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thtyyears of resclute governiment
> il aid to, be Lord Salisbury's and

%14810 o doubt be Mr. Balfour's pres-
qt'nfor the cure of Ireland's woes,

*ndbe b.d for the nation, it would be
'krefor Ireland. It wouid be littie les

death-biow to the national aspiration

%j -e As a matter of fact, however,

~PPose the Irish leaders have litt1e feir
the~ threatenei coercion. They believe,

40t iat the nation bas now gone too
ý0 draw back'frein the bestowwent of

Ron ule in somne shape. Very likely
1Yr reckoning7, notwithstanding em-

~tjedenaîs upn their ability to obtain

Sa COnservat ive administration, under
Other name, a measure contain-

ti he essentials of the present Bill,
hetler in this they are reckening witbout
t'hast or overestimating the power of

qtruletiOr is another question.

A~&rIeng Tarious quektions related t, the

eWh nd usetulness of the Provincial
~.réft), which were touched opon by

'e-Chancellor Mulock in his interesting

t'O at the Annual Commencement,
kieOr three are woî thy of special attention.

ea"ti 0n in respect te thie danger of so

44 a Ing fees and expenses of varions kinds
Put the advautages of the University.

'"0freach of large claises of the people
*'iIytimely. The strengtb of the

of&uraent" in favour of the mainbniance
gh institutions of leaýn!ng at the ex-

cftewhoie pe3ple is lessenied just

ePo tiot the extent to wbich the

'4porulitesafforded by the institutions
'dedifficuit of attainiment by the

lO Re s. Should the University of
~Qten tend to bec.:me at any tirne the
coleeOof the wealthy, its usefuiness wouid

te'nIn the saine ratio, and its right to
sa Public institution would seon be

Corous1 cballenged. With the Vice-
4aboellor.'5 plea in behalf of making larger

p'i" 0ou froin the public funds for thse

''dy of niedical science, we cannot se
Coucur i . To the argument thaé, the

''IPl 6Of State a*d if thse pursuit of hread-

t4'bter studies is already conceded in

ec a"e Of thse Agricultural College, thse
fk01 0'f Pract'ical Science, etc., It may ho

40led i the tiret place, that thse fact does
%4Prove the0 principle to bo sound, and

YPIOPOCSSi to extend it in practice might
4clyleed t'> tise reconsideration of thse

ln&tt8r. A stronger reply is, how-
s't band i, thi esseutially diflerent

Mene 'oninwhich thse study of niedical

k Placed by thse fact of thse gratM

ci f the0 profession, a nd thse furtiser
Vol ba led te the establishmnent

VOluitary cOlleges fer its opecial study,

ar *, rking under charters granted
tot.tePovincial Legislature. It would

be i3nfab to institutions thug es-

% volu Y Private enterprise snd working
14t,,narY Principles, that thse saine Leg-

'55'Which charters tbem shculd main-
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tain a rival institution at thse public ex-

pense,. anid sa, to a c-3rta*n ext nt, at thse

expense of the very persona wbo are thsug

exposed to unequal competition. But tÙ)

take stili higiser ground, we maintain, that

it is a .sound policy in ail sucb mattera that

thse Stats sbould encourage and stimulate

private enterprize and philanthropy, rather

than the opposite. It sbould not atteropt

to do for the people what they eau botter

do for theriselves. It Is clear that in tbe.

long mun thse resources cf voluntiryiami caf

accomplish, ninci more in ail sucb directions

than is within thse power cf any Govern-

ment. Experience prives that Stte insti-

tutions are not usually the best itted for

thse developinent of that enthusiaim and de-

votion to bard work whicis are, thse main-

springs cf scientific prograsa.

The Prerbyterlan Assembly of tise
United St-itýs haî scsrcely pron,)unied it i

deliverance in the caee cf Dr. Briggs when

the Canidian Assembly finds itself with a

omewhat imIlar cae upon its anis. We

are not of thse number of those who tisink

that tisese question3 of Il heresy " concera

thse clergymen alone. Truth is the concerni

and thse very higisest concerni cf every mani,
aisd tise que ition of thse origin, niture a'sd

certa'n'y cf our possible knowledge cf our

relations t') God a-id the herea<ts3r isi one

which touches thse most momentous cf ail

thse Irinds and forna cf trutis te which our

facultiei stand in any way related. Tis
belng so, notising cai be more sballow Lisan

t') dismis the whole oubject cf ilheresy-

trials- witis a eneer, in the ma'nr afiected
by some secular journais. Scarcely legs

