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WHEN Mr. E. A. Macdonald first took legal action to
hig Prevent the carrying into effect of the resolution
majorithm-i bn passed. in the city council, by a large
'Onty, :u f:.vour.of giving the co.ntract for working the
nyndico Street Railway to the Kiely-Mackenzie-Everett
ate, few ¢f the more thoughtful citizens, we believe,

o Z:d much importance to his action. Corroborative
Peetce soon, however, gave the affair a more serious
Withg ; and Mr. Macdo‘nald’s strange letter announcing his
P ‘Vin&wal of the action gave a still deeper colour to the
Bhe.. 5 Suspicion that underband and dishonourable influ-
p'Oved ad been at work. Subsequent events have not
hﬁve ) that such suspicions are well founded, but they
tivg O far tended to confirm them that it is now impera-
bay 8t & thorough investigation shall take place. The
the chefllm, a fac-simile of which has been published by
ty M:"m?‘e, adds confirmation too strong to admit of doubt
34’506 E. A. Macdonald’s statement that he was paid
L u h}" Mr. Noel Marshall to secure withdrawal of the
Yy, Which he had entered. The doctrine of probabilities
Mag, Strongly against the correctness of Mr. Marshall’s
fund %Nt that he paid this money out of his own private
ayndic::d \Yi‘uhout the knowledge of the principals of the
toyy,,  Simply to prevent delay in the completion of the
of w;oet' Certainly the possibility, not to say presumption,
ofy o ng‘doing is altogether too great to permit the transfer
Yoy "o8d until the whole matter has been sifted to the bot-
oy b the members of the syndicate are innocent of any use
*Curg Tpted use of corrupt means in their endeavour to
f&cg o he contract, they have much to gain by having the
obt&i ie“l‘ly established, even at the cost of some delay in
"8 possession of the road. They should not only

the ut°. but demand the most searching enquiry, and let
ty, vp"ghtness be shown in the light of noonday. In
'%thel. °ut the confidence of the citizens will be increased
thay hag E‘“ lessened, in consequence o'f the serious attack
N ougyy t;en made upon them. It is to be hoped most
9§ o at the rash counsels of those who are urging
B city ofla‘:e ratification of the contract may not prevail.
Toronto cannot afford to run any risk of hand-
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ing over so valuable a property for so many years to a
company that would stoop to bribery in order to secure it.
It is time that Canadian corporations of all kinds, from the
civic to the national, should refuse to entrust the property
and interests of the people whom they respectively repre-
sent to any but upright and high minded men. The citizens
of Toronto should with one accord demand that this very
suspicious business be probed to the bottom, in order that
the brand of dishonour, which certainly is merited by some,
may be placed upon the right brows. By all means let
the investigation be at once commenced, and let it be keen
and thorough, and if possible short and decisive.

HE work of the Investigating Committees at Ottawa is
still being pushed with vigour. Last week’s pro-
ceedings added important links to the chain of evidence
in support of Mr, Tarte’s charges. Whatever may be the
outcome in the case of the Minister of Public Works
himself, the evidence already adduced is ample to prove
that the state of things which has existed for years past in
his department is a deep and lasting disgrace to Canada.
The preliminary report of the expert accountants has
placed beyond a doubt that the sums filched from the
public chest by the one firm of contractors run up into
the hundreds of thousands. It is well known, too, we
believe, that the report of the engineers whom the Com-
mittee has called to its aid, which report will no doubt
have been made public before this number of Tur Wrrk
goes to press, will still further confirm the tale of fraud
and rascality. And the end is not yet. The ears of the
public are shortly to be made to tingle more keenly than
ever, we are told, by further revelations from the Public
Accounts Committee, or elsewhere, Certain events which
took place in each of the Comimittees last week give some
colour to these rumours. They have, at least, aroused a
suspicion in some quarters that neither of the Committees
is to be allowed so free a band in the future as in the past.
Sir John Thompson, for the first time, allowed his patience
to fail, and gave utterance to what may be regarded as an
intimation or a threat that legal restraints will be more
rigidly applied to the proceedings of the Committee on
Privileges and Elections in the future, than they have been
hitherto. The Ministers of the Crown who are directing
the course of the enquiries in the other Committee pro-
voked a heated discussion by resolutely, not to say obsti-
pately, limiting the scope of the evidence in certain direc-
tions. In both cases the Ministers may have been legally
and technically right. We question whether they were
not tactically, not to say morally, wrong. Affairs have
now reached a stage at which anything that may be
construed into an inclination on the part of Ministers
to restrict or obstruct enquiry will be looked upon with
distrust and will tend to strengthen the worst suspicions.
Unless Sir Hector Langevin really fears enquiry-—which
would be tantamount to confession—he would be wise to
insist that the Committees be allowed the widest liberty
and helped rather than hindered, even in their alleged
¢ fishing ” enquiries. If it be not Sir Hector’s fault, it is,
his sad misfortune that the circumstantial evidence is very
strong against him. If he is really innocent of gross cor-
ruption he cannot be proved guilty by any possible evidence,
and his wisest course would be to insist on the fullest
investigation of every suspicious incident.

