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THE SITUATION.

ia çj e Pretoria Government finds means to circulate,
ee olon y, a circular calling upon the Africanders

t take Up arms and join tleir brethren in the
ie nificant that, just at the time this is done,

tAfr ricander journal, at Capetown, calls upon
s itatander Bond to meet together and consult upon

especially the trial of rebels, by court mar-
the Is contrasted with the civil trial for treason

tha whosuffered death, in a previous rebellion.
rs had b said that, if the Transvaal and Free State
the a een able to force their way to Durban, such
eýdtpe Boers as are disaffected were to have

qety i. The invitation sent to them to do so, when
tS,. ent condition of things to that contemplated

e4 eo likely to meet a favorable response, though
ly tak knots of rebels in Cape Colony who would

riihe the field. Some of these men have been met

t herstroops and treated according to their deserts,
th h Ough they may be willing are afraid to fol-

c-example.

rise koberts found it necessary, in his despatches,

eran soewhat severely the errors of General
fauehorneycroft, in connection with the Spion
the , and the prevailing British opinion is that
'ati officers have no course before them but

1 rthe That the Government should have pub-

thes SUr espatches, while the war is still in full swing,
and the first view of the case leads to

' 1oni that it was indiscreet, if not inconsider-
tzerst the facts make the resignation of these

that ssary, it is better that they should be known

d thuise should be allowed to wander at will
tes elregion'of the facts. General Gatacre has

ti r r and the publication of Lord Roberts' criti-

4 theegarded as a warning to others that resigna-
rtlt 0ly course to save them from a similar fate.

e, trren came under General Buller's censure,
't is thought, will either resign or be dis-

At the rate at which the Japanese immigrants are
coming into British Columbia, nearly 3,ooo being

reported to have landed since the ist of January, w-e
shall probably soon see protests against the coming of
these Orientals, as there have been against the Chinese.
Our western land is greatly in need of immigrants; but
there would be sound objections to an undue proportion
of either Chinamen or Japanese. Not that precisely the

same kind of objection could be made against Chinamen

and Japanese. It is urged, for example, that where the
Chinamen, who come to Canada, are usually of the low-

est and most unintelligent class, it is different with the

Japanese, whose intelligence is higher and their morals

better. In the present state of Canadian sentiment and

experience on the subject, Japanese would get the pre-
ference. Our experience of them as immigrants is much
less extensive than that of the Chinese. By laborers,
especially, their introduction will be opposed; and for
the same reason, that they have been accustomed to

work for lower wages than those that rule here, they

will be welcomed by employers. Here are the materials

out of which Trades' unionism will attempt to raise a

barrier of total exclusion, and which Socialism will

try to turn to account. As we regulate and tax Chinese
immigration, the Dominion Government may be invited,

and may find it necessary, to take some such precau-

tions with regard to Japanese immigrants. As regula,

tion is the alternative of exclusion, regulation should

not long be delayed, lest exclusion come. It may be

necessary to restrict the number of these immigrants

receivable each year, to prevent the landing of an exces-

sive proportion.

Mr. Latchford's fishery bill, among other things,

requires all fish dealers to keep a detailed account of

purchases and sales, and to forward a monthly state-

ment to the Department. If they purchase and sell fish

out of season, the intention is that they shall furnish

evidence against themselves. There is a precedent for

this requirement, but the outcome of it is not encourag-

ing. Slave-holders, in South Africa, were required to

furnish returns of how they treated their slaves, how

many lashes they inflicted, with what implements, and a

mass of other particulars. They simply, but openly,
refused to furnish evidence against themselves, and

though we wish Mr. Latchford better luck, . he can

hardly hope to succeed, when even fishery inspectors

are often said to be lax in the discharge of their duties.

His plan of getting evidence will certainly not lead to a

rebellion, as the Cape Colony scheme did; the first Boer

rebellion. As to the provisions of the bill which shorten

the season for catching trout and bass, the true sports-

man will welcome these; though they will not be wel-

come to the pot-hunter and the stranger fisherman,

whose only aim is to catch fish by the hundred and leave

them to rot on the beach.

Alderman Spence has given notice, in the City

Council of Toronto, looking to the instruction of the

City Council to ascertain the steps to be taken for the

city to acquire a gas plant to be operated under the

authority of the municipality. Whether this is a seri-
ous move, or is merely intended to help the city in its
dispute with the gas company, may be a question. One

thing is certain; the tendency of the time is for cities
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