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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

“The Bill introduced by the Ministry for amend-
fag the Parliamentary Oaths ‘exacted of Catho-
fres has been pressed to a second reading, and
+%as been carried 1o the House of Commons by a
«majority of 298 to 5. The Opposition voted
rfor the Bill ; but through M. D’Israeli announced
“their tntention of proposing some amendments to
it m Committee. At present it, proposes to estab-
{ish one uniform oath, to be taken by members

of all denominations, couched in the following
. ferms :—
«1, ., B, do swear I will bear true allegiance to

~Yew.1 Victoria, and defend her to the utmost of my
ypowsr.from all conspiracies and treagons against her

. : personrown, or dignity.”

 The «mendments which the ‘Opposition in-
* tead to. propose to the above oath are intended
* to secura a recognition of the Royal Supremacy ;
" - but even if carried, these will offer no obstacles to
' Catholics-sioce they refer only to matters purely
i-gecular, as-will be seen from the subjoined :—

«1,.4. B., do swear thatI will bear true allegiance

to Quoeen Victoria, her heira and sucoessors, as limited
by the Act of Settlement, and defend Ler to the ut.
.most of my power from all conspiracies and treasons
. ~agaizst her person, crown, and digaity ; and I do re~
- cogaiae that in all-Gourts established by Law in this
-- country, the Queen's authority is suprems,”

This form of oath, even if the latter part be su-
+ perfluous, seems, 1n so far as Catholics are con-
- ceraed, quite ‘unobjectionable. No doubt the
* Queen 1ssupreme 1n all Courts, civil or ecclesiasti-
cal established by Law 1o (Great Britain : no doubt
- she 1s the rightful head of that body called the
* Church of England, as she 1s of every other
- merely human,and State created institution witlin
fres dominions: all that Catholics deny is that she,
- «or that any secular prince, or that asy lay person
whosoever, has, or ever can bave, any authority
v+ in the Catholic Church established, not by Act of
. Pachament but, by Chnist. In that Chlurch we
\ repudiate, as a pretension too ridiculous to be
+.gven serivusly discussed, the claims to Royal
“Supremacy : but of the Church of England,
" which is 2¢ much the creature of the State as is
A%e Custom House, or the Court of Queen’s
3B eénch, we acknowledge without scruple that the
VFueen is the sole aud supreme head, competent
ta do whatever to her may seem gooad therewith,
either in doctrine or in discipline, smee1tisa
gxece human institution, which ‘owes its very ex-
.sstence to the State.
_.A Bill for totally abolishing Church Rates bas
- di<o been carried througha second readiog, in a
~very full House by a majority of fifty: but it is
. ~oxost likely that in Ccmmittee some compromise
.hetwixt the supporters of the Establishment, and
. «tke Dissenters will be it upon. The House of
i¥cords will not pass a measure for the total abo-
~{ition of the obooxious tax.
" The Fenian excitement in Ireland seems to be
. somewhat subsiding, and from the ncreasing rush
of the popixlatlon to the seaports, it would also
..agpear; as if they bad given up all idea of en-
.. gaging mn-a contest with the British Government.
" . .Aurests, however; still continue ; and there 1s a
- péport; not'as yet fully authenticated, that Ste-
\;,pheés has succeeded 1 making good his escape.
Ia Caoada the talk 18 all of arms, and resist-
anmce to the menaced Fenian 1vasion. An ex-
cellent spirit prevauls : 'old animosities are forgot-
. tea, and ancient political feuds buried, in the
~ presence of a common danger. It 1s, of course,
! !.'.-"alﬁaﬁé'siblé for us tosay what are the intentions of
-=%.-t!;e5Fén|ans in the U. States, or whether they
t[c;,serldtislj entertain the design ‘of a fillibustering
vaid upon-Canada : but our Government has acted
el and' wisely in taking timely précautions, and

hich they déserye the thaaks of the community,
gl a hearty support from -all Fler Majesty’s

ol @rne Wlitness,

If the
-gubecription ia not renewed at the expiration of

wortby of the freedom which-we -enjoy, were’ we

to prove “t':‘fi‘iyx",sel'w‘féisi alack "l'g‘;'_.l:aHYIDgn'rOUD‘d the
flag of our country in'a crisis like the present:

cise ot the political rights that our Constitution
guarantees to us, were we at the present moment
to employ them in -unfrieadly criticisms upon the
policy of our rulers, or in thwarting thewr plaos
for the national defence.

