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Commmnication, -
THE TAILORS STRIKE.

Wo ingert with plensuro the following com-
munication which has been handed us for
publication :—.

(To the Editor of the Ontario Workman.)

S1R,—At this early stage of our trade dif-
ficulty with the master -tailors of Toronto, it
is my duty as a friend of humanity. to make
an effort to check an cvil before it becomes
greater, We have made a denmiand for an in-
crease on our present bill of prices, and have
submitted it to our respective employers, for
their consideration. We ask to be paid at the
rate of 18 cents an hour ; we receive at pre-
sent 15 cents per hour. In St. Cutharines,
the prices paid in first-class shops are con-
siderably above what Toronto pays. I speak
in reference to the four first-class sh8ps here
that have lockéd out their workmen ; and, let
mé ask, for what? for asking an increase in
their wages in a respectful way.

In St. Catharines, taillors are paid 15 and
20 cents per hour, I am quoting from their
bill of prices which I have before me as I am
writing this letter, and which came into over-
ation on the 1st of May, 1873.". The employers
in St. Catharines have: sigried that bill, and
their signatures can be seen attached. If they.
onn afford to pay from 15c .to 20c an hour to
their workmen, surely it is not an extraordin-
ary demand to ask 18c per hour in Toronto.
Unless we ask an increase of wages in our busy
time, there is not a shadow of s chance of get-
ting it in the slack seasons. I do admit that
in the view the employers take, appearances
are somewhat against: ua:irt' making our pre-

_ sent demand. Two-years ago our grievances
were before the- public, and it may appear
that we.are hard to pléase ;.but when I give
a fair explanation, it may. give our present

.grievances a different complexion. Two years
sgo the four employars that the men on strike
worked for, agreed to -meet,-and did meet, a
committes which  onr -society :iappointed, to
mutually settle. the - difficulty ; bat in the de-
tails of our bill of prices they alikvéu our de-
mands so closely, that to.my ‘knowledge, it
did not give the utufuctnon that we hoped it
would. S

In regerd to the lo.rge wegee we are raid to
earn in busy times, I-hope wmy explanation
will give satisfaction.. . We have two  busy
seasons in the year, .one commencing early in
September and ending early.in Janusry, the
other commencing early.in March, and ending
early in July. : Now, if men do not work hard
in thess busy sessom“they cannot earn much
in the slack times iutervening between.§ Some
men, a8 it is well known, can work faster than

" others. Ikngw, to my knowledge, men that
work where I do, and who, in busy times, eat
their dinners in the workshop, and often their
suppers also, and who.work till 12 o’clock at
night, and sometimes "till : morning. Now,
what is the .gpusd of that? Simply, the rush
of work; and the scarcity—at that season—of
workmen, - ,Gentlemen wanting their gar-
ments for the winter ‘will have them, if possi--
ble, before Jnn\mry, and -in like manner gen-
tlemen requiring summor: germents, will have
them, if; posaible,. befo;e the end of June ; and
is it nob too. bad to use the agency of the
public prens to leul the  public »stray in re ‘4
to the wages the ;tail on .earn in their buy
seasons, whilo tyoy mnko no mention at all of
the amount esrned, in the.slack times. - Now, |
in regard to our elagk saasops,. withont fear of
sontradiction, I eay during the last ten years

and this for four monthp in, the; year, So
much for the large. wager that taxlore can

The omployers i their c’ommumcahon WAtH
us—their ;workmen-———snd .“vie‘ should not
trouble thefs, they 476 40 buby Vhtli their’ foll
: bunness. bt if i we- would" wait witil 'thelr
busy sexsonl'Was 6Ve; they would” havb’ here
leisure to'attiend; to. Gur demnnde Who evor
heard off *oﬂmén‘gottmg In increase of whget
in slaolo tikeb ¥:-Whiy, dir,’ they weuld’ lnugh
at our detiandii; °I'think you will agree’ with
me that! :emnm B arigheat: stretch: of “gotier: |

osity on! ﬂﬂu’ﬁiﬂ‘ ﬁi;“ "iede our wageh ‘m
slack times, -

‘Then their- oomplnnt ‘of“*the want of suffi-
oient timeto-Sonkider tha:seale of prices sub-
mitted by thé:workingmienito. their employers
is merely:a subterfuge ‘dod- a sham,  Surely

