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unsatisfactory. Poetry and history have flourished hest, and the ligliter
essay (caiied by the Frenchi Chronique) cornes third. In this last form. of
composition Arthur Buies ranks easily first, though since ilector Fabre
left Quebec, we have had nothing se good as he used to give us. The

Chroniques always afforded Fabre the opportunity of saying those graceful
and witty things wbich dropped fromn the point of his pen apparently

without effort. Long residence in Paris bas changeci Fabre into the Fren-
chiest of Frenchmen, and he bias lost completeiy those traces of Canadianism
which gave him his fame. To-day he writes like a thousand other brilliant

Frenchmen, frce from the conventionai. barrs of the new world. Hie is
more polished perhaps, in some respects, but the Canadian stamp bas

disappeared. This may be a menit in a iiterary senise, but individuality
is a strong point in authorship, and when a mail loses that he lbses a

quality that cannot be made up by mere elegance of diction. The i-f4ining

process may be canried too fan, just as the reaiits in fiction these days are

riding their hobbies te the verge of vapidity.
Mr. Richardsons self-imposed task is to discover wberein. American

literature really differs frorn English literature, and wherein it is but a

branch beaning the saine fruit iii a different corner of tlic enclosure, It is

not necessary to accompany huai in his cnquiry. lis point is suggestive,

and may he pursucd in any examnination of French literature in Canada

that may be made with mnuch the samie recuit. Eug]yishi literature may be

said to have two branches on this continent, the contribution frornf the
United States, and the contribution fromi Canada thfli latter, it must bc

confessed, is flot extensive, though timie xuay remedy ovin shorteomings in
that respect. But Engian<l's French -Canadians are also adding to a parent

stemn ; the stem, however, is French. The Frencli-Canadians are loyal to

Britain, and if a plebiscite were taken to-niorrow, it wouid in ail probability

resuit in an airnost unanimous vote for the maintenance of Britisb connec-
tien. But for aIl tbat, the poets love to sing tlic praises of the patriote of

1837, and Papineau is still their hiero, though fifty years have passed away

since be raised the flag of revoit, and the 01(1 wnonge bave long ago been

redressed. This, perhaps, is oniy natural, but witb ail their admiration of
iBritish institutions, it is sunprising how little in the way of praise tbe

Q uebec peets and essayiste find to say about them. Many of them are
ready te admit at once that on no accounit would they change tlheir aile-

giance te that of France, but for ail that British valeur and the British
Tbrone find littie if any expression in the heroic verse of the Province.

And yet ne one would think of questioning tbe ioyalty of the French-
Canadians. Their loyalty is particularly effusive, and at ail banquets ai-d

places of public amusement, the bealth of the Queen is drunk with

entlîusiaeni, and the National Antheni closes the ententaiancent, the peoph.
standing with uncovered heads. But ietwithstanding ail this, the eu]y
lL(roes who arc inimortalised in French-Canadian poems are mon of tbe
blooil who fought Englishmen, and the only battlefields wbich flnd places
iii thini songs are Chose in wbich tlic cenmen eneniy appeared. One

exception there is, tbe great De Salaberry, wvho fought under tbe British flag
against tbe Amenicans. Pans in his honour are Sung, but tbey are to lis
personal reaown alone, and net always te the general cause.

In ameasure then, Mr. Richiardsonisewneig inlbis premises. The French
language and literature as well as tlic Englislh bave put forth an offsboot il,
another country. Tbe product in Frerch ('anada, in a way, le inconsiderable,
it niay ho said, and perlxaps Mr. Richardson would net be disposed te take it
at all jute consideration. But it must be observed Chat lettons in British
America, Frnch and Englisb, are still in their infancy. They bave hardly
passed the first stage. But the Colonial period of American authonehip was
paltny enough aise, and its beginninge were tritling andl almeet entinely value-
less. But Amenican authership te day je 8treng, vigoreus, and intense in
coleur, and since the War it bas increased witli wonderfui strides. [te future
development ne man can determnine. Withiiî tlic last dezea years or se a
very large numlîer ef able wniters bias sprung up, and they have done
much te stixaulate American thouglit, and te encourage a national feeling.
But the splendid group cemposed of Longfellow, Hawvthorne, Emerson,
Bryant, Wbittier, Holmes, and Lowell leaves neo successors. In miner
singers tbe Republic is ricb, and there never was a timie in its bistory when
it bad se rnany rnenandwomen ableto writewell on almost every cenceivable
tepic, se nîany noveiists cf menit, and se mnany essayiste of znarked ability
and culture. The fameus New England coterie gave dignîty and solidity te
Ainerican autbersbip. Perbaps the needs of the ceming gonerations mnay
not ho se exacting. In that case there xviii ho les neceesity for future
H-awtbornes and Ernorsens.

