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AN INDIAIV TRADITION 0F THE LAKE
0F TRE WOODS.

AGREAT nlany years ago, before the white man hadAentered tbe region. to which thie tory refere, andth
fatal effectsofcvlztn and fire water had left their
imprees on the native savage, there dwelt by the shores of
the Lake of the Woods, where now stands the town of
Keewatin, a branch of the Otchipwe or Sota tribe of
Indians, wlio possessed in a great degree ail the best quali-
ties of the native character. They were noted for their
skili in liunting and their bravery in war, and not less for
the beauty of their women. This last titie to distinction
was a source of danger to the tribe, as they were subjected
on that account to constant raids from their liereditary
enemies, the Sioux of the prairies, wliom they had hitherto
been able to successfully repel.

Thougli not numerically strong (the total number of
the tribe not exceeding 2,000), owing to their being entirely
dependent for their subsistence on fishing and the chase,
which they pursued from year's end to year's end, they
were superior in physique to the Indians of the plains and
could liold their own against greater nurabers.

The chef of the tribe, who was also the medicine man,
was in great repute for his sagacity, which liad often been
proved when raided by the Sioux, and lie was supposed to
have very close intercourse witli the Mino-manito or good
spirit. Hie was callcd Wabadjidjak (the Whîta Crane), and
was possessed of a daugliter, the fairest of the tribe, whose
beauty was well-known and as far famed as were her
fatlier's powers as a medicine man. Omemee (the pigeon)
was enuglit in marriage by mnany a young brave, but had
not shown an open preference, although she liaci ecretly
declared in favour of, Maingan (the wolf), an untried
young brave, but of great faine as a hunter; and Waba-
jidjak, who was aware of lier preference, would have sanc-
tioned lier choice liad lie not feared to offend some of the
more powerful braves wlio sougit lier, and thus weaken
hie own power in the tribe.

As lie was aware that lie would erelong be called on
for a decision, after pondering tlie matter for a time, lie
announced that a meeting of the braves would be beld and
that lieliad an important communication to m~ake to tliem.
Great was the excitement in the wigwams, and numberless
the conjectures in regard to tlie course likely to be taken
by the chef in tlie disposai of hie daughter's hand, for it
was gonerally understood that the braves were called
together to be informed of bis intentions in regard to lier.

The pow-wow was lield, and after tlie preiiminary
beating of tom-toms, etc., was over, the chef addressed
the aseembled braves with a savage eloquence which liad
always a wonderful effect upon tlie tribe,

He began by giving the listory of the tribe since lie
liad obtained the leadership, liow tliey liad been succeseful
in war and in the cliase, liow tliey had prospered in al
thinge and lived in peace witli cd otlier.

Then lie spoke of hie daugliter Omemee, of lier beauty
and good qualities, and liow liappy elie would make tlie
wigwam of lier cliosen brave.

Then turning to the young braves, lier suitore, lie
appealed to tliem to prove themselves wortliy of lier by
eliowing their devotion to the tribe and by keeping in
chieck their jealous hatred of ecd other, and demanded of
tliem that they eliould take an oatli that which ever of
tliem wae fortunate enougli to secure the liand of Omemee
sliould not be molested by hie less fortunate rivale.

This being complied with, lie announced to the tribe
that lieliad been instructed by the Manito that tliey sliould
take the war-path againet tlieir enemies the Sioux, that
they eliouid be euccessful, returning with many scalps, and
to tlie brave wlioliad the greateet number at hie beit
would lie give lis daugliter Omemee.

This met with tlie genera! approval of tlie braves, who
had long been anxioue for an opportunity of ditinguishing
themselves on the war.patli againet their liereditary foee;
and the following niglit tliey lield tlie war-dance, at whicli
the young untried braves gave signal proofs of their
courage and fortitude.

The only one in tlie village wlio did not look witli
rejoicing on the preparatione for war witlitlie Sioux
was the beautiful Omemee. Slie trembled for lier lover,
and for lierself sliould lie be lain or fait to be succeseful;
anddalie inwardly reeolved to destroy lierseif, ratlier than
go to the wigwam of any other than Maingan.

The day arrived for the departure of tlie war party,
and five liundred warriors embarked in their canoes on
tlieir mission to the ditant prairies, tlie home of tlie
savage Sioux.