- three day’s. eomdeuﬁmzot :4 tailor's- demand
. for an advande:of ‘'wagesin vory dear and ex-
pensive timee, ought to be quite sufficient for

-} be¢ome a reality.

only the inclination or desire to honestly meet
our just demands. In conclusion I may say
that I alone am responsible for this communi-
cation, hoping that it will be reccived in a
friendly spirit—the spirit in which it is writ-
ten—believing that it may help a littlo to bring
about an early settlement. Ob ! if that gol-
den rule that waa brought down from Heaven
by the Son of God—of doing to others as we
would wish that thoy should do unto us—was
more generally obsarved through the world,
in all the large centres of trade, thers would
not be so many strikes as . we hear of in our
day.

Hoping, sir, that you will.award me space
in your widely circulated journal, I sign my-
self-— our most obedlent servant,

Joserrr BoNDIDIER.
Toronto, Sept. 30th, 1873.

BANQUET IN THE TRADES’ ASSEM-
BLY HALL

——

The ba.nquet in connection with the
Canadian Labor Congress took place on
Wednegday evening, 24th inst., in the
Trade¥¥Assembly Hall, which was appro-
priately decorated. The chair was occupied
by Mr. J. W Carter, President, and tho
vice-chairs bywMr. D. J. O'Donoghue, of
Ottawa, and Magness, of St. Cathai-
ines. Overone jgindred were in attendarice.
After full justice had been done to the
bounteous supply of edibles, fumshed by
Mr. Raffignon, the usnal loyal and patriotic
toasts were drank and responded to.

The Chsirman proposed the toast -of
“‘The Queen, tho Prince and Princess of
Wales and Royal Family,” in & few terse

Majesty than the Workingmen of Canada,
The sentiment was received with applause
and the toast drank with enthusiasm.

- After the next toast, ““The Governor-
Genergl and the Lieutenant-Governors of
the Provinces,”

song, which was well applauded. .
. The toast, ¢ The Canadian Volunteers,”

Own, to his feet, who responded in fitting
.terms on behalf of the ¢ brave boya.,”

Mr. Wm, Magness, of 8St. Catharines,
‘rendered, in capital style, the beautiful
‘poem, “‘ Bingen on.the Rhine.”

““The Visiting Brothren,” which was re-
céived with loud applause.
" Brief and interesting responses wero made
by Mr. Craig, of Hamilton ; Mr. Bridge, of
London ; Mr. Robertson,’ of Ottawa ; Mr.
Edwords, of Seaforth ; Mr. York, of St.
Catharines ; Mr. Dunsheath of Bowman-
ville ; and Mr Hunter, of Oobourg

The Chairman then, in some well-tlmed
remerks, ‘gave the toast of “The Press, »
espacially conneotma therewith the ONTABIp
-“WorgMAN and Leader. . Those two journals
more particularly advocated the interests of
their class in a-spirit of fair play; and he
‘eonsidered the Workmaw should be part of
every ‘workirigman’s weekly outlay.

‘Mr. J. 8. Williams, of the Oxranto
 WOREMAN, spoke of the pleasure it afford-

‘ed him'to reach home in time to be presentA

at their gathering. He had long advocated
the holding of such a Congress and was ex-
f-eedmgly gmtlﬁed that the scheme for. in-
augurating a Canadian Labor. League . had
They might justly claim
that so:far as matters had gone their most
-sanguine expectations .had. been. exceeded.:
‘He hoped that the League would: take  up
some vital: questl,on relating “to- labor:and

the'ﬁne at*once; bt stick tosome partlou]:\r
oh;eqt until it was effected. The press was
the groat méans through which the agn,atlon,
neeesnery to‘secn e thetr rwhts must, be

carried on.  He urged upon the. delegates

pnncxples of umomsm by means of the.
press. | 0 e

The. oiher r:epresentah.ves of the pross
o.leo responded. SO

* Mr.: Rouse song:in a very: ‘lmmoroue
manner, *Think your head.”: '

men of intelligence, and would bo, had they

The Chairmsy then proposed the Presi-.

