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NEWS OF THE WEEK. .

The Parié- Conferances were to open oa the 25th
ult., and, if the information of the Paris correspon-
dent of the London Times may be relied on, w_nh
every prospect of a successful isue. The question
whetber the arseaal of Nicolaieff should be included
amongst those which were to be destroyed, has long
presented the grarest difiiculties; and it was surmis-
ed that Russia would never consent to such humiliat-
ing conditions a3 those on which the Allies were de-
termined o insist, as alone calculated to place Tur-
key beyond the reach of future Russian aggression,
The Czar has, Lowever, it would appear, made up
his mind to swallow the bitter draught presented to
him. Nieolaiefl is to be dismantled ; and the great
obstacle to a pacific solution of the.problem to be
laid before the Paris Coafereaces bas thus bees got

course of the-discussion some very valuable statistics
were laid before the Eouse, conclusive to the supe-
cior morality ol the great Anglo-Saxon race. We
extract the following, (rom the speech of Sir J.
Walmsley— I-am of. opinion”—said the Protestant
authority quoted by that speaker:—

' % That vice and immorality are relatively more pravalent
ia Loodon than in the great Continental,capitals; and
espacially, that'the relative proportion of tha immorality

‘| whick prevails on the Sunday, compared ‘with any ‘other

day of the week, is fur larger in London than on the con-
tinent; that iz Edinburgh and -Glasgow, -where that
which may be called tho Judaical observance of the Sun-
day i3 greater than in London, tbe vice and immorality
prevalent on that day are also relatively greater than in
London." :

Very similar is the testimony of the Londog L'émes
—# Nineteen out 'of twenty”—it resarks—* go to no
place of worship on Sunday ; don’t emerge {rom their
musty dens till the middle of the day, pay .an occa-
sional visit (o the gin shop, and sot, sit, sulk, or
saunter about duving the rest of the day.” Again
he says:—

“ Ve deprecate this continual comparison of our own
metropolitan population with that of the continental capi-
tals. What inthe world do our legislators see of the Lon-
don actisan on the Sunday, or know of his manners and
motions, aad bis haunts and resorts on that day? We cau
toll them that he does got spend the day in the hasom of
his family. He does not take his wife oo his arm andlesd
hig children in procession to take a walk in the field or on
tha river-gide, thanks to the obstinate indifference of Par-
liament to theso poblic benefits. The London artizan does
not spend the Sunday in psalmsinging, or in prayer, ot in
reading the Bible. Gentlemen who goabrosd in the au-
torop, and investigate the subnrbs of Parig, and Munich,
and Vienna, will, of course, sce a great deal of bad taste,
and oven some bad morality ; but if they would takea
tour thisyear through Bethpal-green,Spitalfields, Bermond-
sey, Lambeth, or even the ueigcﬁborhood of the Roy"él e3-
tablishments at Ckelsea, Greeawich, Deptford, and Wool-
wich, 50 as they use their eyes and ears propecly, they
wonld observe n good deal that iz not in keeping witha
sacred day, or even any day.”

Nevertheless, British morality, which ia the fruit
of British Sabbatacianism, is a great fact; and
¢ ust be kept up”—as Mr. Squeers said wheo he
walloped the young gentlemen at ¢ Do-the-boys Hall”

