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THE BISLEV COMMAND.

T i-I force gencraIIYanj riflenlemiinpriurwI
li lae 0ha uiMjr"onie aolikely to le sent as commtandant of the I'islcy teami

siext yeai. Fewv ollic:rs of the mîilita hiave Npent as
iiuch rime anmd energy- in the interests of rifle shooting
as tire gallani mnajoi of the Thirteenth of Hamilton,

'yand R he splend 1id slmoot ing of li s own bar al on isilarge-
~ 'U Iy <ue to his care and inF-ruct ion. When Lrý%vet pro.

moitons are so plentifuil, rio one wotild coniplain ai
'\,Major Mlason receiving tlie rank of lieutenant-colonel

- ~ , - ie vî of mbis appointinen.-Toranto Teltgrmni.

I Majaor CosbY, 48tb I-igblanders, is
-said ta be p)uiliIig the w~ires to secuire the

position for bîmself. Stich an appoint-
mient would ceî'tainly be an unpopular
one. He lias been but a few years ini

the militia aind lias îîever donc aîiytbing
to qualify biiseif for tluîs honor, by long services or by liberal con-
trib)ution; ta Domninon Rifle Association matches. If the officer
cornmanding bis regient, Lieut. -Col. l)avidsoîî, wotuld consent ta
go, bis appointnîient waould be enthusiastically received. Uîîtil
Major Cosby bans beeîî lonîger in the force, anîd bas donc balf as
mucb for rifle sbooting as have Major 'Masoti, Major l)clanicre,
Lieut.-Col. Tucker, Lieuit. -Col. Davicison or two or three others
-,%ho have been nîentioned for the commnid, it would be a very
îîîuch mare graceful thing if bie wotuld lise bis social and political
influence in favor af one af tbese gentlemeni. We merely miake
tlie suggestion, as it nîay îlot bave occurî'ed ta Major Cosbv.

A DOMINION RIFLE RANGE.A SUITlABLE site for a range for tbe Dominion Rifle Associa-
tion at Ottawa bas again become a live question. At a

recent meeting of the councîl of thîe association the mnibers

visited two sites whiclî ar'e beiîîg recornniiended ta the association.

Trhe majority, if îîot ail, seem ta tbink thc Rockcliffe range is
tbe best. It can be reacbed l)y electric car and water. It rtuns
parallel ta the river, and is aboaut 20 feet abave it, andl just a short
distance beyond New~ Edinburgb. Froin the Russell Flouse it takes
ab)out 15 or twenty minutes ta get tiiere. It is long cnoughi for a

3,coo-yard range if nccessary, witb rooin for sixty or more targets.
'l'lie suri wvil lie bebind the canipetitors ail day, and(, ini the opiniaon
ofl experiClice(l riflemeni, it is altogether an ideal range.

Thbe otber' is at Hintonburg, just beyand the West End I>aî'k,
anîd convenient to thie electric cars. It -,ives a range af onlv 1,.200.

and is altogethier ton narrow for the work of Uhc D onminion Rifle
A\ssociatîin.

it is generally uindeî'staad tiiat the D)istrict ()flicer Conîiniandin''
suipports tbe latter, as lie consideis it miore suitable for 'Llîc t ttawva

corps, and lie explaîns that lie lias natbing ta dIo wvith tbe Domniîon
Rifle Association, as lie has only to consider wlhat is lcst suîited for
)ttawa rillemeti. This is haow niiatters stand at l)i'seuit. Saine

tbiig definite wiIl be donc very sht)rtlv.

THE HEADQUARTERS STAFF.