3uperficial is t'le view cf tloge Whso relegate

ail sucb matt ýrs t )tie miniëters, as seime-

thing eatirely aside f rom or ttbove

thse secular spisere and Lise range cf lay

tisinking. Sucb questions ai those discussed

in Professer ampbell'ti lecture cent îining

thse ets.t lmenti tg which exception is ta'ken

as being ccnt-ary tb the standard cf Lise

Presbyterian Churcis are, as we have inti-

mited, matters cf thse most vital intereht te

ail mon. They are quest; onrs cf a kind

wbicis Prot,>staritî, who repudiato priestly

absolutýsm, must dlaim iL as thse inalienable

rigbt and tise most solemn duty cf every

man capable cf independent tbinking te in-

vestigate ani decide for himself. We makre

no apl)ogy, therefore, for venturing aL any

Lime to discuss freely the meriti cf any sucis

controversies as niay arise. Tise eue thing

wisich we, cf course, do net feel at liberty

bc do, is te inteýrveno in tise discussion se

far as it is simply a ma tter cf discipline be-

tween thse suspected offenders and the zreed

laws cf Lise particular Churcis with wisich

they may be connected, and wbose standards

they have sclemuly promised te accept and

nphold. From tii peint cf view ne one

who bas read the utterances cf either Dr.

Briggs or Professer Campbsell and cempareci

tisei witb the doctrinal staniards cf tise
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Proabyterian Churcis. can doubt thit they
constitute prima /acie cases for the courts cf
that Churcis te investigate.

The last remark suggests the vcry seri-
eus dilemma, wiic muet confront tbought-
f ul members of tisat Churcis on tise very
tisresisold cf every such inveatigaïion. It
is evident on tise' en3 hand that tis etsate-

ments cf tise C snfesion to wisicb minist ns
ani profe3sors have subscribed befere enter-
in., upon tise duties cf tisoir respective posi-
tions in thse Preabyterian Churcis, are very
dlean and precise, and it Reems very easy

.and fair, at first thougist, te say that any
such minister or professer who, after ma-
turer study an-i thought, finds himself un-
able te accept and teacis tisose doctrines, in
th- obvious meaning cf tise language of the
subscribed standards, sbould at once witis-
draw frein, at leabt, bis official connectien
with thse body. But, on thse otiser hand, thse
question immediately arises: la there, tisen,
absolutely no reoin for liberty cf tisought
and investigation witbin tbe boundaries of
tise Preshyterian Church 1 Were these who
drew Up tise Confession and th3 other doc-
trinal standards of thse Churcb se pret-ra.
turally wise or se divinely inspired that
tiseir iritýrprt t;ous of tbe t'aehings of
Scriptasre, t) whicb aIl alike appeal ais tise

ultinate autiserity, are absolutgly inerrant
and infallible ? la it deairable and right,
that tiseje btîndards sbould he-me a strait.
jacket te prevent ail free movement on the
part cf tbe searcber for trutis, isowever able

and sincere, se long as ho remains in office
in that donornination I Make, for the salie
cf argument, thse not impossible supposition
that a day may cerise wben two-thirds oi<
tisree-fourtiss of tie a Iherents cf tise
Churcis, including olergy and laity, shall
have beccuso convinied that tise views cf thse
advanced critie witis reference te thse nature
and authority cf tise Bible, are at least as
neïrly correct as the teachings cf tise @tin-
dards~, will the mainnrity btill conttut) tise

Cisurcis, ani mubt the majority, who înay
lam te be Etill faithf nl Preabyterians hold-

ing and cbenisbing tise essential principles
and aime cf Presbyt -rianism, consent Le be
unneprosonted in tise offices cf thi Churcis, if
net excluded frein its membersisipl TI.o
Fane inquiry is, of cource, pertinent in re-
gard t) any other Churcis which inainta*,ns a
written creed. We put tise cme, ai iL ap-
pears t) us, witb reference te tisat particu-
la- denomination, becauso theso questions cf

discipline happen te be just nDw bofore it,
and because its craed lines are perhaps
drawn witis more s.r*ctnesa, are certainly
enforced witis more rigour, than those of
auy otiser denom ination, net excepting even
tise Churcis cf England witis itq Articles and
Rubrie.

Twi p3ints conneted with tisese ques-
Lions present themgelves hýre, but muet
ho dismissod witis a bare reference, One

is tise appirent arl)itrariness of tise mode
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