TO what extent is the public sentiment of Canada really

aroused by what is going on at Ottawa ! Indications
are not wanting that the facts there being brought to light
are telling unfavourably upon the reputation of the
Dominion abroad, especially in England and in the Uni-
ted States. That Canada is disgraced and is in danger of
being atill more deeply disgraced in the eyes of the nations
is a humiliating fact. Nothing else could be expected.
But what is the effect in Canada itself? The Globe com-
plains that the ministers of the Christian churches are not
taking up the question as they should, in view of the great
moral interests involved. We are sometimes assured that
the whole country is in a ferment of anxiety or indignation,
but we must confess that we are unable to perceive any
very marked indications of such a state of feeling. Per-
haps it is too soon to expect strong manifestations. Per-
haps the justice-loving instincts of the people, irrespective

of party, are prompting them to hold their judgment in
suspense, until all the evidence is before them.  If this is
g0, it is well. Hasty judgments are often unjust, and
always unreliable.  But we are inclined to suspect that
other causes, causes growing out of the intense partyism
which is so characteristic of the majority, are at work.
Said, in effect, a man of intelligence and education tho
other day, when reference was made to the scandals:
“Tell me, what does all the shouting amount to? I take
a daily paper, but have not time to wade through column
after column relating to these investigations, and if I had
I should be almost as wuch in the dark after as before,
because I would not know what to believe and what to
disbelieve. Though a party man, myself, I have learned
to have a profound distrust of the party paper as a mediamn
for the conveyance of facts in regard to éarty questions.”
The result was, in this case, that the speaker had little or
no real knowledge of the evidence that has been brought
to light. He had forined no opinions and was really giv-
ing little thought or attention to the matter. We suspect
that the case may be typical of thousands, and that to this
want of krowledge, rather than to any characteristic
indifference to the conduct of public business, or the state
of public morals, it is due that there are as yet so fow
indications of deep public feeling in the matter. And this
profound distrust of partyism les at the bottom, we
have no doubt, of the seeming apathy of the pulpit, of
which complaint is justly made. There are many honour-
able exceptions, no doubt, but as a rule it is to be feared
that Canadian preachers are not fearless preachers of
political righteousness. Nor have we noticed any very
marked demonstrations of virtuous horror in the religious
press of the country.  These are probably absent partly
for reasons similar to the above, and partly because editors
realize that the question of public morals has not yet
emerged with sufficient distinctness from the region of
party politics, to admit of safe handling. They do not,
perhaps, realize that they might and should lend poworful
aid in lifting the moral question out of and above the mire
of partisanship. It is strange and somewhat discouraging
that good men and good journals on both sides of politics
do not more clearly perceive that the hest interests of
their respective parties, as well as the honour and reputa-
tion of Canada, demand the complete purification of the poli-
tical atmosphere, and a determination on the part of all
that the men in public life in Canada shall henceforth as a
rule be, as an exceptional few on hoth sides now are—
men whose honour is above suspicion.

HAT the reciprocity amendment of Sir Richard Cart-
wright would be defeated in the Dominion Commeons

as soon as it reached a vote, there never has been any
doubt. The amendment offered to Mr, Foster’s motion to
consider the Government Tariff Bill was in the form of a
resolution requiring the Government to ¢ reduce all duties
on articles of prime necessity,” and to conduct the pro-
posed negotiations with the United States ‘on the basis
of the most extended reciprocal trade.” This was a flat
contradiction of the Government programme, and to have
carried it would have been sufficient cause for the resigna-
tion of the Ministry, and so the Governmeut put forth
effort to defeat it.  This they succceded in doing in a full
House by a majority of twenty-six.
cantly shows that the revelations of official corruption

This majority signifi-

have not yet broken the ranks of the Conservatives, as the
Liberals had hoped and some Conservatives had feared.

T will be very gratifying to lovers of peace to learn that
Lord Salishury takes so hopeful a view of the present
state of affairs in Europe. When one looks at the state of
things actually existing among the great powers it is diffi-
cult to avoid querying whether the Prime Minister’s view
may not err on the side of optimism. Great and con-
stantly growing armies and military preparations increased
to a point which lays upon the shoulders of the unfortu-
nate peasant an almost intolerable burden of taxation,
afford a strange if not a precarious foundation for lasting
peace. Can Europe be called tranquil at a time when an
offensive and defensive Alliance has just been again con-
cluded between three of its great powers, while a counter
understanding which, though it may not yet have taken



