of the Premier is his frankness, and it is
! fro, d .tl-lat no fear of personal consequences 'will .det?‘,r

B raising aloft the flag of a Canadian nationality in

whi |
Peg;c:; People of all races will stand on an equal footing as
Stat, $ legal and political privileges. This is the only

Pmanlike attitude, and it is one that all true Canadians
3Ppreciate and uphold.
The new Ministry at Ottawa would do well
to look closely into the whole land ques-
tion in the North-West Territory. Rail-
Omp(;onmpanies’ (.jOIOHiZa.tiOn companies, the Hudson Bay
est, ’lng’ :nd private owners hold a large amount of the
tlep wh(): Or purely speculative purposes. iI‘l.xe’ actuz’ml seb-
“n00cupi;3)es into 21‘ locality finds the lots zLde)lﬂm;,r h.ls ow‘n
thug gre%l' The inevitable hardships of pioneer life m'et
AN the Y aggravated. Settlers are kept fl'll‘thel' apmk
¥ should be. The erection and maintenance ©
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,.%Lre made needlessly burdensome. .
tlca‘ny impossible, No material pl'()s‘periby will
® the settler for this deprivation, which, u'nlelss
€ prol 8¢ t&k'eg place as the result of legislation, ls like ))
et oned mdeﬁnite]y To make matters WOTse the

er . .
©r who iy y well that he 13

addlng b 1 thus burdened knows perfect! 3
g | n Y his toil ang hardships to the value of the adjoin-
| . to a well-founded

a 1 ' .
lﬂcontem nfl this knowledge gives rise
With the whole system, The new Minister of
y W i . .
- oever he is, should take this matter up at once,
100 with the
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subject of immigration.

constituency is a very moderate document. Having been
elected as a protest against the interference of the Dominion
Parliament in Manitoba’s educational system, he did not
see his way clear to vesigning until he felt sure that all
Tt ix a fair

inference from this remark that Mr, McCarthy has been

danger of such interference was at an end.

made acquainted with the proposals carvried hack by Attor-
ney-General Sifton after his interview with Mr. Laurier,
and that he regards them as guite reasonable from the point
of view of the Protestant majority. Whether they will be
equally acceptable to Archbishop Langevin remains to he
seen, but no one need be surprised to find him more moder-
ate after he returns from Rome than he was hefore he took
his departure for the Holy City. Leo XIIIL is a great
statesman, and he is surrounded by able counsellors who are
not disposed to ignore such a revolution as we have had

lately in Quebec.

In Canada, as in the United States, each

A Canadian Bar separate member of the Confederation has

Association, X L. R . i
its own svstem of admiuistration ot justice,

its own Bench, and its own B, This diversity does not
hinder the legal profession in the United States from having
one Bar Association for the whole country, and the organiza
tion has exercised a moderating and otherwise useful infla
ence for many years. It was under its auspices that Lovd
Chief Justice Coleridge visited the United States some years
ago, and it was at its annual meeting that Lord Chief Jus-
tice Russell delivered the other day at Swreatoga his magnifi-
cent address on international arbitration. Why should not
Canada have a Bar Association ! This question has been for
some time past exercising the minds of active and prominent
members of the legal profession, and an international meet-
ing of lawyers will be held to discuss it at Montreal on the
15th of this month  The proposal to hold such a meeting
has been publicly endorsed by Sir Oliver Mowat, Minister of
Justice, by Sir Hiblert Tupper and Hon. A. R. Dickey, ex-
Ministers of Justice, by Mr. Newcombe, Deputy Minister of
Justice, and by a large number of the lawyers who have seats
in the House of Commons,

to be, “ that an opportunity for a comparison of views and

The ground of approval is stated

friendly intercourse is needed by the profession, and would
be of service in helping to advance the science of jurisprud.
ence, promote the administration of justice, and uphold the
The fact
that we have had a Canadian Supreme Court for over twenty

honour of the profession of the law in Canada.”

years would seeny to warrang the present effort to organiz: a
Canadian Bar Association. The members of the profession
in Ontario should attend the coming meeting and endeavour
to induce the Assceciation, if one is formed, to hold its next

meeting in Toronto.

The condition and progress of Manitoba
Manitobe. are of supreme interest to the rest of the
Dominion, and it is therefore extremely gratifying to be able

to record a fairly rapid increase in her population. Tt stood



