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and sorrow, mnisfortune and Ioss, whicbl we have brought on others as well as on
ourselves. For, alas 1 for us wlio sincerely mourn over our mistakes we cannot,
however willing, take ait the consequences on ourselvcs. Society at large, those
who have truisted our character and ability, as well as those rearer and dearer
to us, must suifer with us ; and, misery of miseries to a sensitive nature, vi
brave and maniy enough to *stay and face these consequences, must look on
and see them, suifer tili we can, in some nieasure at ieast, repair the evil we
have donc.

Let us then seek out. the cause that we m-ay, cach 0ne for hinmself, apply
the remedy. That there is a cause-that there is a remedy who can doub.
who believes in a 41Providence which shapes our ends "? C'od sýCnds no one
into this world ivithout somne w'ise and benelicent endi in view, for the individuial
so sent, as ivell as for the con îtitvt. 'Fblere is somre work for %which eachi is
pecuiiariy fitted,-in wvhich lie c-an be emîlnenltiy usefuil to his fellows. If lie
does it, they will be constrained to rise uj> ami cail himi blessed. He xviii earn
at least bis bread, even if ut Ne by the sweat of bis brow,, and if poor in wvorldly
weaitb Nv'ill be stili no bankrupt in lionour- amiong bis feliows.

W/c believe, then, that the answer to these two questions nmust be an affirmn-
ative one. Tlhere is sorte p)art of tlie workinig inachinery of the Nworld ieft wveak
for want of ecub one of us. 'l'here is sorte niche iii the world's gallery of lionour
ieft vacant for eachi to fill with the loveliness of duty fiîlfied,-the scuiptured
grandeur of that repose which ensues %Nhen our activities have becomne con-
creted forever into the rounded formn of enduring truth,-truth towards onr oIN-1
nature and capabilities, truth to the service of others. Lt is because we have
missed this airn, perbaps neither known nor tbouglit of it, that we have failedl.
But the resuit of our errors lias corne. We are awake to the facts. W'e have
still capacities wvithin us sceking more eagerly tiîan ever their truc otiet. Con-
sciously and really distressed at the disastrous restilts of' our actions, wc desire
sincerely and humibly to make amends to the world in lhones. service w hici -;hall
benefit humanity.

'l'o the less,)exp)erieticed but more fortunate or wortliy 'Vraders who have
aiways been attended with a fair measure of success, who estimiate success as
flot only the test of menit but of honlesty of purpose, such a description of the
feelings of an.) bankrupt may ieemi like the wiidest dreamn ; but ut is neverthe-
less the faci., that nine-tenths of the iiumierons baiik ruptcies amonti uis are calistd,
flot Ny deliberate dislionesty of purpose, but by errors in jndgmient regardîng
cither flic possibilities of trade, or Our ()%vi capaîni ities. \\e may fairiy dlaiml
that nine-tenths of the failtires that occur are attrihutable to nieedless lutt honest-
intentioned over-tradiîîg, incapacity to grappie with the practical ditffculties of
the trade undertaken, or an utter hack of busiticess capacity. [ni seine fev cases
exccss of bontesty, begetting excessive trîîstfiîlness of others, is the .one sole
cause. Excessive cuiiidity i also sonietinies thle l)rinary reason of failuire. 'l'O
grasp aftcr the control of the trade of a whole city or district to tic extinction
of al] competitors, is so remnarkably like tlic garne of draw-îîoker, iii which one
.stakes bis ail] in beating down and Il wcakeniig " bis advursary's Il biad," that
it bardly requires tlie gift of proplîecy to for-etel ultimiate diaslr his class,
however, licilngs to the olle-tenith of dishjonest insoivencies.

