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this branch of evidence, if they are to dlaim. to be even
respectable.

We have lef t many points in Mrs. Ward's article
untouched, but if necessary, we can return to the subject
again. It is with some pain that this present writer bias
set down these criticisms. Robert Elsrnere was, in many
ways, a useful book, if net a great book. It wvas quite
worth while for Christians and unhelievers te make themn
selves acquainted with currents of thought which were
flowing around them. We heartily wish that Mrs. Ward
had lef t the matter where it was, as she certainly will do
no good te herseif or her cause by her latest contribution
te the literature of unlielief. WILLIAMl CLARK.

MIONTREAL LETTER.

OUR Art Association has new a record ef seven years te
look back on, and nîany centeniplate its career with

legitimate congratulation. Durîng that peried lectures in
varieus departments of Art have been a feature of its
management, and their very announcemient lias been a

f guarantee of higli artis tic value. The Lean and Permanent
Exhibitions have net been witbout their influence on the
city; - ither among the more educated and receptive, or,
hy a new arrangement of cheap tickets, amngn the artisans
and less cultured class. But it is te the regular instruction
given under the auspices of the Association that we look
for the artistic education of the province. Af ter a year of
experimental testing of the public taste and capabilities, a
uniform and progressive system was adaptef- which lias
since been adhered te, first under the supervision of Mr.
Robert Harris, R.C.A., and later under Mr. W. Brymner,
the present Dîrector of the schoel. The study of forai
being the foundation of alI drawing, the students commence
fromn the casts in liglit and shade, preceed te the entire
figure f rom the antique, and are thus prepared te study
fremu life, in black and white and in colour. The studios
are open for work every day from nine tili (ive ; althougah
instruction is given only tbree times a week fremi nine till
twelve, with the addition of a sketching class with an
amateur model on Wednesday afternoens.b

Among the privîleges attacbed te the classes are the
riglits of atteInding ali exhibitions; the Robert Wood
Scholarship ; reduced fees, with certain restrictions, in
connection with the Society of Decorative Art ; and the
scbolarships by the Council which each entitle the holder
to two vears' free tuition. These are awarded for the best
time drawing from the cast, in proportion te the relative
pregress made by the competitors. The cempetitien is
limited to students who have been in actual attendance
during the session previeus te the award. The number of
students this year is thirty-three, and the general work
done in the studios, so far as it gees, is therougli and
satisfactory, the Council having reason te believe that the
pupils have done thomselves and their school credit in the
continuation of their studies in New York and Paris.
But the fees stili remain mucli tee high. Fifty dollars is
tee much for the average Canadian te pay for a sbort
winter session of two ternis, althougli it does not follow
that that sum is any indication of the educative value of
the classes. Nor dees it always happen that the average
Canadian in wealth is identical with the average Canadian
in talent and application. It is probable that the haîf of
the fee weuld net only more than double the classes, but
quadruple the influence. Doubtless, hewever, the Council
dees the best it can with its resources;- but it is surely
time that Canada should stir itself te éstablish Govern-
ment Schools of Art, something on the model of Kensing-
ton, with higli salaries for competent teachers and low fees
for competent students; the artistically usef ul and the use-
fully artistic should bie doveleped in our country. It is
surprising that even from a cemmercial view the scheme
lias net long ere this been inaugurated.

Messrs Scott and Son announce the sale of a collection
of paintings and statuary, the property of Mr. W. F. iCay,
which is being catalogued and will lie ready in a few days.
It will b, displayed in the Art Gallery, represents twenty-
four leading artists, and is said te be t'he " most important
sale ever held in Canada."' We are, of course, aiixiouslY
awaiting the protty things from the Royal Academy in
Ottawa.1

Mr. Harris, is îuxuriating in the most tempting Of
studios in the Fraser Institute, having thrown off the
galling yoke of teaching for the freer and f uller scope ef bis
individuality. The best of bis picturos are new in Ottawa,
but it May net- be telling tales eut of scliool te hint that
one of the most masterly portraits 1 have ever seen stnnds
on an easel carelessly hidden away under a curtain ; but
as the original eccupies a prominent position in educational
circles, and as the portrait is intendod as a surprise, I dare
say ne more. It may be an every day event te produce
a portrait that is like the original ; but in. the present
instance Mr. Harris bas achieved ene that is the original.

