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ALBERTA FARMERS ON FINANCE

Âmurance Disc"ussox-Tarlif Policy Attacked-.Orgtanl-
zation Ras Grown Rapidly

h. United Farmers ai Alberta, who met in Edmonton
iir elventh annual convention on Jauuary 2lst. had

i hem an extensive pragram, including 139 resolu-
Presidentiai addresses were delivered by President
*Wood, of the. men's section, and Presideut Irene

of a the. womeu's section. Hlall însurance was one ai
iremast tapies.
h, United Farruers ai Alberta have incorporated dur-
le yea'r, and oue of th. abjects ai incorporation was ta
the United Farmers ai Alberta the power ta act as
a for hall îisurance. The executive hadl found it ima-
le ta niake satisfactory arrangements with any live
tny, they said, and had tien 'ask.d the. United Grain
>rs ta sea what they couid do. They had secured the.
y of a satisfactary company, but on their representa-
ýreseuting his credentials ta the board ai underwriters
s confront.d with the follawing clause lu their cansti-
s, which bad been pass.d that day in anticipation ai
oit: "That no member xnay appoint as its general or
agent any individuai partnership, compauy or associa-
i any kind or any officiai or represeutatlve thereof
Ried with any body or combination ai orgauized farm-
th the. end lu view af iuducing or securing applications
Lii instirance tirough permitting or offering,, either
[y' or indirectly, benefits tram tha commission therecu."
h. United Fariners adopted a naw hall insuranca
e for the organized districts of the. province which was
ted b>' E. H. Malcolm, secretar>' ai the. Provincial Hal
Lnce Board. This is what is known as tha farmera' own
e, and eliminates certain objectionabl. clauses af the
il has op.rated for the. iast live years. The. districts

ed are al those mouti of the North Saskatchiewan
and lnciudlng a block af land north of the river ta

blp 59, and as far eat Ra the. lina between ranges 21
!, west of th. icurti meridian.
lie bill prsented ta th. legisiature last year faund
objection tram members of that body. Thos. living
tliy to the norti ai Edmonton objact.d ta haviug the
lpi>' tiare; other abjections came ta havlng the net
wlthout the ratepayers of the various districts vating
1h. These suggestions were agre.d upon and the, new
îresented, whici shows changes lin principie anly, and
serions objection had beau found. T he board had cov-

wlde range of territory, and had taken advice irom
quarters.
nce the. legisiatura had demanded a vote, a date for
,was set iu 145 districts for Februar>' 27th. If ap-

1 lu iorty-flve or more of tiiese districts the act wili
e an)erative. and the Rouerai district la iormed of those
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In regard to premiums, the Iaw provides that the rate
ta be levied shall be only on the crops reported by the farm-
ers. After the year's losses are found the amount in added
ta the administration expense8, and provision in made for
levying for a small amrplus, xiot ta be less than 10 per cent.
nor more than 20 per, cent., depcnding upon the size of the
lasses, and this move is intended to keep premiums at a level.
The number of acres insured in divîded into the total, and
the rate so, struck. Ail losses and administration are ta be
plaid each year. The tax levied muet be paîd by the secretary
af the municipal district, and is payable by December lst.

Administrative Powers

Among other powers granted by incorporation was that
of admistrating estates. Having gained the powers, the
executive af the United Farmérs of Alberta, for what seemed
ta themn gaod and sufficient reasous, turned this business over
ta the United Grain Grawers, ta be operated as a special
department. This action was questioned by James Wcir,
the non-partisan niember of the legislature, and he brought
in a resolution ta have this action of the executive resciuded.
and the work of administrating estates returned ta the
United Farmers of Alberta. The resolution was tabled by
an overwhelming majority.

Protection Poiy Assailed

A defnite attack on the federal policy oi a pratective
tariff was launched at the aîternoon session. Iu addition ta
endorsation cf the tariff plank in the platform of the Cana-
dian Council ai Agriculture, the central board'of the United
Farmers af Alberta submitted a resolufion, and no less than
seven resolutions from variaus locals demanding a lowering

< o the tariff was sent ta the convention biy the resolutions
committee.

Another important resolution was presented by Rice
Sheppard,o ' Edmonton. wlth'respýect ta live stock and trans-
portation problemns, mostly dealing with express charges,
whlch the report declarad were excessive. Vice-president P.
Baker, iu a report dealing with the doakage ai light hogs,
said the committee, lu consequeuce af a'visit to the local
packing plants, was uatinfled that certain animais re Justiy
due a dockage. They were, however, not preparedý to si4y
what terme in cash shouId represent this dockage, and re-
commended the appoiulmant ai an officialigrador ,ta grade ail
animais not agreed on as select

The. annual address ai President'H. W. Wod advocated
a fixed price on wheat for the 1919 crop, seylng, "Sureiy,
if it was just ta hold the price dowu lu 1918 wheu adverýe
influences were forcing it up, it is just in 1919 ta hold it up
when adverse influences are forcing it dowu."

The -repart of the board ai directors suggested an in-
crease in membership tee tram $2 per year ta $3, or evei
$5. Au outstanding point ai the mornlng session was the.

pZtssing ai a resolution to pay back ta the government the
$2,000 grant received lent year. The. motion declared t1iat

the. time had come whan the United Farmers af Aiber'ta
should b. independent ai ail outalde help.

Jean Masson, oi Montreal, secretary af the national
inter-provincil committe!, camposed of representatives of
the. organlzed farmers of ,Ontario and Quebec, gave an ad-
dress ta the conv'ention on the worklng out ai inter-pro-
vial iarm prôblems and co-operatton.
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