‘AN EXPLANATION.~—It has been objected to
the TRur WiTNEsS that it does not fairly re-
flect, or rather that it is not a true exponeut of,
the sentiments of the Irish Catholics of Canada.
To this we reply :— ' :

Tn the first place that, as the TRue WiTNESS
does not profess to be an Irish Catholic paper,
or a Scotch, or'an Enghsh, Catholic paper, but
simply a Romaa Catholic paper—npeither more
por less—so also it coes not profess, or even
make it its study, to reflect, or echo the senti-

Irish, Scoteb, or Enghsh. Its sole study, its
sole object, is, to the best of its power, to speaks
set forth, or humbly re-echo, the sentiments of the
Catholic Church, as gathered from the teachings
of her Prelates and Doctors, careless, or in other
words, perfectly indifferent, as to whom 1t may
please, or displease, in so doing. The ambition of
the TRUE WITNESS 18, not to follow public opi-
nioe, for it acknowledges no leader, no authority of
any kind save that of the Church speaking by the
mouths of her legitimate Pastors; but fully,
fatthfully, and fearlessly to declare what that
Church teaches, and thus rather to rebuke public
opinion, when it runs counter to those teachings,
than basely yield to the current.

Ia the second place, and with respect to the
matter more particularly referred to, tkatis to
say, the merits of Fenianism and the attitude
that all Catholics in Canada should adopt to-
wards it, we have this to say : T'hat we do be-
lieve, and until the contrary shall Lave been
proved, will continue to affirm, that the TruE
WiITNESS, on the question referred to, 1s a faith-
ful exponent of the sentiments of the Irish Ca-
tholics of this Province, ss well as of the opia-
ions of all Catholics of other origius. Our rea-
sons for so believing and asserting are these ;—
That all the Bishops of Canada, who alore are
competent to decide, or express an autboritative
opion upon the question, have defined m the
clearest language, the line of conduct which 1t
behoves all Catholics 1t the Province, without
regard to pationality, to follow., From these
tbe duly consecrated Prelates of the Church, en-
lightened by the Ioly Ghost, but one voice has
heen beard, and that i strongest terms of con-

laity against 1n any manner countepancing il.—
We need but refer to the public declaration of
His Lordship the Bishop of Toronto,.and to that
of His Lordship the Bishop of Hamilton, to make
good our assertion, and to establish our thesis*
that every inan, be he Irish, Scotch, or English,
who is indeed a Catholic, must look upon Fe-
nianism, and all its abettors, with seorn and ab-
horrence as the worst enemies of the Church.

Nor is it any reply to this to urge, that some
men, calling themselves Calholics, encourage
Fenianism, and seek to promote ils objects. ln
every class of society there are, in all ages there
have been, bypocrites, and apostates ; and so to-
day it is no new or marvellous thing if there are
to be found some who having formaliy apostatised
{rom the Catholic Church, by becoming members
of a condemned secret soetety, and by despising
the positive injunctions of the Church, should
still persist in styling themselves Catholics. This
does not, however, aflect our position; because
vot he who crosses bimself, and calls himself a
son of the Church, but he only who, to the best
of his konowledge and power, does the will of kis
spiritual mother, hearkens with docility to her
injunctions, and unreservedly submits himself to
her teachungs, is indeed 2 Catholic, or worthy of
the pame. Obedience 1s better than sacrifice;
much more then 1s 1t betler than loud blathering,

or sanclimonious whinnings about our ¢ holy re-
ligion.”

Tue SUPERIOR OF THE SEMINARY.— The
important post of Superior of the Seminary of
St. Sulpice left vacant by the death of the late
lamented Rev. Dominique Granet has been filled
by the election, as succéssor to the deceased, of
the Rev. M. Bayle, for many years Director of
the Grand Seminary of Mountreal. The new
Superior has been a resident of Canada for nearly
forty years, and bas acquired the respect and
love of all who are connected with him by his
profound theofogical attainments, bis zeal asa
priest, and bis indefatigable chartty asa Chris-
tian.

