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eyes! Men sit in front of the liotels, or 1oll in
the bar rooms, reading the cheap sensations of
the Sunday paper, discussing the latest manivu-
vre on the checkerboard of politics, or the
raciest and most salacious social scandal. Trains
antd boats are packed with pieasure-seekers,
boind for suburban resorts where brass hands,
beer, and base-ball bauish the last vestige of
reverence for the day which Goil has hallowed
and claimed as His own.

What has changed the primitive reverence
and sweet sobriety of the Sunday rest to the
noxious levity which now parades itself on this
Iloly Day?

A varicty of answers may bc given. each
partially describing the causes wlhich have con-
tributted to bring about this lamentable state of
atfairs.

The large influx of foreigners to our shores,
and the prolonged sojourn of iayiv A nericans
abroad, have led to an importation of foreign
miannlers from those countries wherc the labit-
ual and ancient respect for Sumday lias faliln
inito abeyance. What regard for Suindayidoes a
very large class of Germans bring. from a coin-
try largeily secularized and rampantly and ob.
tusely criticail of revealed religion ? What voit-
eration for Sunday can the Frenîchnanî brinig,
wlien at home the race for Le grand Prix and
thle elction of deputies is held on Snday ?
Wlat estimation lor sacred rites cani those Ita-
hans bring froni a coutry wh-ei-e Roaninismn
begg~ars the poor for the enrichment of well-fed

priests ? Thousands cone to the United States
withi a distrust of Christianity, tn antipathy to
wlatever distinguishes its sacred seasons from
common hours, and finding here unlim ited
liberty, they corrupt by cvil example tie simple
oiuls who learned in a different school.

Ther are other streams, nlot fureign in their
sources, tributury to the nighty river of irre-
ligion. There is a re-action frimî flie rigil Pui--
tanismn of the 17th and 18th cenituries, wviti its
harsh, unnecessary, loveless strictures against
the joyousntess of the scriptural Lord's Day.
Many who were brouglt up uider the old
regii of Congregatio:ism, have departei froni
ail faiti. The feelings of this class are shoclk-
ingly depicted in the exclamation of one trained

uder that steri religiois dispenîsation, who
burst forth one Saturday with tihe malediction :
" 'o-morrow is that dreaidful day! H ow i hate
it!" If one nay rely on Mrs. Alice Morse
Earle's description of " the Sabbati in Puiritan
NCw lnlland," we eau scarcely wonder that
t he Jewisî exaction iof that diay hias drivenl iany
souls far fron the faith of their fathers.

One other cause bas had a subhtle efeet in
diminishing observance of Sunday. Universal-
iSi, as popularly understood, has leadened the
conscience of many to the high and gracions
privileges of this day. Wc ldo not impeacli any
who10 profess thre name of Christ, but we caniiot
refrain fron nloting as a matter of experience
and observation, tlat many have imbibed the
notion that as all men will be saved tinally, thîey
iecd not greatly conîcern tiemiselves withi dities
that contribute to salvation of soul. Why kecp
holiy Lie Lord's Day by tihe assembling mur-
selves together, if we are just as well oif in t lie
final disposition of all things as they who esteemn
it a dclightsone day, holy unto the Lord, and
honarable ?

Causes less powerful have operated to the
saie etid, but these are soie whiclh, couipled
with the often repeated cry about delinquenicies
of professing Christians, have helped to increase
a disrespect, for Sunday and a neglcut of the
services of the Church.

Before proceding to suggest reinedies, [et me
inidicate sOme evidenîces of this defection, and
the contrast betwen thie piety and consecration
of our parents and the painful lack of the4e
qualities to-day.