But the o11e cause of by far the mnosi. failur-es i die intter unifitniess, Ny
natural aptitude, for tlic speciaI trade etngnge<l ini. Meii, liorn c client carpenl-
ters, suddenly emierge into the luruber trade, bl>i( a luinher mdiii, anîd becoine
traders arîd mnufacturcrs, without the sliglitest knowledge or aptitude for
eitbcr, excepi. tbe knowiedge bow to l'ashion imbner aftcr it is mîade. Mîen
with the tbews and sinews of a Hercules are foundl electing, for flie sake of a
sharn gcnitiiity, to spend their strength iii nicasuring rihbons and gaînîiiing
the fair sex loto purcbasing (iress goods. 1-itaven-INomi mechîanics beconme, for
sîrnilar reasons, dealers iii tea and sugar. Meni wlîosc natures lead thiin to
intellectual purstîits merge thenîselves, for famiily reasons perbaps, ilito the
eminently practical trade of' hardware. whiclî requires much of the skiil and
experience of flic trained nîechanic. Others, with the hones. pride and inborro
independence generaily attributed to the Il village Hlamplden," aiiow i.bemscives
to star. as Commission Agents, that vague style of commetciai lifé svbicb is
destincd to run themi into truckling to botb constituent and cuistomner Io make
sales, force themn to Ilbecome ail things to ail n " that they nuay gain a
siender commission. Which kind of dishonour to choose is apt soon to bccoluie
a practical problemn soivcd Ny Insoivcncy.

Is it any wonder then that such men, so placed, fail in attaining any result
satisfactory to themseives or others who trust themn ? Is ut flot, as anl erninent
writer has said, a constant recurrence of the Ilround peg filiing the square Nioie,
and the square peg trying to jamn itseif into the round hole "? 'r'he one fails
out ; the other cannot .get in. Did cither succeed in maintaining its place,
couid it feel comfortable there ?

It is an axiomn in morais-that most practicai of ail sciences-that amend-
ment cannot be begun tili we sec and acknowlcdge to ourselves the cause of the
cvii within ourseives. So is it in so-calied Ilpracticai life."1 We must. sec and
acknowledge tie error we ourseives bave miade, and perceive that as tbec cause
of failure. 'l'le cause once scen, the reppiedy is flot far to seek. If for social
reasons Hercules bas taken to seliing trimmings and dress goods and faiicd to
shine in that pursuit, ici. 1dm bring bis niagnificent mnusdd*lar development into
play in some other more congeniai occupation, aîîd there is yet a career before
him. The man with the deft bands and inventive brain of the skiiied mechanîc
must cease to attemrp. tbe mechanical (?) pursuit of weighing out tea and suigar,
and empioy bis talents on what is more akin to his nature. Neyer mind the
grime on bis bands and ciothes. [t wiii wash off more easiiy and more
thoxoughiy than the stain of uselessness and failure he bas inflictcd on bis
honour. We wbo have tbouglit more bighly of ourseives and our abilities than
we ought to tbink, have perlîaps ý,een tauglit Ny thec resuits of that overweeliflg
self-confidence to think soberly and rightly of nur powers, and to estimate
more correctUy what God bas fitted uis to do usefully, because ,perfectiy. if we
have found we iack tbe ability to lead, let uis cease to try, but rather folinw some
other leader, seiiing hlm our labour, t? Ne guided Ny bis superior ability. There
need be no degradation in this. Brains are no more useful ini their degree than
bands are in their degree. Each wouid Ne useless without the other. Good
%Ihands " are an invaluabie blessing to a sound Ilbead," and the latter canniot
afford to treat the former with disrespect. Tbose of us who bave trusted toO
generousiy, too confidingly, and though being ourselves deceived, deceived

others, bave perbaps mucli sympatby 1frorn ail, even from. those wbom, we have
svroîîged. Stili, that sympathy is mingled with some measure of contemp.
Nor is this altogether unjus.. WXe bave actuaiiy injured those we trusted ton
iargely, as weil as those who trusted us. We bave lacked wisdom, and the
natural consequence lias corne uipon us in loss of respect for our judgment from.
those who are wiser thaîî ourselves. We bave gratified our emotions of
generosity witbout sufficiently regardîng the truc airn of usefuiness to others.
I bat mos. refined of ail the forms which selfisbness assumes bas been ours,-
doing good and bcstowing trust and confidence for the pleasure ut gave our-
selves, îlot for thc gond it did to others. WXe must. swalloiv the penalty, and
if ive bave icarn. the lessoxi, star. again svith tue more limited powers afforded
uis, but, let us hope, better applied.

Tl'ien there are among our ranks, and îlot perhaps the leas. conspicunus,
men of ultra sanguinencss of disposition wbo, over-confideîît in their power of
braixi and industry to conquer lack of capital or credit, bave launched ou.
boldly into enterprises far beyond their tinancial. strength. Th1ey lîad perbaps
both braiîîs and industry surpassing that of their competîtors, but they lacked
tue needfiui tools to Nvork with. 'T'heir barque, too heavily freigbted, took the
ground aîîd missed that Il tide wbich, taken ai. the flood, ieads on to fortune."
At the critical momxent there w'as not watem eîîough to float thcm. Tlaients
like these need flot Ne lost,-mnust not be los.. Tlhere are men of capital
lacking just that ceniment of success wbich tbey cao supply. He who has iight
and bnilliancy in hîm must. flnd a golden candlestick on wbich to res. that be
unay irradiate the community and comiplete the usefulness both of that candle-
stick and binîseif.