‘We would remind our readers that the lecture
10 aid of the Deaf and Dumb Institution takes
place on the evening of Moncay next, at the
City Concert Hall. -

The total number of persons arrested in Ire-
Jand, in-virtue of the suspension of the Habeas

.1a putting the Province in a state.of defence, for|:Corpus Act, up to Tuesday, March 6th,

‘amounted to 1

76, of whom 42 were Yankee
Insh, ' T

loyal su‘bjec'ls. .We should” prove ourselyes un- |-

we should but display our unfitness. for! the exer-"

ments, or opinions, of any class of men, be they.

TeNANT-RiGiT. — Everything: would seem
{o 10dicate (hai the case of, the" Irish tenantis
likely to obtain a- Fespectful and sympatbetic
bearing 1n the British' Parliament,’ duriog. the
icourse of the present session..-:The  Times
generally a very good index ‘as tothe feelings
of the community, comes out decidedly i favor
of exceptional legislation for Ireland ; citing both
 the reasons why such a course would be just and
expedient; and a case that bas just occurred
in Ireland as an 1ostance of  the harsh treatment
too often dealt out to good, honest, and improviag
tenants by Irish landlords, and as calling loudly
for legislative interference.

The case referred to will be found amongst

our usual Irish items, and it certaly presents
some most painful features. Nor, as the Times
edmils, is this by any means an exceptional or
isolated case of legal hardship. ¢ Unhappily”—
coutinues the ZTimes—¢ the circumstances as re-
ported, so far from bemng exceptional, illustrate
with sad fidelity the grievances incident to the
ordinary relation between Imsh landlords, and
Irish tenants;” and we may add that these cir-
cumstances explaio, even if they do oot at all
justify, that wide-spread spirit of disaffection now
displaying .itself in Femanism, and abortive at-
tempts at an Irish Jacquerze.
" To tlis case we find a most respectable person,
who had invested all ber property on a farm
leased by her uncle, in “real and valuable im-
provements, turned adrift on the world by the
landlord, upon the death of her male relative
and this though she asserts that he: uncle, during
his lifetime, and that she herself, were encourag-
ed by therr landlord to expend their money on
the farm, by a positive, though unfortunately only
a verbal, assurance, that they sbould never be
disturbed, either during their joint lives, or the
Iife of the survivor.

Had there been a written lease, this summary

| eviction of Miss Bentley could not have been

sanctioned by the law. Now the Zumes sees
clearly that, as the relative positions ot the Irish
renant and the Irish landiord are not as are those
of landlords and tenents 1n England aad Scot-
land, so for Ireland an exceptional legislation is
needed, and would unply no violation of the
rights of property ; and as one great need of the
Irish tenant is a written lease, tivs the Jaw
should strive to secure for him by makiog it the

interest of the landlord, in all cases to grant
written leases. These poinls are well put by the
Times :—

" We can easily show in what the actual position
of an Irish landlord d!ffers from that of an English
landlord, and upon what prima fucie grounds, thre-
fore, it is sought to eatablish a distinction betwesn
their legal rights against their tenants. In the firat
place, an English landlord generally resides on hia

' property, whezeae an Irish landlord is generelly non-
demnation of Fenianism, and of warnings to the |

resident, and often an habitual sbsentes, This re-
presents far more than a loss of expenditure and a
diversion of Irish rents to the pockets of Eaglish and
Oontinental tradesjeeple ; it represents the absence
of that kindly superintendance and -neighbourly
intercourze which helps to remove maay a gource of
discord. In the eecoud place, itisthe cusiom in
Eoglsnd for the landlord .to make improvements,
while in Ireland, where improvements are made at
all, they are made by the tenant. We do not stop
to inguire whence this difference of custom eri:es;
it ig enough that it exints, and reverses all English
notions of reciprocal duty between the two parties,—
In tbe third place, almost all leases and agreements
reiating to land are in Eogland committed to writing ;
1n Ireland verbal contracts, like that set up by Miss
Bentley, are the rule,, and written contracts the
exception., Ia ths fourth place, the demsnd tor good
tenaunts in England is quite &8 active a3 the demand
tor good farms; instead of which, in Ireland, where
manufuctures are few and languid, the eompetition
for land is such as to placefarmers at the mercy of
landiords. Perbaps this difference really accouats
for all the rest. At all events, any one who will
take the trouble to conceive the eflect of these four
conditions —apart from history and from other ele-
ments which may occur to those familiar with the
land tenure of Jreland — will ceaze to wonder why a
legal statug should bave been claimed for the Irish
tenant different from tbat which prevedls in this
country. The claim may beright, or it may be
wrong ; it certainly is wrong in the form it so often
agsumes ; but it is not groundleas; itis not absurd
on the face of it.