Maingan aud Omemee liad taken their secret farewells,
and the young brave had managed to instil some of hie
hope and confidence into the lieart of the maiden, so that
she longed for hie epeedy return and tlie coneummation of
thoir nuptiale.

Every day she wandered by the lake sliore and peti-
tioned the Manitou and the spirit of tlie lako (which was
the special divinity of the tribe> for thn safe return of lier
father and Maingan.

Meantime the warriore had reached the western end
of the Lake of the Woods, and liaving cacheed their canoee,
started on their journey towarde the eetting suni.

Two days they journeyed, and had lialted for the
niglit about haîf way between the Lake of the Woods and
the edge of the great prairies.

It was after their evening ;neal, and Maingan and tic
Wabajidjak were seated together talking in low tonies,
white they smoked their calumets made of dlay with stems
of reeds, and filled witli the fragrant bark of the red willow.
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Maingan, since lic had lef t tic presence of hie beloved
Omemea, iad Leeau fllied witli strange forebodinge, and was
now relating to hie (as lie fondly lioped) prospective fatier-
in-law a dream whici lie iad had the niglit before, whici
tronblcd liim greatly, in whicli tic spirit of the lake, in
tlie shape of a witd swan, liad appeared to him and told hirn
that lie ehould take maany scalps, but that lie siould go to
tic happy huuting grounds a solitary spirit, leaving be-
hind no squaws or ciildren, and that many more moone
should not pase over bheiad.

IlMy son," said tic White Crane, " aîthougi all dreams
corne not from tie Manitou, still lie speake i. tiat way to
hie chludrcn of the foreet sud strcam, and your dream of
last niglit perciance contains a warning which wc ought
not to dieregard."

Maingan's drearn made suci an impression on tic chef
that lie resolved for hie sake to postpone thc expedition,
sud tic following morniug called his braves togetier, and,
without meutioning tie drearn to Èhem, informed ticrn
that thc Manitou iad talked to him during tic nigit in
the guise of tic souti wind, sud had wiispered in hisecar
that tic present wouid ha an inauepicious time to make s
desect on tic Sioux lodgs ; tint ticy siould returu sud
wait for tic moon that ripens tic corn, sud tiat tliey
siould tien be able to take many more scalpe than if tliey
continued their expedition at the present time.

Ticre were some murmure of dissent among tic braves
at tbis decision, but tic White Crane wae in suci repute
ariiong ticrn as a medicine man, hesides beiug their chef,
tiat tiey agreed to postponc their expedition and returu,
aîthougli tic prospect of facing tic jeers of tic squaws on
account of their fainthearteduese wae far from pleasing to
tliem.

Tliey travelled rapidly on thcir journey liomcward, sud
towards tic close of thc following day reachcd the spot on
tic shores of the Lake of tic Woods wherc tliey iad
hidden their canoe.

To their utter dismay they found they had been re-
movcd, and an examination proved that a large war party
of tic Sioux, whici muet have passed thorm in proximity,
iad been fortunate enougli to discover ticir canoe, sud
wcre, no doubt, hy tues time, within a short distance of
ticir village. Lunliot haste tiey made new canoe from
the birci bark, of which s plentiful supply was at band,
sud started again on their j ourney, ticir hearte filled with
agonizing fears as to tic fate of their squaws sud tic old
people sud children left in thcir wigwams.

On tic second day of ticir departure, wiile at a part of
tic lake callcd tic Narrows, wicre, for a distance, tic banke
approaci ecd otier closcly, thay licard before thcm tic
exultant war sange of tic rcturning Sioux. To hurricdly
disembark sud bide ticir canoe was but the work of s
few moments, sud in breathes silence they waited tic
approaci of their savage focs, who came triumphantly ou
witiout thougit of danger.

A stormn of well-dirccted arrows made tic latter at
once to realize tic situation, sud ticy made strennoas but
fruitiese efforts to ecape. Tic Otchipwes followed along
tic banke and discharged ticir arrows at sucli close quarters
witli deadly efecet. Some of tic canoe sank, sud tiose
wio attcmptcd to get a footing on sliore were at once
overpowcred by force of numbers. 0f tic wliole baud,
equal to, if xîot more numerous tian tic Otchipwves, only
a few warriors escaped to tic woods. Tiese wcre at once
followed, but ticy msusgcd to distance their pursuers;
and a part of tic lake across whici tliey swam is still
known as tic Sioux Crossing.