Wh'at of the ten per centi. of deliberately disiiones. anîong us ? For them,
too, thîcre is hope, if they, ehoose to begin now to cease to plan, and do, cvil,
and learii to do well. A manî cao live down any sin-any disgracc-if he wills
t (I o it. Nor let any of us dame to binder him. Let mcen take beed that tbey
offcîîd îlot any of siack littie onles, oniy beginning their fiiglit towards the
Eterniia iiglit--as yet iii tue earhy stage of child.hood-which may develop into
the perfect inaniiood of goodness and truth.

Aijl the varions fornis of failure and disaster are traceable to one grea.
cause %wlîich uiiderlies thin. It is sel fi sbness,-regarding self more than others
-seeking gain, repitation, or Ileciat," for the sake of self, or those dependen.
on0 self. Iosiîg siglît of the true ai of life, iisefuleies, we bave tried, flot to
fi a vacant spacc n the universe witlî nur best labour, our highes. devotion
of thouIght and puirjose, but to fill a ioîiging in our own bosoni with the tbings

t tuie and of senlse. 'iis %vas iîardiy sensible. 'lese cao neyer satisfy our
truc niature. L.oviiig sersvice to o//o'rs-nio for sel/-is the end which, kep.
steadilv iii view iii ahil oir actions, ii guide us ever ariglît and make edery
sacritx(c of hersonal case or coimfomt, tlîe truest case, the trues. comfomi. in the
happiness it iriigs tn othxers. Semvinig our brethren frorn love to themi we wili
ece long hegin tii liiid m e arc siiiiply sers'iig God, carrying oui. His purposes
towards uis, lîy forîuiig of ourselses a chianiiel, ilong which His Gospel of

peace on earth, gond will t(> men," nîay flow. 'l'lien ive shahl begin to realize
thxat lie who loves (;nd hloves lus brethr-cii also, and becoîne conscious that ut is
poss5ible to oi>cy tue iv dCoxiaidnît-eIo shah. love the Lord i.hy
( od with ail thxy lîcamt, andl %vith ail thîy nîind, aîîd with ail thîy strength," Ny
Il ioviixg thy ncighiîour as th'sf" ix t/jat inrsuit there cati Ne no failuire, for
(;od is with nis, overcouxîîxg thxe cvilin ius, svith ''Goon)."

THE SOUL 0F THE LAND IS AWAKE.

ni-nc i Oi U R VOLeNTEERS.

'l'lie soul of' tuec land( is assake,
Wiiates'cr the scomiier nîay say,

Ami nothiîîg shaîl saddeîî lier, flotiig shahl shake
il'lie spirit that moves lier to-day;

With the faitii aîîd the firnincss of yore,
Witx sot] that no tbmeat can appai,

Hem sons stanîd, the girdie aîîd shieid of ber shore,
And are ready-aye, ready for ai.

Behoid !how tiîey throng o'er tlie land,
From city, and bamiet, and plain,

A legion of freenien, a resointe band,
Preixarcd to (10 battie again ;

Froîn the centre ail round to the coas.,
'l'hey wiii muster wben duty shall cail;

Ton steady to swerve, and tno manly to Noast,
''licy arc ready-aye, ready for ail.

"I'ley scek iiot to stnive with tue foc,
'i'hey challenîge ot kaiscr or king;

'1'ey Nest love the Nlessiîigs that peace cao Nesi.ow,
And the trxumphs that commerce cao Nning:

But siîould reckhess ambition presumne
'l' 1ni0enace with danger and tlîraii,

<Give them bernes to lcad tbem, and p]enty of ronm,
And thcy're ready-aye, ready for ail.

Truc freemen can neyer grow cold
To dignity, honour, and right,

Tbey can prove it to-day, as they've proved ut of nid
In many a glorious figbit:

With courage undaunted and keen,
Prepared for what chance may befali,

In defence of their fireedom, their country and Queen,
They are ready-aye, ready for ail.

Pro A rs et Focis.


