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,d, anîd has 110 doulitthat the Act will arouse

tbe pc.culje cf ail1 classes and brîng Ileut of

apatiîy and in)lifft.rence forces which would

fave remnained. dornant but for the Act.'

The, ciosing words of tbe letter are wortbl

quoting for tbe excellent spirit manifested,

as well as for the bopeful view they present

o! tbe probable eff< eUs of the Act:

IHitberto 1 have, taken littie interest in

ratepayers' mieetings for the simple reaçion

tilat I bave always dislikcd the e.,) officio

whicb nîy benefice confers, and which I ani

deligbted to secý the new Act sweeps away."

It is b9cause 1 want to belp my neighlhioN

andi parisbioners to rouse theniseives and

take tihe powers and priviieges conferred

upon thero by tbis Act, and to use theml for

the comimon good o! ail, that 1 bave taken

this part in these affairs, and miy only wisb

is to serve my day and generation ; and I

(le sincerely hope that ai t'y bretbren wili

strive te iake this new nîeas'uîr o! parocilial

sel f govern ment a power for good ini tbeir

seveu ai parîshles.'

The totion o! tue Governiment, and of

Parliament under its leaderihip, in the case(

cf Nlr. Turcetto, brings before us a freý;b

sanij)IC o! a species of partisan dealing wbich

we liad vainly boped wouldl 1)ýoine extict

under tbe reflin o! Sir Jolin Thoiiipsen.

Tbat anyene could rend the evideixce given

before the (onilittee on Pcivile4eç-s and

Eloctions and biave any serions doulet tbat

INr. Turcotte ovas the real contra-tor and

henteliciary iii the transactions in question,

is almost beyond conception. It seems

scarcely possible that those miembers o! the

Commons who voteà for a verdict o! not

pî'oven could bave liad any real doubts as

te the facts of the case. The most cbarit-

able concl usion is that tbey batisified their

consciences witb a technicaiity. In formi,

the contract was made with Mr'. Prevost.

Hie signed it and the cheques were drawn

to bis oarder. Hence the Independence Act

was not violated in tbe letter, obvious

though il, was tbat it wa4 grossly violated

in its spirit and intent. AI! bonour te

these bigh.mindled..supporters o! the Govern-

ment wbo refused to vote witb il on tbis

occaqion 1Sncb men in Parliainlent are the

liope of our politics. I n view o! tbe revela-

tiens wiîicl are being miade in the Cîirran

Bridge investigation, tiiere is groat need

that e.very mani, on eitiier side of tbe leuse,

who is prepared te put the country before

party and honour before onccess sbould take

some energetie action te elevate tbe Stand-

ard cf political morality in tho Dominiun

and especially in tbe Province o! Quebec.

It is amazing bow many there are in ail

grades o! hife who deeni it ne barmn ta de-

fraud the public treasury. 1 t is evel "'ore

aniazing tliat thiese mcen are so often given

tile opportunlity. There înlust surely be

many contractors and other business men,

and mlany officiais who are hontest aind up-

riglît. llow is it that those who are of the

opposite description so often get the prefer-

ence

The total decrease in the revenue of

the UJnited States for the fiscal year ending

with the month of June, 1891t, as compared

wîtb tinat of the previous year, is measured

by the enormeous suii of 2(89,000,000. Tfie

actual excess of expenditure over revenu1e

was $70,000,000, the differeoice b)ýing"

accounted for by a reduction of expenditures

to tile arniount of between $ 17,000,000 and

ý1I 8,000,000, and a balance on hand at the

begi nni ng o! the year of about $2,000,000.

0f the total falling off in receipts, $71,000,-

000 was in customs and only about , 14,-

000,000 in internai revenue. XVbile tiiese

figures mean, no doubt, a good dciii o! eut-

tine, down o! expenîlîttre in articles of

luxury, the svant of which did flOt iateri-

ally affect tile comfort or weli-bein, of the

weali by who were ai Ite y it, tliey aiso,

men a vaoxt deai of econoîny that was felt,

if nof of actual privation, in mnyriads of

families prev iously aocustomed to a fair

share o! the cornforts and cinveniences of'

life. Uut wbo c,,n nwiaîure the amoutit of

actual destitution and suti'ering which is

revealed in those sanie figuras' it must lie

borne in iiind,however,as the Nationî points

out, that a very large portion of the falling

off in imiportations indicated by this loss o!

revenue was due, not to business depression,

but to anticipated tariff c'langes. And the

înost vexatious part of the affair, ta thoEe

whose business interests bave been

so seriously aflected, flot only to their

own personal. detriment but to the

loss of ail wbo were in any way dependent

upon that business, must bave been that

the greater part of this inýjury wvas caused

directly by the procrastination of Congress.

This procrasti nationi is stili going on, and

thougb somexvhat better progress bas beu3n

mnade of late, it is aven now impossible to

predict, witiî any degree o! assurance, how

long file uncertainty viilI continue, or even

whethenr a Tarifï Bill will be passed at ail]

dîîriug the presenit session.

The Budget wbich bas now been passedi

by the British Commons is a radical, sm

would say almost a revolutionary measure.

As explained by Mr. John Morley, in the

speech referred to in another pai'agraph,