‘remarks, stating that he believed' there:
“were no men more loyal to Her Gracious

Mr. Macduff favored the company with 3

brought Mr. A. McCormick, of the Queen's

The Chairman then proposed the toast of ).

voa.rry ‘their views to & successful conclnsxon. s
They should not - have too many irons in-

present the neceesxty Of dxesemmatmq the ridiau, heceuse he would joumoy mth equal

'rspxd)ty thh the enrth’a mohon, and the snn
‘ |-'would, therefore, be at rest 80, fn.r es ‘he would

dents, Secretaries and Officers of Umons all
over the Dominion.

Mr. D. J. O’'Donoghue, of Ottawa, Presi-
dent of Ottawa Typographical Union, re.
sponded in a very effective speech. After
alluding to the labors and objects of the
Congress, he remarked that however small
in comparison, their numbers might be at
present, yet the time would soon come
when those who had taken part as pioneers
in this grand movement, would regard with
feelings of pride, the fact that they were
thus associated with its earliest inception.

Mr. Hewitt replied to the toast of the
“Canadian Labor Union.” Hereviewed the
efforts of the Trades Union men of Toronto
for organization. It was three years since
the Trades;Assembly was organized and now
it was sought to widen their sphere of action
by uniting the workingmen of Canada in a
central organization. The isolation of the

‘working classes was the great cause of their

depressed condition. Their design was to
establish labor organizatiods in every town
and village in Canada. The animus of the
Globe towards the} workingman was mani-
fested in a contemptxble manner by the fact
that that paper had omitted to publish any
notice whatever of the Congress, (A voice,
“Under the name of Reform.”) He depre-
cated anything in the way of - hard feeling
or bitterness, - A contemptible and criminal
letter had latoly appeared - in the Seaforth
Fapositor, threatening an employer of labor

that if he did not discharge his men who

belonged to & uniorn’ his-shop- would be
burned to the ground.  Had a union ‘man
been the author of such a threat it would
have been quoted from one end of the
country to the other as a proof of the mtx-
midating tendencies of unionism.

Mr, Levesley rephed to the tosat of Or-

ganigation of Labor in.the United States,
He adverted to the benefiis accruing from
Trades Unirns., Those branches of labor
which were moat thoroughly organized were
thoae which worked fewest hours and got
the highest pay. A proper systom of or-
ganization would prevent the overcrowding
of certain trades, by the admission of too
large a number of apprentices. Referting
to the progress that was made by the Ma-
chinists’ and Blacksmiths’ Union in the
States, he stated that that association was
growing at the rate of two unions a week.
The speeches throughout were intersper-
‘sed with songs and sentiment, and after a

number of volunteer toasts were given and .

happlly responded to, the company sang
God Save the Queen,” and then separated,
all highly pleased with the entire proceed-
ing of the first Banquet of the Canadian
Lnbor Codgress. :
et — O~ G
THE MINK

~

The mink is an expert ﬁshermnn, and woto
to the ecl that is unfortunate eriough to attract
‘his sharp eyes! When a brook is low, this little
animal can often be tracked for along distance
by the dead¢els, pickeral, shiners, and some:
times trout left 1ying a long the bank ; the

. | mink only sucking the blood, aud leavmg the

fish unmutilated.” One- sutumn some small
shiners, meant " for ') bait "ia plckorel fishing
through ‘the ice, were kept in an old tub
sot in a" spring nenr a brook ; and in‘one

night 01 thess' fish ‘were’ kll.led byammk

who left them’ lmd in"a iow on''the grétind.

They. locked ' precxsely as if ‘some person had,

80 ammged them: ~ Bat' throngh ‘thie back of

.each fish, Dear the head; were four tooth-marks’

that told who had been therethis being fre-
quently the only mark the mmk makea on’
l:ns thnn .