vid of. The Temescorrespondent alluded to, writes
from Paris that nothiog can be more certain than that
peace will be the issue of the Conferences—and that
the Conference itself will be but a matter of form.
"Phis happy result, the writcr attributes to the identi-
ty of views between France and Great Britain, In
allusion to certain rumors that Louis Napoleon was |
determined upon peace at any price, il is stated that
the Emperor has formally declared bis firm resolve to | pegee Conferences at Paris had been beld, but the
adhere faithiully to the policy originally traced out by | Jerails had not heen alfowed to transpive.  All sorts
the Allies—as would beseen ut the approaching Con-y of runors were in circulation ; but in spite of a
ferences. The tone of the Parisinn press is strictly | gliwht panic caused by a report on the. Stock Ex-
in accordance with these sentiments. :
Though the Peace prospects are so far favorable, , yeneral opinion is still that peace is not far distant.—
the Allies seem by no weans prepared torelaX in| 3y armistice till the end of Mareh had been agreed
their military preparations.  Au advauce squadron, (o gand in the meantime active preparations for-a,
consisting of several heavy steam frigates was under l continvance of the war were being rhde on bot
orders for the Baltic; to be (ollowed by the greatest | 4., No news of the Pucific. The steamship
naval armament ever despatched from the ports off 797,441 gk reports having pussed oo the 7th ulL., on
Great Britain, should the wegotiations at Paris not ! por voyage from New York to Glasgow, a quaatity
terminate favorably. _ ..'of ice, covered with fine cabin furpiture, such as
"The vacancy for Slign occasioned by the death of  ypiayt " have belonged to a finst-class steamer. Tt
Tolin Sadleir, Fsq., who poisoned himsell on Hamp-; is % ffirmed however that the dpseription given of
stead Heath, has not yet bees filled up. Tn Trishy pis furniture does not agree with that on bowed  the
politics e have little to record, except that on the: oo cteamer. :
20th ult. Mr. Moore introduced his Tenant I’}ight? ° _
B, which was vead o first time.  “The aftairs of the: Cerr e I et <tp e
late Mr. Sadleir appear tu be in a state of inextrica- . W Hf\ 0o (-'A“?T-O.LIC'@ WANT?
ble conlusion; and it would seem hat tte unhappy . QOue unfortunate, but inevitable consequence of
man was driven to the perpetration of the crime which . the repeated tinkerings of the Upper Canada School
hurried bim before bis Maker, by the certainty of the ; Law has been to leave a strong impression upon the
exposure of numerotis nefarious pecuniary transactions | minds.'even'ot liberai and well disposed Protestants,
in which he had beea extensively engaged. In fact: that Catholics are insatiable in their demands; that
for some time before his death he seems to bave been ! every [resh concession will sevve but as an excuse for
cliel actor ip some of the most 1afamonz swindles i asking more ; and that when that # more” is accord-
ever concerted ; and if ke bad not perished by his own . ed, the cry of the dissatisfied Papists will still be
haud, there is every reason to believe that he would ;  give give.”  And to speak plainly, “give give”
have ended his days in the Penitentiary. “rust still be our ery, so long usa full measwre of
The excitement on the American Queslion is now ; justice be withheld from us by our opponeats.
fast subsidiog ; and the Impecial Darliament has been | In substance our demands wre very simple, aud very
" far more intent upon the questions-—Whether it be | moderate. We ask:— -
Tawful to shave a man oo a Sunday? and—whether! 1. That we—Catholics—be exempted {rom alt
the British Museum should be open 7—whether the :taxation for the support of an educational system to
gates of Hyde Park should be closed, and the band be ! which we are conscientiously opposed ; and of whica
prohibited from playing on the Sunday ? —than upon ! We cannot avail ourselves without incurring the risk
the legality of Mr. Crampton’s conduct, or the Central . of * mortal sin.”  Lenfen Pastoral of His Lord-
American difficulty.  Just as on this side of the At- | ship the Bishop of Loronte 1856. o
fantic, it is proposed to inaugurate a Temperance 2. We ask—not that Protestants be taxed for the

by way of maintaning a cheerful and lively disposi-
tion amongst his pupils. '

From the Crimea there is nothing to veport. A
straggliog shot occasigmally from the North side of
the harbor alone diversilied the wonotony of the
soldier™s life. :

The Arabic, with dales to Lthe 1st {nst., arrivedat
Halifax on Wednesday. Toree meetings of the

~n

Millenium by Act of Parliament, so on the other side, ; support of our schaols, or of 2 system to which they |-