Most of tie clergy are interesteid in. the spir-
itual welfare of a rural folk, whose horzans are
narrow, despite the breczes of the hills and the

unfettered freedom of the pathless sky. Of the
constituency of a city parish wec are not iow
speaking. The Suniday desecrating habit Ia.s
firmuly established itself in the country districts.
The foreign impulse, the pulsations of this rest-
less age, the break on Manhattan [slaud, are felt
across the country, and their remotest ripples
plaslh against the base of the Rockies. Sudity
mnorniing dawns over the fhirest scciery upon
which God's hand lias loft its delicate and per-
fbet workmnaîîship. But alas ! its joy and beauty
shed no, glow over inany thousanId hearts. The
custonary "l chores " on the term are done, the
hoiuselid duties of the vilige o haioe performedi;
there is still time to prepare for the worship of'
the Clirei. ulit initead, tle master of the
hause, who ought to set a good ex:nple to wife,
children, and servaLits, picks upi) iliat SaLtirday
decoction of scandai and fiilseihood, printud ex-
pressly for Suiilay contamuiation, anid lolls back
iii tie best raoii, squndering tie sacred bours
over the spirit-benuming sheet. Or lie fiids
his way to some near-by taver, and there with
boon compiis propped up aainst the biar-
roomi wall, wastes Ile mîîorninug ii bli est-
ing " ad idle hiighter. hisi iio intrutfutil

i itureI ltio v iany himes iii aii lle
country-ideinto hlow mlany public en. s youl

can goîî, and lind the oriiginal oif tii, sombre
sketch.

Wia t a change lias uoiie over the spiri oif
Amer-icanilîîî- hoe Whiat i depjartureî thier- lias
beon from the reverent labi of our flore -athers.

A ration ag the imiaster of the huise was
a veritable flther i. Israel. lie was astir he-
timiles in thie orning. Le titit coe alone
wlen te clurchî bell semt ils sweet notes climb-
lig hie farthest hill sides and t li Soft-
onîel accents doi the wiiniiing valley. Witi
a waion tuem ing witlh soul.s precious ini God's
>igit, he drove up to the 'en(erate' prtal o
tle churlic where his fathers hail worshipp
beibre hiiii. Ii winter lie siovelleil out tlie
drifts and brioke the roads to reach the hose of
God. Neither snov storm, rain, nor tempest
stood between hini and his G-od. Il by cbaieu
a party of gnests c-owde arounid his wide and
genial hartlstone on tie cve of tie hioly id1ay,

they did lot prevent himîî from discalirginig lis
dItV t GOd ti-st. SIIIdIIay guests nr Sutnday
g lss kept limîî froi culiircib. Ile took tle
firimier vith iiiii mi d t thu the ltter.
His Christian faith vas not ofi tliat mmi-
dating nature that shapeil itself' to thenervrs
w:ays of the vor-ldliiig. It wîas o-busî it hai
iiiiulariLy as well as popltrity. it rej I-ied
in aid tirived of. practice.

cani we thinkli that, the mianl who- wva, foini in
his pliace at the services eaih Lords Day ivenît
to bis work with overtaxed body or dispirited
nminid ont miday morling ? i vumntnre to uamin-

tain thiat io harder, longer lived race of muueîî
could bu fiiid, than thiey whîaose axes feled tlie
tree on these gioriois iiilS aii whse plough-
shaes turnied the soit of tlie re fertile valleys
two or tir-ce gemnerations ago. Gd's blessing
was on these morn and their fmnilies, a- it will
be on their descendants il thc observe tle
habits of tihir athers.

('To bc conti»imel.)

-LIGION ANJ> ED1)UCAT10N.

Thie Rev. il>r. lofmnanî, inî :i1i addrcss to tle

issiary Couicil if tlt iter Clirel ini the

UniteI States, thuis spoke ol the duly anid beie-
lit of carly and contimnus religious training

We Can searcely begrin toi sooin to inpress

ipon their infiit minds tli great tr-utlhs whichi

are to influence all tleir liveî. Year agi, whei

I hil charge of a parisil whiilî iîinitainîed a

parish school whure the cliiilren, ii accai ne
with the Catechismî, were taught b) tle Creil
whiat they weotre to believe, and bv the Ton Comn-
iandments what tlicy vert; tii fio. aii by the