The classes in Mr. Rapbael's studio are .lar'ge this
winter, and the work done more than repays a visit. There
is something in the siglit of a palette and in the odeur of
turpentine whicb sets one afire for handling brushes and
pigments, a weak (or strong) point in buman nature which
might lie more commercially utilized by these gentlemen.
But probalily 1 arn a Goth, pure and simple. Only I do
not quite see how they should remain satisfied with such a
limited share of the geod things of if e.

To talk of an Armoury is te suggest bayonets and
sentry-boxes, improvements in cartridges and in the varied
implements for the slaughter of others which, with grim

--cam w caîl -elf-efence. But rA stfe hairs and
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pluslied divans, crimson loth and Turkish rugs have con-
verted the tbreatening quarters of our Victoria Rifles into
a modemn

.... Isle of Greece
Where grew the arts of war and peace.

The occasion is tbe display of a collection of pictures in
cil and drawings in water colours, the result of seven years'
labour of Monsieur and Madame de L'Aubiniere, which
are te lie knocked down by the ruthless hammer of the
auctioneer. The studies are miostly in landscape frein
California, New England,' Britisb Columbia, and on our
own St. Lawrence, and number two-hundred and fifty-tliree
pieces. Many of theui are gems of drawing and colour,
and doulitless will lie the object of keen " bids ;" but others
will hâtve te lie softened in form and rounded in tint before
they can lie c]assifled among the perfections of Art. Ia
short it may net lie teo Bohemian te hint that, a dozen of
the best pictures excluded, the mon wbo designed the
transformation of the Armoury did more for the exhibition
than it did for tbem or fer tbeniselves.

It is a iistake-this wholesale exhibitien of picturos.
The only consideration which cari justify it is eue of profit
or loss on commission. It encourages a flippant, capricieus
craving, instead of a calm and bely onjeyment. Net one
of us naturally, I mean in Nature, the great mother of
Art, deîuands that the entire world lie passed before our
erganic vision in panorama fashion. The truc lover of
Nature takes one scene, lie it meunitain or valley, heatb or
stream, cloud or sunshine, and literally resigns himsolf te
its coaxing influence, undisturbed, and unable te lie dis-
turhed, by the thouglit of others. 0f course the bee is an
exception. But the liee lives primarily te make the lioney,
-te store it; net toe at it.

A buildingy constructed in a circle, of weod, lined eut-
side with brick, of an enormous heiglit, and unrelieved by
the sliglitest suggestion of window or outrance, which bas
attracted the speculative attention of curions passers-by 1
for the last few months, lias just revealod the secret of its1
existence. The days of the Panorama are over, when we
sat stili and found the scenes pass in pleasant succession
before the oye ; and the new thing in its Paei h
Cyclorama whicli reverses the relative duty of picture and
oye. A canvas three hundred and seventy-seven feet long
and forty-six higli stands erect and linos the wall of the
building; while the oye takes its position upon an elevated
platform in the centre and reveives from the Alpha te the
Omega, and back te the Alpha again. The picture in this
instance represents the neighbourhood of Jerusalem at the
time of the Crucifixioni of our Lord, and undertakes te
peurtray witli faithful exactness the scenes and buildings
which bave liecome sacred te the civilized world. The
Palace of llerod ; the Temple ; the Pools of beneficent
miracle ; an eastern inn with its life on the lieuse-top; a
caravan disappearing on its way te Joppa ; ail in the most
successful aerial perspective. Prominent in the foreground
are the main events of the Crucifixion, witli clustering
mon, woen, children, soldiers, centurions, bigb-priRsts,
docters of law, standing eut in marked relief, increasing
the reaiistic effect and the perspective lieyend. The Cycle-
rama is ne catch-penny, but an impressive and wenderful
exhibition.

