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one with a conviction of the readinesai this population
for self-government. The ready retort that seeme open ta
the English advocate ai Home Rule is, that if this is the
resuit ai centuries ai training as an integral part ai the
Empire, it is surely time ta try some other educational
method. Whethor the penchaxnt for the use of the brick-bat
and the shillalah is ineradicable in the Irishi blood, or bas
beeu, superinduced by political discontent and social liard-
ship oprating tliraugl imany generatione, it may ho difficuit
ta say. t wouldbhoeasy taquote numerous instances of tlie
great achievemente ai Irielimen in politice and statesman-
slip and in positions af authority, abroad, and ta cap tliem
ail witli the case ai Lord Dufferin, juet now made Warden
oi the Cinque Ports, in addition ta other positions of hon-
aur and emolument too numeraus ta mention, but it
may still be argued that these are but the exceptions
whicli prove theo mie. In any case the triumpliant return
af the McOarthyite augure well for the progrees of the
Home Rule movement. Wbat effect the recent change in
the office af the Secretary af State for Ireland may have
upon the situation remains ta ho seen. Mr. Jackson, wbo
has been appointed ta succeed Mr. Balfour, is said ta bu
strongly opposed ta verything looking or eupposed ta
look in the direction ai a separation of reland'from Great
Britain. Wliother thie meane that lie will not favour a
generous measure of local self-government, as propoeed by
Mr. Balfour, is not clear, thougb it is probable that thore
will ho no change in the Government policy.

F OUR naval cadets were, a few weeks sinco, diemiesed
from the Englisb training ship Brittania for the

reprohensible practice of Ilfagging money." The last two
worde are the euphemiem used ta describe a practice whicli
had grown up among the cadets and simply mean the for-
cible appropriation by the senior boys of the money and
valuables oi the new-comers. We are indebtAd ta the
circumetance as having furnished occasion for a lengthy
article in the Spectator an IlScliool Fagging.» This
article, while admitting that in the special form of appro-
priating valuables, the thing is hardly defeneible, is nover-
tbeles an elahorate defence ai the practice of echool Ilfag-
ging." By moat ai those wlio have been bomn and hred in
the democratie atmasphere o! the New World, the Spec-
tator'8 course ai reasaning will bu followed with curiosity,
not unmixed with amazoment at the way of looking at
human nature and ite riglits which it seems still prevaile
in Old Wold circles and even in the editorial roome ai a
Liberal-Unianiet newspaper o! the bigheet standing. The
writer defines fagging as Ilthe rigbt exercieed by the aIder
boy ta make the younger do wliat lie likes, and wliat the
younger one generally distikus." This right (?) when
abused, naturally turns into Ilbullying," which is, oF course,
a ruprehensible thing and not ta bu tolerated. Unfar-
tunatuly we are not taught wbere ta draw the lino which
separates between Ilfagging " and "bullying." We are
nat aven leit quite sure whetlier "faggi gmny>"
wbich the Spectaar doenat exactly approve, thougli it
confesses ta feeling more sympathy for those who werA
expelled for practising it than for "Ithe victime ai their
ohildieli villainy "-is ta ho egarded as a specios ai bully-
ing or not. We should have supposed that there are ta
an English boy at schoal some thinge worth mare and ta
ho mare sacedly cherished than monoy, and that hie riglit,
or wbat we have always supposed ta be sucli, ta badily free-
dam sa far as ather baye are concerned, wae onu of these.
Of the two thinge, we fuel sure that the average Canadian
schaol.bay would rather give up hie watch or hie purse,
than surrender hie personal liberty sa far as ta become a
slave ta the whims of anather, simply because that other
wau aIder and bigger. But we did nat mean ta argue the
case but only ta quote, as an argumentative curiosity, a few
sentences from the Spectator'8 article. "lOne ai the hest
ways to prevent its abuse (I'fagging ' is the use, 1'bully.
ing' the abuse> is for the authorities apenly ta recagnize
it, and ta make thoir awn limite as ta ite exercise." Fag-
ging, we are assured again and again, " cannat boabolished."
Given a cammunity ai some two hundred boys or so, ai
different ages and ai di(ferent sizes, it is inevitable that the
natural law will assert iteeli amang tbem and that tbe
strangor will aeek ta impose their will upon the weaker.
The thing muet ho, and cannat possibly ho helped."1 And
so, ai tom hall a column of sitnilar reasaning from the1

inevitable, the next stop is, ai course, ta show tbat the1
whole thing, witbin limite which*nO attempt is made ta
define, is beneficent : IlThe fond mothor may exclaim in 1
harror at the idea aiflier own boy performing suc1h mepxiel1

