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held and managed in the interests of the Mother Country across the ocean.
They would not stay to ask whether she bought the territory from a foreign
POwer, and for how mucli. They would expect her to deal with them
a's Citizens of the nation. They would dlaim that by takin g possession of
Sforeign territory, enduring the hardships of pioneers, cultivating the

land and developing its resources, they established a natural riglit to the
POssession of the soul, and that their fellow-citizens at home would be amply
recoraPensed by the indirect advantages arising from the addition to the
Wvealth and business of the Empire. A fortiori, no high-spirited British or
Canadians will long consent to remain the colony of a colony under simi-

arvhumiliating conditions. If the Canadian Parliament and people wish
tO heal, thoroughly, the sores of their brethren in the North-West, let them
in1sist on the prompt correction of the most galling part of the Govern-
fielnt's present land policy. Let theni proclaim, without condition or
eeservation, the just niaxim, IlThe land of the North-West for the people
Of the North-West."

Few settiers in the great prairie districts will now refuse to accord to
8ir John A. Macdonald and lis Government a meed of praise for their
SPirited railway policy. Contrasted with any purposes that were avowed
bY either Mr. Mackenzie or Mr. Blake, the scheme which has resulted in
throwîîng a railway fromn the International Boundary to the Rocky Moun-
tans in an almost incredibly short space of time, is broad and statesman-

ie.But none the less the monopoly clause, as interpreted by the dis-
all0wance of the Manitoba charters, is a imost damaging bleînisli. That
this clause, as thus interpreted, can remain in operation until the expiry
of the contract is out of the question. Rebellion, followed by Independence
Or Annexation, would settie the question hefore haif the years liad expired.
The cniinof farmers, in a land so far distant from the world's mark ets

al reat channels of commerce, is bad enough at the best, no matter how
fertile and easy of cultivation the sou. I am' free to admit that a great
P)art of the inconvenience and loss against which those of Manitoba are now
crying out is inevitable under the circumstances. The man who has been
attrafcted by the marvellous ricliness of the prairie soil, and lias thouglit
h'inSeîf wealthy in the possession of a fine farm on the simple condition of
euîltivation, is naturally enough disappointed, if not enraged, wlien lie finds
that witli tliousands ofbushels of grain inbis bins, lie is nobetter off for
%il his toil, inasmnucli as his crop is not worth the cost of carniage to tlie
rlearest market. No douht tlie Canadian Pacific Railway mionopoly often
O0flhes in for a share of the blame which it does flot deserve. Under the
inost favourable circumstances it is a work of time to get even a prairie
0ountry intersected witli the vast network of railways needed to bring
the bulk of its population within reacli of a profitable market. But alI the
4fore, those who are responsible for the raiîway systemn of sucli a country
ehOuîd see to it that no artificial. obstacles are added to the too formidable
litural ones. The soonen some just terins are made with the Syndicate,
for the giving up of tlieir monopoly, the better will be the chances for

alayn the populan discontent in the Northi-West, and consolidating it
'ith the rest of the Dominion.

The present exorbitant taxes on the implements of liusbandny and tlie
houseliold, and on the niecessaries of daily if e, are simply an intolerable
YOke Upon the neck of the Northi-West people. The attempt to turn the
eurrents of trade out of tlieir natural channels, and to force tliem througli
lO1ng and unnatural routes by sucli artificial. embankments, is worthier of
the Beventeenth than of the nineteenth century. Under the most favour-
able conditions, the great cost of these indispensables is a terrible barrier
to the settlement and progreas of a new land, so far fromn trade and manu-
factuning centres. Is it to be wondered at tliat tlie settlers in tlie Nortli-
West, now that tliey are beginning to review the situation calmly, to take
stock of tlieir advantages, and to discount their difficulties, are rising up
allil 8t as one man to say, "lConfederation or no Confederation, Canada or
il' 'Canada, this is an im position to whicli we cannot and will not longer
Shbrit î »

There are other features of tlie situation to which, it seems to me, tlie
attention~ of the readers of TIIE WEEK sliould be called. But this letter is
1011g enougli. With tlie Editor's approval I may refer to some of tliem
"gain. J. E. W.

TI*E following pathetic verse was lately sung by a tenor wlio was
%ecCûIpanying himself, and wlio had unfortunately forgotteuî bis words:

If I were a Lumti-tum lum-titum-too
In tlie land of the olive and fig,

P'd sit all day on the trolle-lol-loo
And play on tlie thingee-me-jig.

And if in tlie Rumde-dum battle I fal
A wliat's-its-name's all tliat I crave-

But bury me deep in the what-you-may-call,
And plant thing-um-bobs over my grave!