A C.O. and onie of1 the best oI'icers iii the for-ce niakes a serionis
conîplaint against thec I IcadquIarters Staff. Ifeclias biad occasion ini
tie last couple of y-ears to bc in O ttawa frequcntly on iiiilitia affairs.
Bv the (XO.C. and the quartcrinastcu' gcnei'aI lie lias l)cen treatcd
with the grcatest of cou rtesy, anîd tlîev bave (fole their l>cst t<) assist
Iiîiii incvery wav. TIhe saine ap)plies ta anc or two otiier otiiceî's,
l)t the majaî'it), have throwvn cecry obstacle iniibis way. One
senior officer, wh'lo slild bave kniowiî better, rc1)hied ta a suggestion
-and one wbich is endorsed by thec majority ai C. 's -e rl<

tiot pro>pose ta take suiggestions frouîî nîilitia aflicers, but iiiteii( ta

î*uî affairs as wve tbink best.- Coming fromi a junior this migbt be
overlooked, but from an officer bigh tup in the service it surprises
uis. Oui- informant says hie has left Ottawa on more than one
occasion with his mind made uip to resign. And we know that it
wvas onil%, through the strong appeals made ta imii by his field officer
that he remained.

It is too often the case with public officers that tbev consider
thenîselves the masters flot the servants of the people. We have
bad many similar complaints of the Headquarters Staff, civil and
military, and have accurnulate(l a considerable amouint of informa-
tion, bult lack of space bas prevented its uise.

WVe publish thîs in the meantime as a bint ta the 'Minister and
the G.0. C. ta keep an eye on their subordinates. In the off season,
wvben our space is flot so crowded, we wvill have something further
ta say if things do not show some improvement.

A COMMANDANT REOOMMENDED.

L ONDON cables say that Major Kitson, 4thB3att., King's Royal
Rifles, formerly the 6oth Rifles, bas been recommended for

the position of commandant of the Royal Military College of Cania-
da by, Lord Lansdowrie, ta whorn the Canadian Government
applied. Lord Lansdowne is Secretary of State for War, and no
douibt the selection ivas made an the recoininendation cif the Coin-
iiaander--in-Chief.

,Major Kitson is well spoken of as a clever, ambtous yoting
oficer andl shotild work a great and needed improvement in the
College. He was born an October 6, 1856, and consequently is
1)arelY 40 years of age. He entered the army on February i i,
1875, jaining the ist Foot, better known as the Royal Scots. On
Januiary 29, 1876, lie transferred ta the King' s Royal Rifle Corps,
the oid 6oth Rifles. He attaincd ta bis captaincy on January i,
i885, and bis majority on July 27, 1892. He is onie of the eigliteert
majors which that corps îassesses, belongs ta the 4 th Battalion and
is borne on the strength af the depot. He bas passed tlie Staff Col-
lege, the training academy which exists ta qualify afficers for
exectutive work and conimand, and lias a good deal of staff experi-
ence. Ile ivas inl 1884-5 A.Dl.C. ta the lBrigadicr-(Gcncra1 at
.\Ider shot, iii 1885-6 A. I .C. ta the ( erteî'al Commiianding the west-
ern dlistrict, and in i890 (listrict-staff-aficcr of Bengal. fie served
in the Manip1 ur caiiaign in I îidiai i8ii 9 as <Ilptity--assistanit-a<ljii-
tarit relierai ta thc far-ce -,lic wvas inentione(l ini lespatches and is
entitlcd ta %vear the Manîptir niiedal witb clasip. le ('an thuis be
(lescribCd as an ulnusuially vouing oflicer for qucli a position, belong-
ing ta a crack r-eginieist and( possessing a gaod (leal of staff and sanie
%var exl)eince.

THE COMPARATIVE EFFICIENCY.AN excellent letter froin -' Otutpost - appears ini this issuie. It

still further euin1 )asizes the fact that the efficicncy campeti-

lions, as carrie(l out ini the infantry, are far- fromn beint, satisfactorv.
The planî fnllowed this ycar is an imiproveinent on previous camip.-
titioins, but it is still fa>' fi-oin perfect.

''ihe (letails of this v'ear' s efficiencv inspection, it. is said, wvere
pî'actically arranged by an (>Iicer who bias îîeer been ini the active

Officers coîmandai îîgi, regînients and conipanies readilv se the
nmany wcakncsscs. Tlhey gencrally agree that, as a test, the com-
l)etiton is of very little practical lise. \\'len next y'ear' s schene is
beingt preparel let the ( '.( .C. take the matter Upl Iimiself and cali
the insliectors af infantry andl balf a dozen ut)-o(Ilte <fihccrs coin-
manling reginients and compillies ta inakc suggestions ta hiii.


