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-cribing and deveioping imaginatively, the
beauties, the floral, the climate', the man-
ner@, the hiet ory, and se f orth, wbich ap-
pertain ta our northera climate a id our
particular situation, a ver>' important phia ie
of which iii our national situation. This
-work muet nucessarily be our own and ca'i-
not bu donc by residents in any other part
of the world. It, and the tinges of it whicb
wouid natural>' color the world-work of
our writers, constitute, or will and ought
to constitute the Canadian school, of which
the rudiments present>' exiet. Thuy are
to mg on these accounts interesting.

In style, I do not on the whoio find
Muceh that is original in Canadian prose
either Englisb or French ; yet thure is a
good deal wbich je very creditable. S >me
names whicb occur te me are Mrs. Moodie,
"Seranus "ofiToronto, E. W. Thomson, Ilali-

burton, F. G. Scott, Gibert Parker, and so
forth. The French pens seeru Vo me much
inferior Vo the English of laite years in bath
prose and verde.

The mi-teriai gathered, the character-
istics noted, the histor>' rocorded, by the
prose writere, in botb languagos forai, how
ever, I think<, precious stores for future lit-
erar>' deveiopm )nt; and in fact are now
coming into use. This, I consider, no aimait
service 1 also set a bigla value on ever>'
reasonable Canadian literar>' departure
f romt set Eiropean phrases and thonght.
Few know th 3diffieulty of opening up an
original track, even a very mildi>' original
one, in a new country, a fact especiall>' im-
pressied upon me b>' an examination of our
verse hiterature some years ago.

As to our future, it dependî largel>' on
our own Rtrength of character. Shail we
recogniz that wu have a people to m tke ?
8halh our colleges adapt their teaching to
the living world about themn and its nuede '?
Shall we organize in every way that looks
toward social and national improvement
Shall our young mon eacb makie this hie
personal matter and ask bimself wbat his
people need in order teo b3 more united,
purer, highur in national solidit>' and pro-
grees, clearer in national ideal 1 And aft ýr
tbinking out our needa and hie own duty,
will he start or assiet what will do somo
share of the work. Patriotism is part of
religion. If we bave ruai patriote, then a
literature wiil follow-tbe brirning word
will acc.mpany Vhe burning deed.

r Montreal. W. D). LIGHTHALL.
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Since it was evident Vo the French tbat
lMr. Gladhne would noV scuttle out of
Egypt, anld wouid flot eeriously resist the
augmentation o! the British Navy, he had

r C ca aed t )ho counted with as a Marplot tg
bu utilixed b>' France. Then ho was s0
uncertain as to bo unsafe for playing a
political game of speculation. The French
nover counit -d much upon Home Rule aid-
ing their caiculations, knowing full weII
that in the event of foreign cemplicatýons,
Irish quarrels would have Vo bu hushed up
or suspendel. But witb respect Vo the in-
t1lhectual side o! Mr. Gladtitone'#3 character,
his wanderfui natuai gif Vs and perennial
fresbness, there is no dissenting voice bore-

r no more than arywhere else. On the in-
ternaI politics o! England the French neyer
bave an>' clear ideas, save to ngte that
they neyer change the foreiga poiicy o! the
country. But the French envy, and white
deploring the fact, the>' cannot pay such
tuesti mony of respect and admiration
for the nat.ural gifts, bigh personal cbaracter,

and long and honourabie career to s0 Onmi-

nent a public man-as well as to ail great
Engiisbmen-by adversaries or enemies ;
tribut,"s that follow their obj-et in bis re-
Virement and even accompan>' bis bier. In
France public men are hated and execrated,
party passions follow tbem wbeither the>'
retire or cease to exist. Even the tomab
doue noV stili the rabidness of dissensions.
In L)rd Rosebery the French discount a
statesman devoid of emotion, free of ahl
sentiment, neyer magnifying trifi ls, ver>'
cool, of a practcail tura of mmnd, who
swiftly Vakes in a situation, and at once ar-
rives at a decision ; a Minister who will pull
amicabl>' witb ail foreign powera, but who
will, now that he is master of the belm, nover
surrender a single right of Eiglaid, and
never leave ber defenceless, aid so warn joff
designing foes, white inspirîng his fellow-
countrymen with a senie of their socurit>'
and power.

The extraordinary weather commences
ta inspire uneasinuse; people are now falling
ilI who have escaped eviry ailment since
OAVober ; oni day horalding spring, ani
then a week of glacial ramn, shrivelling-up
nor'-eastern winds, and with mord than
infant f rosts at niglit. Farmurs commence
Vo growl, white invalids moan. It would
aceru that th) caume of ail these misfortunies
lias at lasV bean discovered ; it is the old
enemay, a spot on the sun, onl>' this time it
is earlier and bigger-ab )ut Vhree times the
siz ý of the eart h, and visible to the nakud
eye. Oaly we do not know how to pravent
its b-id inflaenco. Aîtronomy that bas
always inflaenc3d the fate of mirtals-at
least aritrologerà and poots sa>' so-asserts
that thj solar spots are a combination of
huge fi brums of hydrogen shooting up with
an amplitude of spic ý representingý a dark
kernel. If ail these phlegm phenomena
would oni>' leave our poor lungs ani vege-
Vation alone, we would not growl at grind-
ing taxes or the over population of our
planet.