Under the conviction that we lielong te nobody, net
even te ourselves, we have sat by these twenty-two years
since our Confederation without once baving asked our-
selves why WO have NO FLAG. One of our liretbren of the
pen is making a noble attempt te stir us up te our duty.
Designs have been submitted te us with their raison d'et re,
and we are training ourselves inte a correct criticismi of
wliat Our National Standard ouglit te lie. That it should
embody Our past history, our preserithopes, and a hint at
our future destiny, is more than evident. The Union
Jack, the beaver, and the maple leaf, and the colour or
celours, in their proportionate relation toeoaci other, are
the al-important cements. Nither Imperial Federatien,
nor Annexation, but Canada, pure and simple, first, always,
and forever. Lot ne Canadian reat niglit or day till we
have made a nation, a future, and a flag for ourselves.
And lot us have all three for our silver wedding.

Alas! that wo wil libe Irish first and Canadian after!
That St. Patrick in lotli of green and gold, wreathed witli
the immortal shamrock, should in sermon and procession,
with banner and drumn proclaim te the world that we neyer
shail do anything but tag ourselves on te the coat-tails of
others! VILLE MARIE.

PAIRIS LETTER.

TIE last fortniglt as been f ull of lreatless sensations,
after a comparative calm of many months, which Wise

People beiieved was going te lie prolen-ed over the y'a
1889 on acceunt of the Centenary Exhibition. First came
the attack of the GCovernment on the Ligue des Patriotes,
the search of the chef office of that enterprisîîîg and mucli
loved Society, ended by the resolution te prosecute the
chef officers, and especially the president and real founder,
M. Paul Déroulède. It ail arese eut of wliat is termed
the Atchinof incident; a squablbe, as your readers are
aware,' which took place on the coast of Africa, and in
which a Russian lest bis life by a Frenchi bullet. M.
Déroulède liaving proposed a popular apolegy and indem-
nîty, the Government considered their prerogative danger-
ouslY invaded, and pounced down on the office ef the
Ligue, breaking open the safe after a labour of two heurs,
and seizing, it is said, four tbousand letters. The real
meaning of ail this is that the Government fears the Ligue
as an Imperium in ~Imper je, capable of peuring into the
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streets of Paris many thousands of armed and partially
disoiplined young men, who miglit strike for Boulanger or
any othor conceivable person or idea of their own. The
verbal expression on which the public prosecuter chiefly
relies as warranting prosecutien runs thus, being containod
in a document issued by the Ligu~e on the 2tli of February:;
IlIn presence of the arhitrary mea8ures which appear likoly
Te lie taken pourraient être prises) by the Government
against the Patriotic League, the chief committee (comité
Directeur) bias decîded te ask the Paris cotomittees te put
themnselves in a eitdition of perniaueult obilidation&."
The clefence will, we believe, lie that the words refer only
te an electoral campaign, but it cannot be denicd that they
bave an ugly sound, and that, ini the constantly shifting
kaloidoscope of French polities, an occasioni iniglit at any
moment arise which would greatly resemble civil war.
And this, rather than fereign invasion, is neow the real
daniger lianging over this wealtby and beautiful country.
It mnay secîn strange that se gifted and honest a man as
M. Paul Déroulèdo is net miore alive te the danger; the
explanation is te lie founfi in bis cenviction that General
Boulanger and the Russian alliance weuld bind the im-
mense majerity of Frenchmien together. He dees net
believe in tbe constitutional Repubuic of the American
type. Hie wants a Cromwt'llian Republic, able, as lie
imagines, te centrol cliques and carpet-baggers. [t was hoe
wbe finely said : 'l epulilican, Orloanist, Benapartist are
but the nicknames by which we dub our brothers;- French.-
man is the family naine." And inithe brilliant little poemn
of the Soldat are linos wbich we thus roughly translate:

In our divided land(
Whiat Irenchman 1<eps his hand
Sacreci for ail and )France?
Hie who *ith sword and lance
Makes undividel stand.