We have reason to believe that a fresh attempt will
be made by the Government during the present Ses.
gion to settle, or at least to deal witk, thia difficult
problem. In the year 1860 & measure with the same
general object was carried by Mr. Cardwell; but the
principle of that meagure wag virtually permissive.
It enacted, in terma, thst the relation of landlord and
tenant should be deemed to be founded oa the express
or implied contract of the parties ; and although it
provided that leases or agreements for more than a
yearly tenancy should be embodied in deeds or writ-
ings, it Ieft the commou tenaucies at will, created by
word of mouth as it found them. Now, the obvious
poliey of the Legisiature, 80 far as it may be conais-
tent with established priociples of law and justice,
ia to encourage the use of written leases or agreements
Where there is a written agreement properly worded
no doubt can be raised as to the right of a tenaat to
compensation for ucexhausted improvements, or as
10 that of & landlord to enforce eviction upon certain
breaches of contract hy she former, How then, is
the use of written agreements to be promoced? This
can only be doue effectually by giving the landlord
a strong motive for resorting to them, and itis un-
derstood that & provision for this purpose will form
part of the Government Bill. It will enable the ten-
ant to obtain by valuation the cost of any improve-
ments he may have made, unless ¢ conirary inlention
shall be expressed in some wrillen agreement. The
difficulty will, of course, be to secure the landlord
againgt fictitions improvemsanta,but this difficalty 13 far
from being inguperable. It is further proposed to mo-
dity, in some degree, the existing law of distress, This
remedy, a8 every one knows, belongs to the land-
lord of common right, without any express distress-
clause, A distress-clause, however, is usually ia-
gerted in leases and agreements in the pature of
leages, wor is it likely that a landlora: would ever
allow it to be omitted if writing wers employed.
The change in contemplation is to make the power
of distress dependent ou its insertion in a written
instrument, thus iatroducing a fresh security for the
disuse of mere verbal coatracts. It will bs for
lawyers, and those who have specially studied the
Irish. land question, to diccuss these proposals in
detail, and to weigh the arguments which.may be

adduced against them, :

It migh aldo, mutkout wiy ikvanwd of (g

T W0 Gowpasy' SIS

i'ighté' of property; be assumed by the law in all
coftroversies’ ‘betiwixt'landlords ‘and tenants, that
“ wnless @ .contrary.-intention be eapressed in
wruing,” the tenants lease is for a long term
of years,.'say twenty-Goe years; and 'this sup-
position again would induce the landlord, as a
measure-of self-protection, “to insist upon a writ-
‘ten lease.or agreement with his tenant, As it s,
the law, where no written evidence to the coa

trary appéars, always “assumes' in favor of the
landlord, or * rights of property ; it would how-
ever be just as equitable towards both parties,
In such cases always to assume, from the ab-
sence ol any writlen documents to the contrary,
in favor of the tenant, or in other words of the
“ duties of property.” But at all eventsit 1s
satisfactory to learn that the Government is
about to bring in a Bill on the subject, and that

pubitc opinton in Great Britamn is aroused in

favor of the Trish tenant.

e g——

There is a hitch somewhere 1n the appoint
ment of a Health Officer for the' City of Mont-
real. It was commonly reported that the ap-
pointment was to be given to Dr, Girdwood, a
gentleman fully competent to discharge 1ts duties ;
but objections have been raised, and it seems
doubtful whether we are to have a Health Officer,
at all ; or whether beyond talk, anything will be
done towards cleansing the City before the warm
weather—and 1ts expected companion, Choleras
overlake us.

How much might be done by an efficiert sys-
tem of cleanliness, to reduce the great mortality
of Montreal will be evident from one considera-
tion—to wit—that our summer rate of mortality,
is higher than the death rate in winter. Now
every body knows that 1t is cold that kills ; thats
under ordinary circumstances, the lower the
thermometer—the greater the death rate, Thus
it 18 in Liondon, and the other large Cities of Tu-
rope, not models of cleanliness by any means—
where the winter mortality is always in excess of
that of the summer, and where every decrease
in temperature is marked by a corresponding in-
crease tn the numbers of deaths, For icstance,
a slight decrease of temperature in the third
week of February last, raised the Londoa rate of
mortality from 1,400 to 1,630.