Among tic Otchipwcs- tic mnost active sud foremost
in tic attack was Maingan, aud wie, towards tic close
of tic day, tic braves gatiered togetier sud tic scalpe tomn
from tic enemy were counted hiesiare was tic greateet,
and tic White Crane acknowledgcd him as tic chosen
liusband of hie daugliter Omemee, if, aise, sic wcre still
alive ; for tiose of tic savage Sioux whom tiey had taken
captive sud reeerved for torture, cxultantly boasted of
liaviug taken evcry scalp from ticir wigwams, sud tic
fact tiat not a single prisoner had bLýen seen among
thcm seomed to confirm tic statement.

Sadly sud sileutly tic Otciipwes paddlad tirougi
tic nigit, aud ehortly aftcr daybresk srrived within sigit
of wiat isd once beau ticir happy village, but now a ecene
of detiolation sud deati. Not a sound reacicd ticir esr.
Tic Sioux iad well doue ticir bloody work, sud left not asout
to tell tic tale. Slowly they turued. the bows of their
canoas to ticelihore, wieu suddenly a cry buret from tie
lips of Maingan, sud ail cye are turued toward au ob-
ject, ou whici, crect in tic cauoa, ha fixed hie inteut gaze.

Seated ou a rock about ouneliundrcd yards out in tic
strcam site Omemea, lier brow wouud with s wreati of
wild flowers, faciug tic wcst, tic point from whici tic
cauoe of lier lover would ha firet seau returning. A sudden
hope icape into Maingau'e breast. Omamea lias escaped,
sud af ter tic departure of tic foc lias gone out ta tic rock
to catch tic firet glimpsc of tic returning braves. But
wierc ishler canoe?<tAnd wiyis sicso stil <tNo doubt
aslcap, wearied witli watching, sud canoc hlaf drifted
away. Thcy paddlc qnickly to the rock. Tiare lies
tic body cf tic Ludian maiden, but no sout looks out of
those wide open eyes. Tic Sioux, witi a flendieli humour,
had placed tic dead girl in a life-like position, wonud tic
flowcrs in lier hair, sud tinstcf t lier to welcome tic e-
turning canoe. Lifting tic body tcuderly into ticir cauoe
tic fatier sud lover paddied ta their dasotate wigwams.

On tic foilowing day Maingan liad dissppeared, and
with him tic dead Omemee; sud as no trace of iim
could be found lie lad, no doubt, iastencd ta, fulfil tic
prediction cf tic Spirit of tic Lake.

The beref t tribe, after burying and mourning for tlieir
dead, lef t their hunting grounds, and travereing eaetward
mixed witli others of their race on the shores of Lake
Superior. C

PARIS LETTER.

T 1IlEage lias grown picked ; tlie heavens no more blazed
frhon the political deatli of Prince Bismarck tian

do cornets appear when beggars die. Even the Public
Funde did not display a drop. Yet a few yeare ago the
retirement of the Chancellor from tlie pont of Continental
Medicine-man would have created consternation. Germany
je already reconciled to tie change, and France accepte it
with resigned astonielirent, but witliout any fear. Austria
sud Jtaly feel eatisfled that the triple alliance will suifer
nothing in its Ilpotentialities." England got over the Ionse
of Walpole, Austria of Metternicli, and France of Richelieu
and hie successor, Mazarin. Whly not Germany reconcile
lierself to the eclipse of Bismarck ?t