are,al} bardworking men and their wives, theie sons [are opposed; -but this—that, -if government gives
and their daughters, aod the strangers that are with-  any material assistance or encouragement (o the
in their gates, to be converted into a boly people, by ! cause of ‘education—such assistance and encourage-.
the simple process of interdictiog them frowm all ra-  ment shall be given impactially boths to its Catholic
tional and iatellectual amusements, upon’ the only ' and non-Catholic subjects. " That Separate and
day of the week durioy which they have time to ! Common Schools shall share alike in all sums aecru-
amuse themselres at all. To Mr, Roebuck belongs ; ing from public sources.
the honor of having introduced the subject—he having ; 3. We demand that the Catholic winority of Up-
put a question to the Secretary of State, respecting ! per Canada be as liberally dealt with by the Protes-
the case of a poor, but profane barber, whora the Ma- | fant majority, as is the Protestant minority in Lower
gistrates bad, like good Christians, fined 5s on Mon- | Canada, by the Catliolic majority of that -section of
day, for the atrocious offence of shaving another poor ; the Province. ‘
man, with a saperabundance of beard, but sadly| But to grant this would be to destroy the < Com-
deficient in veligion, on Sunday: The British ' mon School” system of Upper Canada, we are told;
Senate having disposed of this grave question, ; concessions such as these are inconsislent with the
proceeded 4o consider » molion made by Sir; principle upon which is based the entire educational
J. Walmsley—to the effect that, it would pro- superstructure of the Upper Province. “lrue—per-
mote the moral and intellectual condition of the; fectly true. But this is no valid argument agaigst
working classes, if Lhe collections of national history ! the claims of Catholics, unless the « Comman School”
and art ia the British Museum and National Gallery | system of Upper Cauzda be just; ualess the princi-
were opeaed to them on Sundays atter morning ser-  ple on whick it is based be sound. And this is why
vice. An interesting debate followed ; and the pious | —to the disgust of the Montreal Pilot—instead of
reader will rejoice to learn that the impious proposal | quibbling about paltry details, we address ourselves
to assimilate n Puritan Sabbath to a Popish Sunday, , to the consideration of the previous question—Is the
-and to substitute intellectual amusement and rational | ©* Comirzon Scheol” system sound in principle, and
enjoyment, for the truly British and Protestant pas- | just in ils operations? If it 15, Catholics bave no
times of tife-beating, child-kicking, gin-drinking and ' vight to ask to be exempted from its operationat all

Ichange, that there was o  liteh” somewhere, the!

+

jof pupils upon such separate schools.

-public opinion in:Upper Canada‘ is strongly in favor
of the # Gofnmon’ system 3 and that it will never do
for Catholics to oppose public epinion.’ This is the
palmary argument of the Pilof, but. it should have

opinion we are bound to respect ; to-it we are bound
to submit, when public opinion- is right. But when it
is'wrong—and the liistory of the world shows us that
public opinion has' erred; and therefore may err—
when public opinion is an erroneoits dpinion, we see
‘0o more reason for respecting or ‘submitting to it,
than we do for respecting or submitting to an errd-
neous private opinion. Now. in the matter at issue,
il the public opinion in. Uppeér  Canada is in favor of
the: « Common™ system, and of forcing it upon Ca-
tholics, public opinion is wrong ; and if wrong—it is
perfectly lawful for usto oppose it. When, where,
acd with ‘what weapons ?—are questions that must of
course be decided by prudential considerations. -

the fact whether there be 2 “ Common® School sys-
tem, " properly so called, in Lower Canada. He
says: . .

# The system in thig sectioq of the Province is common
fo the Catholics, as that of Upper is to the Protestants.”
—Pilot, Btk inst.

Now if this argument be worth anything, it would
establish the fact that we have a * Common Church,”
as well as a “ Common Schoo),” system in Lower
Canada—because in this section of the Province we
have a Church system which is < commor® to Ca-
tholics. We put it however to oar cotemporary
whether it would oot be in better taste, more ip ac-
cordanice with facts, and the meaning of words, to use
the term *peculiar” instexd of #commop ;™ ag
thus :—

Y The Church and Schoal systems in this section of the
Province are peculior to Catholics; Protestants being en-
tirely esempled from their operation.”

The Pilot admits, however, that ¢ Catholics, by
getting Separate Schools for themselves, do get rid,
in so far as they are concerped, of the Common
Schaol System.”  Apd be adds:— _

t Boyond this we do not thinl it would be citber just or
politic for them to go."—1b.

Neither have we any, the slightest desire, neither
i have we ever manifested any desire, “to go beyond
i this.”  All we ask is, " in so far as we are concera-
jed to get rid-altogcther”—(this word the Pilot
| omits) — of the Common School systens.” Hither-
to we have only partially got rid of it, and are still
subjected to many of its most iniquitous provisions. ;
Cutholiesin Upper Canada—though supporting their
own Schools, though deriving no benefit from the
Protestant Schootz, Schioo! bouses, and libraries—are
still; by the Act of 1835, 18, Vict,, ¢. 131, clause
X1f, compelled to contribute towards the building
'and support of those institutions.

