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The Homne Fireplace

E \ER since Promietheus, the rogue,stole the first spark of fire fromn
Heaven, man lias been consicler-
ably perplexed as to the most ef-

ficient economnical way of disposing of
it to secuire for hinmself the maximum
amount of bieat, comfort, and enjoyment.

It is only within the last hiaif century,
or so0, that the problcmi lias been l)roughit
within a nîeasurable (distance of solu-
tion. Our grcat-graiidfathers, \-es, and
our grand(-parenlts, too, were gla(l to seck
the siielter of a featiier 1)e(, and Uie
rnild Ileat afforded by a warinig pan,
on cold winter nights. Roaring hal
stoves could iîot do nmore tlian take the
chili frolii the air, and Borcas, entering
unbkdcn through the cracks arouinc the
wind(1ws and the (loors sent nîany a
shiver dowiî the spilies of the inmates,
and( caused mianv an exclamation of dis-
comfort.

The advcnt of the hot air and hot
water furnace cliange(I ail tlîis. It is now
a simple miatter to keep every roomi in
thîe bouse at an equable teml)erature al
wiiîter long. AIl you hiave to do is to
watclî the thermionieter. andi throw in a
few siiovels of coal everv little whilc.

1\any people are not content wvith a
furnace as the sole ieýans of heating, ancd
riglîtly so. I contend tlîat every hiome
slîoulcl bave one or miore fireplaces.

First, tliink liow niuch an attractive
mantie and fireplace adds to the apppcar-
ance of any rooin , whiat an air of corn-
fort andi good clîcer it imparts, even îf
emipty and cold - second: how convenient
it is, say on a 'clilly, raw, darnp even-
ing iii early spring or late fali, when it
scenîs premature to start the furnace go-
îng, to cluster around thîe glowing fuel
in the grate; tlien. again, at Christmas
tiie, w'biîn the chlîdren are enjoying the
pleasures of the season, think of the
pleasure you wiIl get watching them pop-
ping corii or i-oasting chestnuts in the~
ru(l(l crlow.

But thlese reasons are largely senti-
nmental. Froni the standpoint of hcaltli,
lîowever. the openl fireplace is equally
wortliy of considleration. It is a valu-
able adjunct to ventilation, and ensures
a generous supplv of frcsh air at al
times.

Tlie sniall amnount of hleat units ob-
taine(l f rom a given weight of coal, and
thîe gross production of soot, must ai-
ways condeinn the open fire; but the av-
erage user invarial)ly signifies a strong
liking for thec clîeeriiîg effect that it pro-
cluces.

Not a few people argaie that radiant
heat is superior to ail cisc because it re-
sembles the sun's lîcat. If this be so,
wvlîy is the nîost agreeable and healtbftul