offces as brushing the clothes or preparing the breakfast
ai anather; but thon ehe lias no idea, ai the benefit of
that discipline." We ehould think not! I l t is the mak-
ing ai some unruly and unlicked little cube, who would
otlierwiso have gmawn Up into the moet unpleasant kind ai
youing mon ; and the respaneibility ai the autliarity is

ivery ofton quito as beneficial tai those who exorcise it."
But why thon should not the discipline ai lasing hie monoy
and bis watch ho oqually baneficial ta the emaller cadet on
shipboard, and the reponsibility ai carrying the former
and spending the latter ho equally beneficial ta the bigger
one who sa magnanimously loade himeeli with that rus-
ponsibility 1 Some ai aur readers may, perliape, like our-
selves, bave a nation or tradition that yielding ta brute
farce and accopting a p)sitia)n ai involuntary servitude is
the very tbing ta take the spirit and manlinees out ai a
boy, and that the aseumptian and exorcise ai dospatie
autliority, by virtue ai might, not riglit, ie equalîy well
adapted ta take that regard for the riglite and liberties of
others, which is onu ai the attributee ai the highest manli-
nes, out ai boy or man, But thon wà are only coloniete,
and cannot ho expectod ta understand theso thinge.

T LHE resuit ai the elections ai last week in several State
ai the Union is pretty clearly, as wo inferred from the

scanty data at baud last week, wbat is called in sporting par-
lance,"I a draw." The Republican succese in Ohio is ta somo
extent, thougli nat iully, offset by the Democratic victory
in New York. Moreover, there is evidently some truth
-juet bow mucli it is impossible ta determine-in the
Democratic claim that the silver cainage, not the tariff
question, was the chie! factor in defeating their candidate
and producing McKinley's large majority. If the moral
result ai the conteet, which bas undaubtedly been ta givo
freeli courage and hope ta the Repulicans, should ho like-
wise ta convince the Democrats ai the necessity ai cast-
ing abide secondary issues and working togetber for their
beet man and beet measures, tbeir chances will still ho
perbape about even in the Presidential electione. Mean-
whilo the educational discussion ai the Tariff question
wil etill go on. The independent, or diMugwump," oIe-
ment wiIl probably grow stronger manîli hy month, and
îhlcrease the uncertainty ai the situation. Mucli, almost
oveything, in fact-when othor thinge are so nearly equal
-wiIl depend upon the mon selected by the respective
parties. Sucli selection is ai waye onu ai the groat difi-
culties and dangers ai the parties under the Amoricàn
sysem, and the attitude af the Mugwumps tonde ta make
it more and more a critical question.

T FIOSE wlio have followed witli sympatbetic interet the
fortunes o! the Congressional party, which seeme

really ta have been the Canstitutional party in Chili,
tliraugh and sinco the civil war, will bu glad ta learn af
the complote triumph o! canstitutionalisin in the recent
Presidential lection. The presence ai a Provisional Gov-
emument or uler, no matter how.justifiable or nuceeeary, is
always an element ai danger ta freedom in any State. The
election ai Admirai Montt by a eweuping majarity rustares
the Republie ta its normal position and places the cliaice
af the people at the head ai the nation. Under the
restored Contitutional Govemument and ai tom the discovery
and defeat o! the plat ta attumpt ite avortbraw, it seeme
altagether probable that the difficulty witli the United
State Govenment will ho peaceably adjusted. If it ho
true, as ia very likely, that the victoriaus Congressionaliets
bave nat forgiven the United State for the pursuit and
capture ôf the vesseul which was vialating their neutm'ality
laws, a little further reflection muet convince President
Montt and bis advisers that the Washington Government
merely did its duty in that matter. If, on the other baud,
it ho tmue, as the officurs af the Britishlihsip Champion are
said ta bave declared, that the United State steamer Bal-
timore acted as a epy an the mavements o! the Congres-
sional forces, and reparted tliem ta the Balmacedists,tlie U1.
S. Governmunt will eurely not hesitate ta cali Minister Egan
ta account and replace bim witli a Minister wlio botter
understande the dutios af hie affice. Lt cannot ho tbat ho
sa sbamefully vialated the laws af neutrality witb the
knowledge and consent of bis Government. The slaughtcr
in this fratricidal stmuggle was horrible, but the Chiliane
bave unquestionably many ai the elements ai wbicb strong
natians are made, and as the party naw in power stood for
freedam and self-government,' against despotisoe, one can
but wish them a long se&ýon o1 peace, gaçd govemnment
sud national prosperity.