A PUZZLE

A couplo of eoxentlﬁc Frenehmen (of course)

‘hiavé been posmg themsel\es ‘and’ each other

with the question as to where a man. who, trav-
élling west from eny pleee “at the rafe of a
thousand’ mllee an hour, would, ﬁnd Monday
pass into Tuesdoy Iflhe stnrted st noon on
Monday’ the sun "would alwaya be in the me-

be concerned. It. woul«ﬁ thereioue, bo always

| Monday" noon to him,- but when he: completed

his § ]onmey 1t would bo Tuesdny noon. Theso
uohappy individuals cannot find out “where

Monday night occurs to the traveller,

‘wages of 8% per lour.
been gmned without any stnke, and thel

Labor Antes.

On Friday evening Sept. 12th., a general

meeting of the Amalgamated Engincers of

all classes of the London district was held
at their committee rooms, Southwark, for
the purpose of inaugurating a general
movement for a rise of wages among-all dea
partments of the engineering trade.

The rivetters and finishera employed in:
the Leeds boot and shoe trade strick work
on Tuesday, Sept. Oth., owing to the mas-
ters submitting a new scale of prices by
which the men allege their wages will be
reducod 20 per cent. They complain that
it is & great hardship, as they surrendered
only a few weeks ago to the employers’
terms, after being idle several weeks,

A demonstration ot the various South
Lendon branches of the Labor Protection
League and the unskilled laborers of the
waterside. in support of the principles and
objects of the League, was held on Satur-
day, Sept. 13th., in Bermondsey Square.
About 6,000 persons were present, and

| these consisted of atevedores, wharf labor-

ers, dock porters, riggers, shipping la-
borers, corn porters, and general labor-
ers. ) o

The arbitration in the recent threatened
lock-out of the Manchester engineers,

-which was to have commenced on Monday

Sept. 8th., in private before Mr: J. A.
Ruesell, Q. C., judge of the Manchester
County Court has been postponed indefin-
itely in consequence of the basis of the in-
quiry having been widenod. The rates in
the tool department, and this enlargement |
of the scope of the proceedings has neces-
sitated the collection of further facts npon
‘which* the arbitrator's decision may be
‘based. -

The mouldera employed by the :various
foundry masters in and sbout Manchester
are agitating for an advance-of 2s. .upon
their prosent wages, which now stand . at

‘36a, per week: ‘Notices have been sent in

by all the'men, some of which have already
expired. The strike affects something like
600 men, but no definite action has yet
‘been - resolved upon by the maetero, al-
though there is some intention to resist the
demand of the men. Tt is, however, pro-
bable that the 2s. will be conceded, and
that the number of hands employed will
be lessened as much as possible.

On the 7th of Sept. s body of worln.ng-
men delegates started from Rome to visit
the Vienna exhibition. Their expenses
were paid by the muccipality of the city,
who voted £400 for this purpose. Twenty
two workmen started on this interesting |.
journey. They had been freely elected by
‘their respactive trade  corporation, the
muncipality having wisely refrained from
attempting to influence this election. The
delegates are to stay ‘at lenst twenty days |
at Vienna, and they have the option of
remaining thirty daysif their fundsarefound
to suffice for such a prolongatlon )

. On Seturday, Sept 6th., an aggregate;

meehng of the London, (Eng.) laborers
mostly of the building trade, was held..in
Trafalgar-square in favor of an immediate
#trike unléss the concession of 6d. an hour

| shiould be at once'made by the employers.

Several spoakers held that if the concession
should xiot be'given by next Saturdsy the
strike should be on this” day week ; othere
mamtamed’ that' it should ' commenco ‘at
once. There endently was astrong feel-

" |ing in faver of inimediate action. The

grounds on whlch the me was dema.nded
were thut the artmna in the bmldmg
trade had their .rise, ‘and that the heighten-,
‘ed pnces o£ thmgs could not be..met with,
the present pay. - Laaaterd e

Monday' evemng, Sepﬁ. 8th., the ad~

Povy -]

.]ourned ‘meeting of -thé ‘delegates of ‘the

London house decorstors and and pomters

RZYR held at the Three Doves;' Berwnclc-

street, Scho, Mi. Myerson it “the " Shair.”