THE . P. R. BY THE KICKJNG HJORSE PASSAND
THE 'SELKIRKS- VIII.

IN THE SELKIRKS.

WE spent two days witli Major Rogers at tlie câclie or log chalet that lie
had constructed as bis lieadquarters, and discussed witb himi fur hours bis
three sumimers' explorations in the mountains, and our prospects of getting
tlirough the Selkirks and Golàl Ranges to Kamloops. About a mile from
the câche we saw, witliout regret, the Kîcking Horse lose itself in the
Columbia. The united streain runs directly to the north, between the
iRockies and tlie Selkirks, as if intending to, unite its waters witli the
Fraser and make a river worthy of British Columbia; but at the Big Bend
it turns riglit round and fiows directly south, away down to and beyond
the boundary line, wliere it is no longer ours, I believe, because at tlie timle
of tlie Oregon dispute a near relative of tlie Prime Minister told hini that
the river was not worth quarrelling about, for tlie salmon in it wouldni't
risc to a fiy. Behind the càclie is a bencli tliree or four bundred feet higli,
and above it another, and a third above it again. We cliîubed the t:rst,
and liad sucli a good view that we did not think it necessary to climb the
others. To the right and left, spurs of the Rockies rise some four tliousand
feet, the torrent of the Kicking Horse flowing between theni, rather peace-
fully now that it is nearing the close of its mad rush from the summnit. At
our feet tlie valley of the Columbia extends nortli and south, covered with
trees and shrubberies, the noble looking river winding in and out among
thein and fiowing with a quiet current in strong contrast to the usual
course of its tributary. Tlie forest-clad foothilîs of the Selkirks risc
almost imînediately from tlie river banks ; beyond these a first line of
mountains, also wooded, and right behind tlie first a second line covered
witli snow fields, both with fine peaks, but from this point of view by no
means so bold and distinctive as the Rockies. There seems a cleft in tlie
range right opposite, but the Major says that it leads only to impassable
walls of mountain, from the summit of which, instead of a hopeful river
valley stretching down tlie western slope, lie had been able to sce Il nothing
but snow-clad desolation iii every direction." It us nccessary for the rail-
way, and therefore for us, to go thirty miles to the nortli before crossing
the river and beginning the ascent of the sullen range. Tliat bend of
thirty miles the Major had kindly arranged that we should make with
comparative ease on Monday, by rowing down tlie river for eighteen miles,
and then, a six-mile long cafton intervening, taking to our liorses again and
making for the proposed railway crossing by tlie trail tliat lie had cut out
along the river bank.

On Sunday morning divine service was lield in the open air among tlie
stumps near the câclie. Notice having been sent to the camp of the
engineer's party engaged in running the line in the lower section of the
Kicking Horse valley, it was attended by twenty-three meni. Naturally
enougl ail came, for it was the first opportunity they liad liad of engaging
in public worship since beginning their work. Tliey took part in the ser-
vice lieartily and reverently, and 1 think that it did them good, were it
only in awakening old liallowod associations. The form that I used, and
tliat I arn accustomed to use in travelling in the Nortli-West, is the one
arranged at Mr. Fleming's suggestion, when lie was chief engineer of the
C.P.*R., by three Ottawa clergymen, belonging respectively to tlie Churclies
of Rome, England and Scotland. Mr. Fleming at the time was Goverii-
ment engineer, and of course "lthe duty of an Opposition being to oppose"
in LordRandolph Churchill's frank phrase, a writer in the Globe made what
lie, and doubtless sorne of lis readers, supposed to be great fun, not oilly,,
of the engineer and the Government, but of the clergymen wlio biad
co.opcrated in compiling the little work. The able editor wished to know
if tlie engineer was paid for attending to religious matters of that ilk, and
particularly wislied to know who was to pay for the copies that would be
supplied to tlie scores of parties out in the wildernesses froni the Uliper
Ottawa to the Pacific. Had not Canada rid herself of churcli estab-
lisliments? And was one rag or any other slightest mark of the Beast to,
be allowed again upon lier fair form ? I arn inclined to think that the
writer might have been asliamed of lis Ilwut," if it had ever been bis lot
to, see any one of the score of littie congregations that I have seen gatliered
togetien to worship God in the prairies and tlie mountains, simply because
the men, red and white, , re told that the service to be used liad the
sanction, so fan as individual clergymen could give ut, of churches so wide
apart as the Papal, Prelatic and Presbyterian. But if the three pillar
apostles had compiled the little book, it would have been the duty of the
Opposition ail the samne to have made an attack, and made it would have
been, accordingly. .And yet we are expected to believe wliat one organ says
about the Provincial, and what another organ says about the Dominion
Government !
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