In the middle of aIl this; the Governmont lias suddenly
recallcd M. le Duc d'Aumale frein bis exile at Brussels;
a miost praisewortby act, which dees net seem especially
consistent just new. The Duc, who is now an oId man,
with white hair, fringing his dlicate aristocratic features,
roturned net with the sound of clarions, but almost with
secrecy, as if unable te bear emetion, and great preoau-
tiens wero taken te keep the roporters away. He left the
train at Creil, the last great station on the irail before
reaching Paris, and several miles further frein Chantilly
than one of the smnailer stations. lore ho w'as met by
Madame la Comtesse de Chischanîp, the faitbful friond of
lis later years, and was driven te the cottage inblited by
bis brother, the Duc de Joinville, wbere lie dined. Hie re-
entered Chantilly at night, when the few liglits of bis
servants were reflected in the still waters whicb surrounid
the clateau, and liy niglit ho walked tlirough bis great
galleries and looked at tbe famous and beloved pictures,
and the relics of the Condé~s, and the statues in marlile
and in bronze ; bis big dog following at bis lieds. Tbe
Duc d'Aumale is a ohildiess man. Hiti clever, geod son,'tlie.
Duc de Condé, died suddeiîiy iii Australia, whitlier he had
been sent for the modern grand tour. A. toucbing account
of this grievous affair is given by Comte Roger de Beau-
voir, in bis Travelv. De Beauvoir liad been sent eut te
join himi and accompany him te China and Japan. But,
on arriving at Sydney, lie found that the yeung Duc was
dead. His mother nover recovered the blow; and net
many years after the little Duc de Guise aise died. Like
ail the beys of the Orleans family, hoe had been sont te a
Lycée; the date was aftor the war of '70 and bis father
was in France. The child, wbo was dolicate, was, it was
said, ailowed te bathe under crcumistances whicli gave
him a fatal chill-and the Duc d'Aumale was left a
childless man.

1 should just note in addition that on the merrew of
bis return lie paid a complimentary visit te President
Carnet, and that the Institute met in full force te welcomo
him back; Legouné, Emile Augier, Do Brogzlie, Feuillet,
Dumas, Sardou, Pasteur, Halevy ; Jules Sin-son presided.
In the evening the Duc diiîed witli tho Amis des Livrues, a
learned body of wloio i bas for ton years been llonorary
President. no get back late te Chiantilly, where all the
bouses were illuminated.

And lastly, thore lias been a tî'euendous financial
shako, and a run on one of the groat Paris banks sucli as
bas been rarely seen since the days of Law and the South
Sea Bublile. Ail the other groat financial institutions, in-
cluding the Bank of France, rushed te the resicue, guaran-
teeing the Comptoir d'Escompte te the extont of many
millions of francs, but it became pliysically impossible te
stand the rush of people;- they liad te lie admittod in
batches of twenty-five, and thoso who reîuainod in the
street made a small fortune for the neighliouring restau-
rants. Every depositor lias been paid off, but the poor
exbausted Comptoir lies prono ; net indeed lieing bankrupt,
but needing all sorts of careful plans for its resteration te
bealth and crodit. "lThe misclief " bas beon in copper.
Copper lias been up, and finally turnbled down like Humpty
Dumpty off bis wall, and for seine heurs there reigncd in
Paris an awful terrer lest wide-spread financial trouble
should lie added te the quarrels witlitlie Ligue des
Patriotes.

In the meantime the Tour EjIe1 is slowly mounting up
and up. A most amusîng account of an ascension was
lately given in the Figaro. It took place iin the afternoon,
the weatber being bitterly cold and snowflakes falling.
The writer descrilies the graduai sinking of Mont Va-
lerian and Ment Martre lielow the horizon; things whicli
liad been relatively biig liecoming relatively littie; the
hlis obliterated, the great horizon linos assuming prom-
inence ; the windings of the river iying like folded riblions
as far as St. Denis ; the profound silence, the motionlesa