‘M. Skipton; the secretsry, reporéed from | -
‘the committee that, with ‘s fow ¥ very inaig..
‘nificant excoptnons, the whole of {:he West-

end employers were now paymg the advmeo
This advance had

_neglefted o bre

whole expense attending the movement,
including the expenses of the committee
and delegation, had been under £13. Last
year, to obtain the advance of 8d. per
hour, there were several strikes, and the
cost had been nearly £700. This was amost
favorable contrast, showing the power of
unicn and organization.

TrE LoxpoN Trapes Derecates.—The
quarterly meeting of the delégates of the
trade societies appointed by the London
Trades’ council was held on Wednesday
evening Sept. 10th., at the Rose tavern,
014 Bailey ; Mr. Warren in the chair. In
opening the proceedings, the Chairman
stated that unless Government did justice
to the trade unionists by repealing or
amending the existing penal class legisla~ .
lation against them, a demonstration upon
a much larger scale would take place next
year, and the unionists would vote againat
every candidate at the next election who
upheld the present unjust system. - Since
the last meeting, the amalgamated tailors,
cane dressers, portmanteau makers, and
postal and telegraph servants, had become
affiliatéd to the council. The reports of
seventeen committees were then presented,
and the delegates proceeded to consider a
proposal emanating from the Sheffield
Trades’ council, for a federation of all the

and oventually it was agreed that the ques-
tion should be ad;ourned until the next
meetmg. and that in the wmeantime it
should be considered and reported upon by
the' council.

‘TN PARLIAMENT.—At a mesting of repre-
sentative workmgmen held on Friday
at'the officrs of the Labor Representation
leigue s proposed plan of action for .the
coming autumn and winter was submitted,
and formed the principal topic of discussion.
The committee recommended that active
staps be at once taken wherever the efforts
of the league may seem likely to be suc-
cessful in procuring the direct representa-
tion of labor, especially at Blackburn,

haven, Bolion, Hartlepool, and Salford,
Local committees should boe left to choose
their respective candidates, and in various
towns public meetings during the ensuing
winter was recommended. - The report was
adopted, aubject to the assent of the Coun-

what the leagye should do in the case of
candidate who, though not a working man,
was known to be an earnest friond of work-
ing men. The general opinion was that,
in cases where the return of, such a candi-
date would not interfere thh the promo-
tion of the workmg men's mterests, he
should be supported, provided, of course,
he could bereckoned upon as nfnend of the
working claeses.

INTERESTING

A scxenhﬁc writer has recently collected a
group of facts illustrative of the effect of

quently hroken by vxbntxon.

sary that processions should brenk step in-
order to i insuré safety ; and lt m told, in illus-
tration, ‘that when the ﬁnt snepepslon ;bridge
was bmldmg in England, a fiddler. ffered _to
demolish ' it w:th lns ﬁddl'"‘ y lmking one
note after’ onother, . enhully he the

L

tlone
Only reeently a bndge went down m Fronco
undeg the tread of & reglment of mfantry who
ak step on ontermg it.. Three

hundreq pe
ment of brenkm a
8‘"{ Vetlel, by frequenl: repetmona of some
Parhcnln 19 of the human voxce, belomp to .
the enmo olus of phex’ls -

e ,
»” P P SRS

“¥onr honor,” sud ehwyer .o

mcepoble of lendmg my aid to 8 mean cause,”

*“That is go," said his opponont Sthe. learngd ;

cmee, he always gets cash down.”"

trades councils throughout the kingdom ;

.,.a,.)udge,, 2 .s'»';
evory mm who koows me, knows ;that I am .

THE DIRECOT REPRESENTATION OF LABOR

Newcastle-under-Lyne,  Wenlock, White-

cil of the Leagae. In the course of the -
discussion a question was mooted'as to

oeexlletion on powerful bodies  when,_ not fn-

In . crossing .
large euspensnon bndgee it.is estoemod neces- .

vxbutmg note or _fnndnmental tone. And_'.
threw the etrnoture mto raordmnry vibra-

o

gentlemun never lends himself to & ineam . .