Aud but for the inconceivably filthy state of
Montreal—the same phenomenon would be visible
bere ; and the eflects of the excessive and long
protracted cold of our winters would be apparent
1o a great mcrease of mortality during the winter
months ; for it 1s not warmth, but cold that kills,

because coid exhausts or wears out the vital sys- |

tem. Ou the contrary. here, as the thermometer
falls the death rate declines: as it rises, the
latter increases—whereas in Europe the reverse
is the case. '

This shows that, though of course eold in

' Canada does 1ts deadly work 1n the same style as

it does that work in England, the chisf cause of
our mor:ality is one generated by an 1ncrease of
temperature :—that is to say, the fetid, and pes-
tiferous emanations from the garbage, from the
decomposing ammal and vegetable substances,
with which all the streets, lanes, and yards of the
City are at all times encumbered, but which in
winter are frozen over and buried in snow. But
over this cause we have absolute control, ‘We
have but to cleanse the City of its perilous stuft,
to reduce our summer rate of mortality far below
the present winter rate—when of course, accord-
ing to the laws of vitality it would, but for the
disturbing cause we have mentioned, be at its
maximum. We should then indeed no longer hear
our cold winters spoken of as ¢ healthy /* for cold
is always deadly, because cold always severely
taxes all the vital energies; and though—as
compared with our summers,” our winters are
healthy, this is so because we live in an abnormal
order ; because we are so filthy that our summers
are unnaturally deadly.

A public meeting, convened by His Honor the
Mayor on requisition of, and attended by our lead-
ing citizens was beld on the afternoon of Tuesday
last in the Mechanic’s Hall of this City. The
Mayor was called to the Chair, and Messrs.
Chamberlin, Penny, and Lowe were requested to
act as secretaries.

"The object of the Meeting was to raise funds
for the assistance of the families of our brzve
Volunteers, who at the call of duty have rushed
to the frontiers to protect our land from fillibus-
ters. This was well set forth by the Mayor
who opened the proceedings: and in furtherance
of this object a seties of sound practical Resolu-
tions were moved and agreed to. At the close
a subscription was taken up—the Bank of Mont-
real leading off with a contribution of Four
Thousand dollars ; the Graad Truok Railway
Company with Two Thousand, for this section
of the Proviuce: the Bank of British North
America with Oae Thousand. Nor were our
private citizens slack, for in a few minules the
amount realized was about seventeen thousand
dollars. . L

Granp Taonk VoLunrzzes.—The Grand Truok
omployes at Toronto hvve been formed into six com-
panies in pursuance of the circular issued by Mr.
Brydges. Tiose now in other” voluntéer corps will
be requested to rosign, 0 that the whole stsff may
joia ‘thenew orgabization. *It ia'further understood
that partiearefosiog to sign thoroll will be dismissed

vl

- “THE LoNDoN TiMes ox: ' CANADIAN “Fog.
TIFICATIONS.—Tna lengthy ‘riticismiof ' the” de.
‘bates in:the. House ‘of Commons’ oa ihe Army
Estimates, the: Times takes oceasion to censure
btrongly the expenditure “of mbne'y'Lbn'thé_‘t"i)fti.
fications at Quebec, and- other posts in Canad'n,
.28 % a hopeless and wasteful enterprise tending to
m;plve this country—Great Britain—in ‘heavy
liabilities, without in any material “degree pro-
tecting the Province against possible invasion
from the United States.” In case of any seri.
ous reverse in the field, 1t would be impossible,
thinks the - Times, tor the troops to mawtain
their communications with Quebec; and indeed,
with the country on the right bank of the river,
.on which the only railroad communication be-
tween Montreal and Quebec 13 unfoi‘tunately
situated—1n the possession of an enemy, all con.
muni_cation betwixt these two important citieg
would be cut off.  'What 1s wanted, as of supreme
importanca in a military point of view for the
defence of the Province, s, a line of railroad
built, exclusively on the left or Canadian side of
the river,

ImmoraLITY IN THE UNITED STATES, —
The New York Freeman’s Journal complaing
in vigorous language ot the moral corruption of
his countrywomen, a corruption most evideqt
amongst the wealthiest classes of society in the
U. States :——

% The war, 83 war usually does, set loose a large
portion of society from their moorings, The close of
the wer has not been accompanied by any return to g
better order. On tbe contrary, indecency has growy
more and more rampant, The very sense of shame
at anything seems to have ceased to exist!