A new world ias corne to the front since the battles of
the Titane in 1870-71 ; on that world the ex-Chancelior
had but a feeble grip, and lie wae neyer in toucli witli it.
A statesman, rather than a liplomatiet, wae what Germany
needed after lier unity was welded by blood and iron. And
wheln the Federal Parliament, as the recent Reichstag elec-
tions show, no longer poeeessed the elemente of a ruling
coalition, Bismarck's occupation wae gone. But William
IL, whose governing aptitudes and Frederick-the-Great
obstinate bolduese Bismarck liad failed to gauge, under-
stood hie epocl-that of marching witli modern wante, 80
long as the pati doee not lead to the compromieing of tlie
divine mission of hie dynasty. Tliis will explain why the
Germans, while not forgetting Biemarck'e splendid services,
have confidence in tlie pereonalism and grit of their emperor.
Nothing is so repulsive to irreriressible children than to
be kept i. the go-cart when they are strong enougli te walk
alone. William IL. las belied the expectation of turning
out a Jingo sovercign, and lie now aime to takre the wind
out of thc sails of Social Democracy witliout either "ceud-
gelling or cajoling>' it. Sucob is the Frenchi view of Ger-
many-witiout Bismarck.

The'proposed prolétaire demonstration in Parie on next
May Day, down the Champs Elysées, commences to be
viewed with appreliension. llow far tlie idea will be fol-
lowed i. other capitale remains to be seen. The Govemu-
ment in determinod to prohibit the procession, and to wamn
off ail foreigu delegates. The masses dlaim to have only
pacifie ends in view-the preseutation of a petition, with
ail solemnity and backed by the evidence of numbere.
The petition itsesf is to pray for the abolition of the terrible
armamente which derange labour, devour taxes, and con-
sume life ; the right of association for workingmen, and
the application of a liding scale to wages, by whicli the
latter, starting from an initial rate, based on mutual justice,
will risc or fait, as pricee scale up or down. Perliape the un-
expressed end of tic movement in to bring about a federation
of ail the industries i. a nation, and next the federation of
the prolétaire8 i. ail lande. Lt is no use shutting eyes te
tlie fact that Socialism is progressing by leape and bounde,
and muet henceforth be counted with.

French artistes resort to no many eccentric ways of
dgposing," that one more example would not be astonieli-
ing. To discover the whereabouts of the composer, M.
Saint-Saëns, piques publie curiosity more than tie muai
to-be-desired arreet of Eyraud, the murderer. M. Saint-
Saens lias brought out two new operas recently IlSamnson
et Dalila," sud IlAscanio." Tic composer did not appear be-
fore the footigits to receive the customary liomage tram
the epectators. Oriental monarche liked to dieguise tliem-
selves and inixing among their subjecte learu unsugared
commente on their government. Saint-Saëns miglit have
been secretly in the body of tie house, as lie formerly was
during the firet representation of lie IlPhiaéton." La
Bruyère observes the wise avoid sometimes society, fearing
to be wearied. Tic librettiet, M. Gallet, tic director of the
Lariboisière liospital, was the aset person wlio saw M.
Saint-Saëns, wlio lof t for Cadiz five montis ago, under an
assumcd name, intending to winter at Teneriffe. Since
tien, the silence of the tomb.

Rumnour places the absent in Algeria, Java, Oceania,
a lunatic asylum, sud even i. Parie itself. fie is 55 yeare
of age ; hie private tife lias been unliappy ; some years ago
lie lost hie mother to wliom lie was passionately attaclicd;
loie8j separated from hie wife sud two children, and lie
lived atone. fIe wae not a society man; lie had a few
friende to wliom lie appeared periodically in alternate
accesses of gaiety and melancholy. Hie owned tie island
of Caprera, which the Italian governmcnt purchased from
him for four millions of francs, to present it as a residence
to Garibaldi. Saint-Saëns lias dissipated more tian the
haîf of tiat sum. This explains wliy hie sixti cousin, an
old maid, demande to be appointedadminietrator of hisestate
-tililihe be found. No tees than forty.ninc otier cousins
have lodged dlaims for elices of the property. Tliey do
not ecek the relative; they are uneasy only about hie
fortune.

At twclve years of age, Saint-Saëns was famous; lie was
a celebrity at twenty. Lizt predicted a glorioue future
for him; lie was an accomplished organist and pianiet,
and no mean caricaturiet. Bach and Beethoven lic knew
profoundty; from being an admirer, lie became the enemy
of Wagner. Berlioz, wlio, too, was periodically lost to siglit,
when over-worked complaincd that lie sufered frein«I"a
superabundance of eensibility ; from the ebullition and the
evaporation of tic heart, the senne, sud the brain." (Joi-
posers have had ever their peculiarities; thus Gluck, to
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