. Nor is thisall; nor is this the only wronz which,
j by the intolerance of our Protestant Jegislators, the
;apalhy of some Catholics, and the venality of others

who make loud professionsof gned will towards the

Church about election time, hus been perpetrated
upon our Separate Schools in Upper Carnada, and
i which remains to this day vnredressed. We allude
i to the V. clause of the Clergy Reserve Bilt; a clause
{ which was no doubt worded expressly and inserted in
: that Bill, with a view to the ultimate destruction of
| Catholic Separate Schools in Upper Canpada ; and
j which, unless modified in accordance with the spirit
of the petition from the Bishop aud Catholic Institute
of Toronto during the debates on the Reserves Bill,
must render all attempts at amending or modifying
the existing school system a farce and a sham.—
In fact, so soon as the funds accruing from
tbe secularised Reserves are at the disposition
of the differens Municipalities, for Commen School
purposes, the supporters of Separate Schools may
cloze their establishments ; as 1t will beimpossible for
them to make head against the Common Schoo! sys-
tem, after such an enormous accession shall bave been
made to its wealth and iofluence. This fact was
clearly recognised in 1854 by the Catholic Tnstitute
of Toroato ; which society, under the guidance of the
noble Bishop of that diocese, did its best to counter-
act the treachery and venality of the supporters of the
government measure, a measure which, as we said
before—if not speedily modified—must inevitably, and
at-na distant date, prove fatal to tke ceuse of “ Free-
dom.of Education® in Upper Canada. o

Tn the mean tine, the following Bill to amend the
XII Sect. of 18th Vict, ¢. 131, bas been introduced.
Even if it passes, however, nothing of any substan-
tial benefit to the Catholic cause will have been gain-
-ed, uatil the Clergy Reserves Bill shall have .beep so
amended as to render it 0dligazory on the County Mu-
nicipalities of Upper Canada—to whom the fundsac-
cruing from the secularised Reserves are to be hand-
ed over,and if of those funds they make any appropria-
tion whatsoever for Common or Nog-Catholic schaol
purposes--to give to the Catholic separate schools their’
share thereof, in proportion to the average attendance.
With- nothing
shoct of this ought the- Catholics of Upper Canada.
to rest satisfied : — |

¥ AnAct fo amend the U;‘}:per Conado Separale Schoot Act of
- the year 1835, ‘

“Yhereas it is expedicnt to remove eertain impodiments
found to exist in the working of the above meniioned Act:
Therefore Her Majesty, &c., onnets as follows :~—

‘1. The twelfth section of the eaid Aet ghall be, and
the sams is hereby repealed.

*“11. Notwithatanding anything in the above named Act,
or ia noy other School Act or Actsto the contrary, every
person paying rates, whether 23 proprietor or tenant, who,
when required to pay his School taxes or rates, shall pro-
sent to the Collector a certificats in duplieats from the
Secretary-Treasurer of tho Trustees or of any Board of
Trustees of any Romsn Oatholic Saparate School .or
Schools, that he has paid all Bahool ratesor texes required
by such Trustees or Board for the then current year, shall

but little yweight . with 'the. Catholic.. True—public :

The Pilot differs from the True WiTness as to.

t
! the Toronto Colontst, it would seem that ¢ the gum-

] Pt A !
! ber of criminals—both for the more serious crimes,

-8biall be- the duty of such Qallector to-retain o

above named certificates, and sign his name to th;1 %?Ife:i:e

be:ebn;ne@byshmtothemtepayer. R TA 0
‘“TIL-This Aet ghall -take effect from the first

January, One thougand cight hundred nnd fifty.

st day of
sixt-
.= On. Monday evening the first meeting of the pes ’
.€elected City -Cpuncil? was held." Ol??‘lalé I&:‘;tl)r
ry-address ; i

