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BJld we venture to affirm that the great body of Canadians
of bOth parties have hitherto been of the same opinion,
thal the office of Higb Commissioner was one in many
respece analagous to that of an ambassador, and that in
order te the proper discharge of its duties it was very
teirable that the person holding the office should mantain

a Position independent of and above partisan consider-
1t10n8* If suh i, fnot the case the fact is, we submit, one
to be deplored. The titie of "Canadian High Commis-

iOnler ', isurely a rather imposing one by whicb to desig-
na1 a e4 Ûre Confidential agent of the Government, bound
to hold bimself in readiness ta do, if required, strictly par-
tisan 4 ork for it, either at home or ahroad. The know-
leýd9e 1that sucb jà bis position muet seriously impair bis
tsefuîrness, 80 far ai members of the Opposition, that i8

sinot a moiety of the people of Cana da, are concerned.
NO Pol.tcal opponent of the Government could ask bis

er'vice8 in case of need wvith the conifidencte with wbicb he
Wold appIY te a non-partisan officer. An officer ta be
'ýofl2Poetet for the position, says Sir John Thampson, and

t'Oh8ierefandient service, Il must have his political symi-
Pe'hi'8' ndenoy the very closest alliance with theGernInent wbicb he is serving." We thougbt it an

nn!far advantage te be taken by a Government under the
Party 5yteva, te utilize the services of the lligh Commis-
81of1er, paid from the public funds contributed by both
Parties alike, as a party canvasser for even a few weeks.
ArduIg te the view now presented by Sir John Tbomp-

'0" t '" right for the Government to use the public funds
for t'le 8 0Pport of a confidential partisan agent ail tbe year
rotund! WVby may it not keep another or several more
Confidotial agents at work in the constituoncies aIl the
""'0 1 They might make the victory much easier wben the
getneral lections come on.

T lIE introduction in tbe British Carnmons of the Bill

bitlen1Powvering the Queen by Order-in-Council to pro-
the catcbing of seals by Britisb ships within a

sPeiti(ýd Period in Behring's Sea, marks another stage inthe "0"" diplomatic progress towards a settlement of the

md sbhery dispute. For aught that appears this is a just
run6cessary action on the part of the British Govern-

r'Qerlt tugh very much depends on the extent to whicb
iti recCOrocated by the United States. The action is, itra ss 8umed, based upon a conviction that the allega-
Seo.Is Coflerning the danger of the extermination of the
esele8 bte 1 Prcesses no: in vogue are to a greater or

ete oret On ta assumption, and on condition
t'e Tnited States enforce a similar prohibition upon

bh etbe Bill can scarcely be seriotisly objected to,
to uhi muet press beavily on those who may have gone
he eixpense in itting out vessels for tbe season.

chie* f round for wonder or reproach is that the con-
the1on1Was flot reached a few weeks or monthe ago, before
It Prepanrations for the season's work bad been begun.

y ecertainy bc ard on those who have fitted out

%t h eavy expense, as well as on the officers and
ete*n f the vessels se fitted out, ta be peremptorily stop-
0J'uet as they have conamenced their summer's work.

n~0e ie aturally curious to know bow the Washingtonnovratentpropose teo get over the difflculty witb theý%iJg CZnan
not ai 00ta b e tawbom even a year's prohibition could
ne fi te well-nigh ruinous. That however is our

h 1 ratter. Sbould it appear tbat an exception
be en r'bad e in favour of the Company, under which it

all0wed to go on witb its operations on tbe Islands,

Prci~hibited Candian sealers will have ground for com-

Juging from the flrmness bitherto shown by
di% 'libury, it is probable that the interese of Cana-

mlble ,herilen are pretty safe ini his hands. It is reason-
Q', a8su1 5, also, that the consent of the Canadian

%odýt nte wbjch Government bas hitherto been under-

IEI8040ho the chief obstacle in the way of the close-
1  % Srngernents heretofore suggested, rmust bave been
nd before the course now indicated was resolved on.

Tri: "'solution to form a third political party, wbich

çýj haied with loud acclaim at the National Union
01 'uece held in Cincinnati a week or two since, may

'riee pir0veta be a matter of great political import-
n thO lJnited States. The name "lNational" as

lltl1tO the convention wbicb adopted thiq bold resolu-
a erd",s1vidently a mianomer, seeing that of fourteen

ttd elegates four hundred were from Kansas alone,
4%~dC the larger number of tbose wbo came from a