T Efirst onset in the prosecutio of Prof essor Briggs,

heresy, bas terminated in favour of the accused. The

Professor began the proceedings with a defence in whicb,
while admitting the jurisdiction of the court, lie urged

many and cogent objections to the charges and 5pecifica-
tione, on legal grounds. This was' followed up with a
denial of the substance of the charges themselvest Pro-

fessor Briggs declaring especially that lie lad neyer , imade

any statements or taught any doctrine that in the slighte8t
degree would impair what he had ever regard6d as a cr
dinal doctrine, that the Holy Scriptures are the onIy infal'
lible mIle of faith and practice."l On the conclusion of the
reading of the paper which embodied this dofence, a motion1

ta, dismiss the case was made and carried by a majority Of
94 to 39. It would seem that Dr. Brig-s' defence Mluet
have produced a poworful impression, "for it was O
expected that any test vote would show any such majarity
in bis favour. It is probably incorrect ta infer, as'sanie
journale have done, that the resuit may be accepted a0

showing that "two-thirdsof the Presbyterians of New York
city are adherents of Dr. Briggs," though it is rbal
true that two-thirds of them are opposed ta trying bifli for
heresy on tbe ground of wbat ho eaid in the fauloUS
inaugural address. Lt is believed tbat the case eWdl be

carried ta the Synod, and, in any event, an appeal is prettY

sure ta be taken from the Synod to the General Asseinbly,

The full statement made by Dr. Briggs bas nat yet co010
ta band, but it seems impossible to daubt tbat he bas
made a very strang point in maintaining that tbe t5
mente af belief wbich he did and does actuallY Iak", to
which exception is taken, are none of them denotlnced a'
heresies in the standards of the Churcl, ta whiclh aIOul

and as tbey stand, the appeal muet be made. The charge
can be brouglit home ta him, ho maintains, only by aSe
interpretation of the meaning af the Standards, and ta
would ho equivalent ta the construction af a new creed for

the occasion. Sncb we underatand ta be the sublitanl 5 01

bis legal argument, and, as we have said, it muet have bac1

great weigbt with the Presbytery. When we' go fartb5t

and enquire into the menite of the case, apart fr0111 811

question af the meaning of Church standards, there Caoi be

no doubt that very many of the mare intelligent a d jjb-

eral-minded af the Presbyterians wha will meet in l' o
ar Aesembly, though perhaps nat a majority of theul, are

apposed ta the trial *on principle, as tending ta fetter the

mind8 af the devout echolare af the Cburch in their 5e'%rob
for truth. The matters in question, as e. g. that tti rt ai
the autborship of tbe Pentateucli, or ai the latter partO

Isaiah'e Prophecy, are, they say, merely matters Ofiel'

dence, ta be decided ealely on hietorical and criti161

graunds, and do not involve any cardinal truth Of rev.I
tion. Lt would, therefore, be opposed toa e ble pirit

of Christianity, and af the age, for any ecclesSi 86111
court virtually ta decree that any echolardr its Puris,

diction who may enter upon such studieo, 0owv1
honestly and devoutly, muet do s0 with a sward 0ieCle'

astical censure hanging over bis bead, ready to descend

the moment ho reaclies a conclusion differing in a B1ras'

pect from that reached by the scbolare af the C tirCb Who

have preceded him, though with greatly inforiar
and facilities for arriving at truth. This course Of reS"

eaniug is certainly cogent, if not unanswerable.

BRAZIL bide fair ta be the next South Ale

Republic ta be eliaken ta its centre brciilil,
As it was for a time witli Chili, sa now in regard ta
it is difficuit ta got a reliable viow of the Bit at'on'
recent special ta the New York Ilerald, fiom ]io soJ i

reprosonte the action of President Fonseca as ge1
approved in that City. But as Janeiro is in the bndscf

the~~~~~~~~~ Predn-o0 efcosiue ittr
the Pesidnt-nw a slf-cnstiuted ictaOr bath

martial ]aw bas been proclaimed, the despatchesi fraui10
city may well ho taken with a large pinch of salt-

ancient Rame a patriatic citizen wae eometi emae 'O

tator for the salvation af the Republic, with 00odre th
but it is to ho feared that 1incinnatuses are scarce ' o u 0

American reputlics. Dictator Fonseca, movery at e
ta lack the very essential qualification aifa al alb
people ta tbat higli office. In hie manifesta be 1
serious charges of conspiracy and treason again .f thé

bers ai the lato Congrees, and other alleged eneili'e s0of
Republic, assumes full responsibility for the disalU1t1Oroii,
Cangrees and assumption ai arbitrary power, and"d'o&&C
tees f ree electians, a constitutional gavernifle11ty <ith 1 tîox
and goad order." There will be, lis declares, 1no altr&

91 eýi8ting làýws, e;çcept, végIheignificantly addo, in 00

796