was present, and delivered a valedicto
which, whilst be congratulated the Corporation ypop
the favorable state of its_finances, and - the ability of
its officers—Le jamented the great amount of crige
that prevailed in Montreal, as would ‘be but tog gq.
parent from the Report of the Chief of Police.
For the motives of our late esteemed Mayor v,
have the highest respect; but we feel inclined ¢,
question some of his facts, and the soundness of pig
political economy,  Indeed he himsell refutes hip,.
sell ; for, after telling us that the amount of % Crige»
in Montreal is “quite appalling,”’ he proceeds to
show that that which he calls « Crime” is, after g
for the most part nothing but poverty; and that if{
great number of paupers have been arrested dyrip
the year, this bas arisen from the great aumber of
persons, engaged during the summer upon our public
works, but in the winter, with bread at famine price
suddenly thrown owt of employmert, and left 4,
cboice betwixt death and the watch-house. - Ty,
jail is the only asylum open to these unfortunates.
and to them the policeman who arrests them, in spité
of staff, glazed bhat, and blue coat, appears rather 45
an angel of mercy, than as the stern minister of jus-
tice. Destitution, want of employment, and conge.
queatly, of food, clothing and shelter, are the chief
% Crimes” of which our Police have to take coapj.
zaoce ; and much a3 we may deplore this, yetwe
can bardly admit with Dr, Nelson, that there is any-
thing in it  truly appalling”—especially when compar-
ed with the criminal statistics of other cities. W,
may have wmore poverty (or instance, because of gur
longer winters, than many of the cities of the neighbar-
ing republic ; but se bave far less serious crime ; far
fewer cowardly and brotal assaults, murders, burgla-
ries, infanticides, &c., to record. A well disposed
and sober persco—mao or woman—may walk the
streets of Moatreal at all hours of tke day or night
in perfect safety. This—if the statements of the
Upper Canada papers may be relied on—is more
than can be said with truth of Toronto, and other
cities in the Upper Province ; where, according to

as well as those for petty misdemeanors—appears to
increase yearly”—where the Police are impotent to
protect life and property, or to shield the wives and
daughters of respectable citizens from outrace and
insult—and where * hardy ruffians who keep socber for
a purpose, nightly perambulate the streets, tnsulting
all they meet—male or female—especially the lat-
ter.” Qur soldiers, it is asserted on good authority,
swore horribly in Flanders, and we may have a very
fair share of rowdies in Montreal. But neither
amongst our soldiers, nor our Montreal rowdies, are
such ruffans to be found as those who infest the
streets of the cities of Upper Canada with impu-
nity. ‘

How to get rid of a portion of our pauperism, is
one of the problems which the Duffalo Conveation
proposed to selve; and if to any extent it shoutd
have solved it sucressfully, it will by so much, bave di-
minished the amount of crime which our late Mayar
finds so appalling. The fact of the matter is, that,
attracted by the offers of employment at bigh wages
on the public warks, too many of our nescly arrived
immigrants, forgetting that these works are suspended
during winter, prefer the precarious wages of the
hired laborer, to the smaller profits, but greater cer-
tainties, of the hatdy setder. ‘I'hey stick about our
large towns, instead of starting at once lor the bush;
where axe in hand, they might, with no greater ex-
penditure of strength than that which leaves them
paupers for about four months in the year, make
themselves masters of bomes and lands,

Another important fact which should aot be lost
sight of in discussing the * Criminal,” or rather the
% Pauper” statistics of Montrealis this. During the
winter months, from the closing to the opening of the
-navigation, Montreal is the receptacle of .almost al/
the pauperism of the surrounding districtsand pariskes
‘—attracted hither by thé hopes of relief from our con-
vents, ecclesiastical corporations, and charitable sacie-
ties. But these however in, spite of ail their funds, and
‘the devotion of their menibers, are quite inadequate to
_provide, not only for their- own poor, but for all the
poor of distant districts.. Here then is another sub-
ject of: consolation' for Dr. Nelson. The greater
pﬁr} of that criminal, or pauper population whose
‘presence so much appals him, will in 2 few weeks be
scattered far and wide over our rural districts; such
if it at least a9 shall not have returned to its summer
labors on the public works,

“What can be done to alleriate this state of things?
Nothing evidently by legislation ;. little by the police ;
a good deal by the philanthropist and the Christian.
‘The Irish residents in Montreal especially, should ex-
hort their fellow countrymen,—immigrants—against
remaining loafing about town ; and should -do their
best to convince them that,as settlers upon their own
lands, their position, social and material, would be far
superior to that of the hired laborer, exposed to the
corrupting influences of a city life, and certain almost
to be thrown out of employment at the most rigorous
season of the year. . S :

Our late Mayor’s remarks also upon prison disci-
pline do all honor to his heart; and in so far as
practicable, in so far as consistent with the main ob-
ject of punishmest, may we hope be realised. But
it should be borne .in mind that tbe main object of
puaishment, inflicted by the State, is; nof the reforma-

Sabbath-day-bestialities generally, was negatived by {7 (t4s %ot, the soonef it is entiredy abolished in so far
the enlightened, liberal and Protestant legislators of - as they are concerned, the better.

be exempted from the payment of &ll rates or taxesim-
posed for the building or the support of Common Schools,

tion of the oftender, but to prevent Aim and to deter
otkers, from a repetition of the offence ; and (hat it