t% e 1re from four or five Nortbwestern States.
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Tbe powerful elFarmers' Alliance" was, bowever, iargeiy
reprosented, and was probably the contralling force in the
convention. Bath the American Federation of Labour
and the Knights of Labour were influentially represented.
It is tindeniable that the meeting represented snme very
powerlul eloments and sentiments of disgust with the aid
parties and methods. The two chief sources of weakness
ini tbe movement seeni ta ho the want of able leadiers, and
the jumhled character of the platform adopted. Tbis
platforiu doas flot distinctly repudiate tbe bigb tariff,
thougb it appraves a progressive income tax and makes an
indirect but keen tbrust at the protective system, by
declaring that ane interest ought not to ho taxed for the
henefit of another. Lt declares for Government contro],
and, if found necessary, awnership of raiiroads. Lt
demands the f ree coinage of silver, and the issue of treas-
ury nates in large quantities. These and other planks
represent, ait bas been said by one writer in reference ta
the mambership of the canvention, "la curiaus combination
of strengtb and weakness," and are mercilessly ridicuied hy
some of tbe aId party papers. Nevertbeless the Conven-
tion represents, it is clear, an immense aggregate of politi-
cal unrest and discontent. Shotild somte of its leaders
develope unexpacted strength, and shauld the new organ-
izatian enter the next great contest, as it proposes ta do,
with a Presidential ticket of its awn, though it wauld
bave no chance for success, it would import a most dis-
turhing element into the contest, and seriously intErfere
with party calculations and the aperatians of the machine.

()TTA WA LETTER.

D ERIIAPS ana of the mast terrible statas of tension
tthat human feelings are capable of experiencing,

îesuits from the waiting for evil tidings. IlJoy seldom
kilis," and ta a few fortunate beings is granted the luxury
of anticipation of a certain good. But ta how many more,
comas sooner or latar in their lives a time wben the spectre
of sorrow looma before tham, drawing ever nearar and
nearer a sarraw that cannot ha withstoad, that must ha
met face ta face.

And if this hasbeon the attitude of aur Dominion at
large, how much mare intansified must ail feeling noces-
sarily ha in the Capital whoe the great haro and champion
of tha political lifa and rigbts of Canada bas hean mortally
stricken after bis latest victary. Truiy it would ha diffi-
cuit ta ovar-astimato the depth and sincerity of the grief
that pervades the whole community. "lAil sorts and con-
ditions of men " of oery shada of opinian-soma who
parhaps ana short waak ago wara saying bard things of
him ara now united witb their oppononts in ana of the
most sacred of al honds-tbat of a common scrraw.
Thora ara occasions whan ail party diflerencas must ha in
ahayance, and this is distinctiy ana of tbam. Sa it bas
been, that every day sinco Friday evoning, when the
tidings were braugbt ta the House of Commans that tha
Premier was in extremis, the streats hava been fillefi with
anxious-faced mon and women, bearing or telling the latest
naws fram Earnsclifle, and laoking aagerly for a more
hopeful bulletin.

And but a little space apart-yet how infinitely far
fram ail tha touls and cares in which ha had no lateiy
mngled-lay the abject of ail their thought, ail their solici-
tudel Haw shart a tima bafore, at the commencement of
the session, bad the brave aid Chieftain spokan of the
triumph of the IlOid Flag, the Old Palicy," and, proudly
confident for the future, repudiated the idea of a Ildisas-
trous victary." Ha bad lad the campaign, giving bimseaf
no rest, and the strain of bis axertians was swiftly and
surely making itsolf fait. Yet ha was resolute ta the end,
and though ha did not fulfil bis expressad viiish, ta dia in
bis seat in the House, ha fuifihied his onerous duties up tai
the last passible moment.

Perhaps ana of the most tauching and beautiful tbings
ta remember, especially ta the suhjact of it, is that Sir
John Macdonaid's very last speech in the House was in
defenca of bis absent colleague. Lt was given in a spor-
tive, almast jacular, tono but thora was tho ring of true
f riendsbip and appraciation. And in a ramark made later
in the same dahato, ho emphaticaîuy acknowîedged that it
was at bis desire the High Commissianer bad came out
from England. Shortly after this ba laf t the bouse, and
that nigbt of May 22nd, will ho treasured in the mnemories
of ail wha were fortunate ta ha thora.

Soma linos of a great contemporary are warthy to ha
bis epitaph :-.

For what wert thoit? Somtenove! poierSprang up for ever at a touchl,
And hope coui neyer hope too niel,
lit watching thee front, hour to hou,.

Large elenents in order brought
And tracts of calin front tex-pest naIe
And world-wide fluctuation swayed
In, vassal tides that follow'd thought.

Ail engagements and festivitias* ara of course suis-E
pended ; business goas on as usuai, but otberwise tbere is
but one absorbing tbought, ana topic of conversation
And indceed it would ho strange if it were not no, in this
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city, inow tbat the man who bas been its centre of interest
ever since it became the Capital of the Dominion, will no
more be seen in our niidst.