The Woman's Rights Lqagu ý bas held
its an-rnal binquet under the presidcncy of
of Mtdame Pognron, the successor Vo
M.idîlo. Maria Disraimes, deceased. Trie
mambers have displayel disappointment at
the latt 1r not Iuaving the Llýague one sou
ont o! ber fortune o! 50,000 fri. a year-afttr
givincg it to hu undcrstood she would m ike
a bequest. But when the wili was read,
the deceased ha 1 made a tont'ne arrange-
ment with ber sister, by which the latter
natural>' inherits ail, and the survivor is
not a known emincipa'ionifit. Th i binquet-
ing roomn was ornamented witb symbols and
devices-a epinning whuel and siedge.
hammer Vypified the sexes-thus admitting
a difference, the scales of juistice, where
women kicked the beam, etc. There was a
ver>' numerous attendance of pretty young
ladies, to proteet against the Ilinsexuality "
of the brtin. The speeches were directed
Vo combat the injustice that before the law
two women witnesse3 were nlot considerod
Vo be equal Vo two men. The Il tear lem"I
oration was by Madame Patonie, who
scordd economiet P. L. Beaulieu for bis
ignorance and insolence by as3erting the
rote of woman was Vo love and Vo rear
children. Madame assurted the cause o!
the deca>' of the French population was due
Vo buebands declining Vo b3 saddlod with
the expenses of r,ýaring families, and Vo tbe
injustice o! the iaw in placing women out-
aide the paie o! civilization by depriving
ber of ber legal rights. The meeting broke
up without any doxoiogy.

The Budget ba again baen postponed;

it is not an easy matter to find 3; milliard
frA. to meet payrnents for ail the needs and
the glories of France. It bas been discee
that owing to the laxity and ineýqualitieO Of
the excise lawd in the matter of alcohOl the
Treasury loses 150 millions f rs. a Year.
Gcrmany is accused of killing the FrelC
with lier cheap spirits prepared fr001 Pata
tous and mangolds, but French farmers bave
now begun to distil froml these roots thenl
selves. That clever deputy, Jales R')Che,
ba 1 a project by which the state could fOi"
iza at once one milliard francs revenue Per
year, by talring over the monopOîY Of
a!cohol, as it does tobacco and lucifer,
matches, etc. ; be claimad that his Plan
would secure pure spirit for the 'On'
sumer and not cost him one sou delirer The
great increase in the consumption of 10«
grade spirits baptized "lbrandy," inth
fi ish tavern as well as in the ruin haie 10
de3cimating the French. They cannfl stand
the dose like people of higaher latitudes.

Lird Dif irin's speech has bien in'
and plucky ; it is only to be regretted b ,
dous not seek the occa iion ani1 improve it
m)re frequently by sim*Uar discoUrdeO; a
mixture of sound sense and bantering '0
what "Ica'z.hes on" with the French. T&ke
the wind out of infi èted trilles, sbW th"'
imaginary mounitains are but im9de'hîî5
that biatant Anglophobists are oal>' eccell
tric personalities, that the two peuples onl
want to know each other batter to becOl
faster and more mo)ney-making friendO, n
that fighting is not a nationil industry
with the Britishers, nor ephemeral disse"
sions the overture to a seven, thirty, orf
hundred years' wir. Kriock the v5fl1ty
the wind-bags into a cocked hat, that's the
way to handle the little great people Who

. for
puff tbemselves up to do Tooley-straet'c s
France. Above ail, eoura-e and bOldne~
united with comm )n sease, kindliness,
ail the courte 4ies, wîth a little wit and afe
grains of humor, then France and tg-
land wilI remain within the fraternitieo for
tvrelve millions of years, when the world t8
lease of life will expire, accor i1g VO

astronomers.
Oaly two new but important fact4 baqye

becon settled about the 1900 EclibitIi11
the grand entrance will bc on the Place de

la Concorde, with electric trams running

therefram into ai the~ bead centres Of tbe

fair ;next, there will be no more gorflla,
dizing, guzzling, and drinking, sale 1 r
anything approaching a kerme3se. tit
be serions and so shadow forth the twente
century.

The work of cleansing and flaitie3

society of anarcbists by the aut blte

goesbravly n. Te wid h haeenî
goeibraely n. he wld i m vet«-jil

scared and that is no small1 success. Idis-
be salutary also in discouraging nue
ciples. The police bag about a doIZ30
affiliated members daily, and onei ai' too
surprised to see so many of the unotilSte

ufrf tbree
well-to-do workmen baving fainilies? 0 s
Vo six childran. Each one arrested 15 clfol
ured and photoed and bis biograPhV ielver
follows bis portrait, and a'l figures for 19l
in the police day of judgm,,nt b30k rsnt
m îking an arrest-the total Dit P in
numbers 1,500-.'the police 5 0arc n
presence of the captured a' is i er?-
cîrry away whatd3ver mi>' bu coUII)roin0ont
Now the uniform character of d'cletber
whether printed or private letter, 10 el00
infi tmmator>', meiancholy or pitil leilî
sense. The' police bad one exceP art of
good find ; the>' droppefi upofl a eo t
generai treasurer of the anarchiota~vc
man of money wai in the habit ofre
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