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catlon, and its inestimable:value, that.I have: denied that
-any -of its’ obhgatxons can,: properly speaking, . be: new,
that: Lihave: denied: that they can be thrown: off or-diss
-sumed at. pleasure ; that T have asserted that onr Maker
-has.‘gus_t as many and as weighty claims on our hearts
and lives, before we solemnly.acknowledge them, as after
‘sucha c‘éremony T have not advanced, it ought not to be
supposed ‘that I would advance, the smallest word of this
‘essay, 4 order: to ‘make. any:. poruon of the community
less religious; my . sincere wish and ‘prayer is, that the
whole community may be more so. If I would chase
‘_ away shadows, it is only that I may introduce substantial
realities in their stead. :

I would obse1 ve, that there is one clrcumstance which
seems to take off the ‘weight of religious obligation ; and
that is, unavoidable ignorance. In what has.been said,
I have all alonv referred to those ‘who either know or
mlght easily know, what the obligations of religion are.
To im who knows them not, the untutored savage for
mstance, thev have no. existence; or rather, the same
obhgatlons which. bind the Chnstmn, hdve no existence,
But even the savage is sub_]eeted to obhgatxons, accord-
.mg to his knowledge and. opportumtles, aud we may
11kew1se say of him, that no formal acknowledgment-
of those obligations will make them grea.ter than they '
are. :

The sole pomt Whlch 1 aim to establish, is, that our
wﬂl and. our eonvenience have no legitimate power over
the natute of our duty. It would be as proper. for a son
to declare thqt he would not. fulﬁl every filial obligation
tn lus Parents t,xll he appeared in court and teok a legal
m&h Ahat he. WQuld do 80, as:fox the native, of a. Chnst.mn