The immediate 6ffect upon the political world is much
like tbat of an impending eartbquake. In the streets,
lobbies of Parliament, the hotels and clubs, groups of
politicians are ta be seen discussing the situation with
anxious faces, and trying to dîscount the future. That
the fortune of the Conservative pnrty is at stake, goeH
witbout saying, and it is generally admitted that the ail
important first step is the choice of a new leader. Con-
stitutionally, Lord Stanley may send for anybody be
pleases to select ta form a new Cabinet, the present
Ministers meanwbile retaining the management of their
respective departments, and such of thoea as may ho
sel'ýcted by the new Premier as bis colleagues not having
to undergo the ordeal of selection. Three naines are
mentioned, Sir Charles Tupper, Sir John Tbompson, and
the Honourable Mr. Abbott. It is rumoured that the
first would meet witb great opposition from some of the
Ontario Conservativps, and bis attitude towards the
Grand Trunk iRailway is also an obstacle. Sir John
Thompson bas the advantage over bath thE others of
being in the prime of life, and bis great ability and cool-
nass of head are univarsally admitted ; the difficulties ini
bis case would be rather owing ta such personal charactar-
istics as bis retiring disposition and want of practica in
the art of managing men, though ha is very popular among
those who know him personally, than ta political reasons,
although ho wouid have some trouble in daaling witb the
Equal 1-igters. Mr. Abbott seems ta be looked upan as
the man ta meet the emergency, at least until the party
can be steadied and soma idea formed as ta its future
policy and the possible combinations wbicb are sure ta
follow this political upheaval, for such Sir John's death
wilI be. Mr. Abbott bas long axparience of public life,
great tact, and tbe gaverning faculty, hasides bis lifelong
intimacy with Sir John and knowladge of his views. But
opinion is much divided on this question of succession.
Same people think Mr. Dalton McCarthy wil ha a factor
in its datarmination. Sir Hactor Langevin, it is conceded,
is out of the running until the Tarte charges bave heen
disposed of.

There will probably be an adjournment of Parliament
for ten days or a fortnight ta anable the formation of a
Ministry, Af ter that, it is generally suppasad, the session
will ha shortenad as mucb as possible, the astimates will bc
passed, and ail aise, save the small amount of lagisiation
necassary ta carry on the business of the country, will ha
dropped. ILt is thought that the Opposition wiil nat abject
ta this course, and will only insist upan the speedy deter-
mination of the McGreavy-Langevin affair.

The committee upon the last mentioned niatter bas
beld several sittings and is now approaching the crisis of
the investigation. Sa far notbing bas bean brought out
ta cannect Sir Hector Langevin witb the proceodings
alleged to bave been engaued in by Mr. McGreevy. The
only sensational evidence bas been that of Mr. Robert
McGreevy, who was cynically frank in bis statements as ta
the use bis firm intended ta make of bis brother's influence
and as ta tbe way in which it was ta be remunerated. But
the ilîneas of Sir John Macdonald and the death of Sir A.
A. Darion, who was father-in-law ta Mr. Geoffrion, Mr.
Tarte's counsel, stapped the praceadings at a very interest-
ing point. Tbe cammittee also bad some trouble with the
non mi ricordo answars of Mr. Connoily, whose forgetfuai-
ness of bis business, ignorance of the wheraabouts of cer-
tain of bis employees, notably of bis bookkeeper, and
"1judicious reticance " in the absence af bis counsal, waii
at least ramarkahle, as was aise the non-appearance of cer-
tain witnesses in obedience ta the sumtnonses served on
them. Sir Hector Langevin is very ably represented by
Mr. Hugb Henry, Q.C., of Halifax, N.S., wbose retainer
in this important matter brings prominontly before the
public a counsel aiready wll-known in the courts of bis
own Province and in the Supreme Court of Canada as
bath an aminentiy clever advocate and a sound lawyer.
The proaedings of tbe cammittee have ao far been remark-
ably free from manifestations of party bias, and there is
an unmistakable detarmination ta get ta the bottom of
this peculiar business in the straigbtest way.

The few dehatos that have taken place during tbe week
bave been of little goneral interest, nor bave tboy cailed
forth any speeches of special ability, except that of Sir
John Thompson, who in reply ta Mr. Laurier's attack an
tbe High Cammissionar supported the action and policy of
his absent coileague in measured and impressive termas:
11Les abs8ents out tonjours tort "; and it is well that the
Minister of Justice shauld be tbe one ta balance the scales
evenly, and ta vindicate, as did bis chief, the bonour of
their friand. The very obviaus distinction betwaen the
position of a foreign Ambassador and that beld by Sir
Charles Tupper as High Commissioner in England was
ably painted out, and also that tbe fact of Mr. Laurier's
having omitted ta, place on the Table any evidence in sup-
port of bis allagatians, was hardly in accordance with bis
assumefi reverence for Britisb procedents and British fair
play.

Mr. Davin brougbt off an Manday bis attack upon Mlr.
Dewdney under guise of bis motion to restore ta sattiers
in the Nortb-West the interrupted right ta a second home-
staad, and in the course thareof administorod some bard
tbrusts. At any other time the opigrammatic hrilliancy
of the Memiber for Assiniboia would bave delighted the
Hause, wbetber or not ho found sympathy with bis vie w