¢ It ie a received maxim that a general corruption
of morals among women, is the unfailing sign that a
people has lost all recuperative moral power. Thig
process has been going on for & long time among ng,
If it is not to accomplish our ruin there is not a me.
ment to lose in staying the plague, It is & mors
threatening calamity than the cholera, or the trichins
in swine's flesh, or the rinderpest among biack
cattle.”—~N, Y. Freeman, 17th inst,

As a proof of these assertions the same writer
adduces the frequency of infanticide, not amongst
the poor and destitute, but the affluent, and what
are called respectable classes, Of course re-
ticence 18 imposed upon him by the very nature
of the case, but some of the facts by him ad-
duced are fearfully suggestive. For instance, he
tells us that, ooly the other day, in a village not
more than thirty miles from Rochester, and in
one of the most puritanical districts of Western
New York, “in cleansing the vaults attached
to a hotel—a first class hotel—tbe workmen re-
moved no less than eight bodies of infants in al|
stages of decomposition,”

Why insist upon these revolting facts? it may
be asked. Because our design is to show thag
“ vice 15 not the daughter of ignorance,” and to
refute the perniciovs sophisms of those imperti-
nent pretenders, who propose to us an exteosion
of the Yankee * Common Schoo!l System” ag
the best means of rearing up a moral and virtu-
out population.

How the Government at Washington under.
stands the obligations of a neutrality, when its
own nterests are concerned, may be learnt from
a communication made on the 29th of Novem-
ber 18G4, by Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons;
complaining, on the authority of General Dix,
that there were about forty rebels, or Southera
refugees, in Marysbourg, P. E. Covnty, Canada,
.who were armed with revolvers, and used to drill
three times a week. ¢ These organisations,”
argued Mr, Seward, “for hostile purposes on
Canathan soil, are so plainly 0 violation of all
the obligations of neutrality that I cannot doubt
the willingness of the Canadian authorities to put
an end to them on proper notice.”

Though the complaint made by Mr. Seward
was discovered on the investigation immediately
instituted by the Canadian authorities, to be
destitute ot foundation, yet, both in that complaint,
and m the consequent action of our Provincial
authorities, we had a plain recogaition of the
obligations of neutrals. To-day, and indeed for
the last two years, 4 body of men, many thou-
sands, have been openly organising, arming, drill-
iag, recruiting, raising funds, providing munitions
of war, with the avowed object of making a fill-
bustering attack upon Canada, and the British
North American Provinces ; in flagrant violation
not only of all international law, but of the ex-
plieit provisions of the municipal law of - the U.
States; and this is . dope net only with the
koowledge, but with the sanction and approval
of the offizials of the sco-called ueutral Govern.
ment! It is thus that the United States fulfill
towards others those international obligations
which they fail not to exact for themeelves.

Devounorxe THE Funians.—We understand that
the Rev, Michasl Drennan, pastor of the Roman Ca-.
tholle Chureh, Belleville, taok occasion on Sabbath
lagt, to allude to the Fenians whom he denounced in
‘'unmeasured terms, He told his people that they
were in the enjoyment of every civil aud religious
liberty ; taat the Government of Great Britain was
& wise and beneficent one, and warned them against
baving anything to do ‘with a movement which
wonld be the 'greatest injury to the Irich race. He
‘prononnced the Fenians enemies to God, enemies to
the Church, and enemies to Ireland, and urged his
bearers to discountenance thém in every manner
posaible. He concluded his remarks upon this topic
by riquesting the members' of the St.- Patrick’s
Society to abstain from any public celebration on the
17th" inst: These sentiments, wo need scarcely say,
dohonor to the priest who uttered them, and will no

doubt hidve & salutary effect.— Belleyille Inlellig incer,
Miselh 1, 7 "¢ e e T