There are some whe assure us that until Canada is independent it can
have ne real live literary aspiration. Natienal feeling, tbey Say, cannot
corne te us until we abandon the merely Colonial connection with tlic
Mothor Country, and become a nation in the truc sensp. Complete seveV-

ance from. the Empire wiii hriug about its responsibilities, and these wouid
be grave enougb. I hardly think independence wouid heip us mucb, and
I do net Ss that it wouid stimulate the literary faculty te any very great
oxtent. The growth of a large icisure class in the Dominion would do
more te encourage Canadian authorship than anything else that I can

think of at. present. In the meantime our writers are only feeling their
way. GEORGE STEWART, JUN.

SUNDA Y CARS.

CANON DUROULIN bas sbowu his usual intelligence and courage in taking up
the~ sub ect of Sunday cars in a sermon. It really is a great tbing te have
eue clergyman wbe is net the mere xnouthpiecc cf the prejudices cf bis
cengregatien. We do net mean that there are ne more. But, at lest,
there is one. And the truth mnust be teld, that thene are à good iany
l)elonginig t.o a very different dlace, wbo are simpiy tyraunised over by their
p(copIe, and, înstoad cf being the leaders, are tbe led.

New, wby should we net have Street cars on the Sunday ? Or, again, why
should we 'i Those who ebject te the ruuning cf cars on Snnday are bound
te answen the flrst question ; those wbo neconîmend it are beund te answer
tbe second. But, penbaps, it ie necessany te go a little funthen back.

What do we mean by Suuday, the Sabhatb, or, te give it neither its
seccular naine non its Jewisb naine, but its Christian name, the Lord's Day 1
What is its meaning ? Whiat obligation dees it impose upon Christian
peepleî Certainly it is net the Jewish Sabbath. Anchdoacon Hessoy's
Bampten Lectures on that subýjeet have neyer been answencd. Thoso who
want a more concise statemont of the argument may find it in Archbishop
Whately's Essays. But for Christians, S. Paul bas neally settled this ques-
tion once fer ail. IlOne mlan," he says (Rom. xiv. 5., R. V.), Ilesteemeth
one day abovo another: anothen esteemetb eveny day alike. Lot each man
ho fuiiy assuned in bis own mind." And again (Coless. ii. 16), "Lot ne man
therefore judge you in meut, or in drink, or in respect of a feast day or a
new moon or a Sahhatb day." In short, the iaw of the Sabbath is part of
the Jewisb ceremoniai law, which bas been abolished by the gospel. And
this was the judgment of the Ancient Cbunch, of the Medioeval Church, of
the Refermera (cortainly cf Calvin and Knox), and, in fact, cf noarly ail
Cbristian communions except the English Puritans, and those who were
influenced hy thom.

Neventhelese, the Lord's Day bas a sacred meaniug, and eacred uses, aud
these have been recognised through ail the Church's bistory. Early ceun-
cils recommended tbat tbere should be ne unneceeeary work done on that
day, and tbat it should be a special day for Christian worsbip. Christian
com mon sense lias, therefore, ruied that on the Lord's Day ail wonk should
lie stopped which could be stoppod without considerable inconvenience te
the public, and that the general atnîosphene cf tho day shouid bc calm, and
neiigi.us, and that Christian worsbip should have peculian prominence on
this day.

Iadeed, there ie almeet Scniptune autbonity for the meeting of the
Cbunch fer worship on the Lord's Day, although net, perhaps, for absten-
tion front work. But, upon the whole, we may say that Clînistians cf ail
Churches are agreed that the day should be a sacred day, and that people
should, as much as possible, ho released from. wonk, altbough there is a
wide difference cf opinion as te the nature and amount cf recreation which
sbeuld ho sanctiened on that day.

Witbeut dealing with the subjeet generaly-which is, perbaps, noces-
sary, if we wouid bave oun feu ndations laid bnoadly-we will bore nestrict
our remanks te the question of nunning street-cans on Sunday. That the
case cannot bo quite se dlean as soale seein te imagine may be inferred front
the fact of the diverse usages wbich prevail in different cities. In New
Yerk, we believe, there je ne restriction, nor in Detroit, non in Buffalo.
Crossing the bonder te our ewn side, in Hamilten we iud street-cars ruinning
at Church tinme, but thon oniy. Coming te Toirente we fiud noue on
Sunday.

Now, meet people would like te approve of the 'loronto fashien, if there
were nothing sonjous te bc said against it. But, at starting, eue inust
admit Chat tbe whole wisdoni cf tlie world is net uecessarily te ho fouud in
Troute whilo ail other places are învolved in cuter darnose. And the
real question is, Wbicb plan is the meet calculated te premote the best
intereste cf the community, and hew far is it expedient that freedoma cf
travelling shouid ho iiuterfered with on the Lord's Dayî

0f course, the great argument againet ail kinds cf Sunday traffic,
iuvolving as it does the empîcyment of labour, le that mien and wemeu
are thus depnived cf their much-needed day cf reet, and partialiy or eutireiy
prevented froin jeiuing in public worsbip, and this is a good argument;
but it i8i net abeolute. A certain ameunt cf werk is donc of necessity
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