Lord's Prayer how "to all by diligeont prayer
foi thie grace to enable them to do these things,"
a neiglbor called uponi me omi mnorning to know
if 1 would reeeive her child iito the school
it hout -equlii-iig iiim to attend the religious

instruction. Not being a miember of the Clhuîreli
hierself, she did not wish lier child to he brought
upii ii ils u1piet, sacred ways, 1 roplied to her
that iii ouir sehool we knew but ona method of
tirainin upg hla child ini te way lie shouild go;
we lid not Ielivor in divorcing secular earning
froma religious instruction ; we deneid them
both necessary l'or the piroper educatioii of the
lumain beiig, and we cotild not maiuke an excepî-
tion iii lier case. I suggested to lier thiat, ifshe
was not willing to have hier child taughlt thoeo
tings, iera wier otier sehools in th noigli-
horilood ii wlicl they were iot tol be foind.
Sie aiswered, after urging lier view of thie case
inI tlhe striangest wai y mand tiidiig that she could
not prevail, iat she thoiught our school was so
umîuicl botter thiai the othor schools to which I
referred that shbe was wililing tu place her child
ii it, and to tale thie risk of lis learniig those
thiiîgs whlich site did nol believe. With this un-
drstadiig, I received tie boy amionig our pu.

pils. lie was scarcely six years of age. No
pecial pains were takiein to inustt uc t hiimii aiy

direnemtly friomii the other children. le re-
mlained iii tie school less than a year, wiien lie
was takein away imi -nseuee i tlie ilhmiliy's
riovilig from the t iowi. iears afterwards,
viein I lieeaine the recloi a ai largo city parish,
I recived am cali om a yong iy, wh li Io amskel
me if i could rue:l tie ciriiistances uditier
whicli reuceived lt lis little boy iito mly parishi
silhoti. i tolil lot- I remembered , lien very dis-
i inct ly. Shu then stated that she w2as his sis-
ter, aniI added that the faimily coul iot nd imer-
stail wiat we did witl lher brother while he
was in the parish school, but that aifter lie lft,
it, tlhy ail Iever belon able to inîdîtue imiiî to
leave the E:pisco>pal Churel ; indceil, lie had1ii
giveh m oiii iat lier and hiis sisters ino riest uniitil he
lhad bit i'rouglt th.euim ail to becomue cmmnicants
ii il. Amlil i his lIrgelnc3y, ioiw tiit I ltil L
parish in the ity, shie liail caliled seuri-e ieats
bîr tlem ii thIe chlriel of w«hich I vas tienr
rector.

,I viiii liave this traiming mirriel on ini ail
oMm solloiis of lering. b have noii faith ii
teaclhinIl., tii hamîia , t lie u-ye and the foit, or eve-i
the mind, ito t glet of them sioul. I believue
:î -d-tin in worily kiowleilge, wit.houit
inist rua-tioii ini ( lie iother f all scien s," tio

be vcry iiwise. 1 m:ni sriie thIuat We are iloiig a1
gmrt-at 1r9g to ur hildren whon we suffer
ilei to grw ui, as tie Sayiig i-4, " to eloose
for theetves," when tley crmle to ytis of
liscetin, in thait wieb is of more importanice
ti t thliii ua y ai-thy advantage. " For
what shall it proit a maim, if," (iroiugli our
ieglect in his early -duat ion, ' lie slall gain
t ie wli>e world anîd lose his iin sotl ? '

I w îould folhy il lipi ii ouri colleges, wlin
ou r young men have arrivud at thit age wlieu
tley ire iiiist exposed to the temptationis of
tis worlid, amlî when, above alh other tunies,
they ileed livinle guidance fori conflict witi

thcmn. To shio>w hoiiw mui hi mii ay b duonue by the
iinuisioni of a proper spirit amiong ouur young col-

legias, i neil oily refer ti th honorable ex-
ample of thIe little comu panuy oh stunts who, a
few ycars since, banded theramselves together to

visit t diffeenit colleges iii our country to

urge tupon their felliow-sttudenits the importane

of consecrating their lives as missionmaries oftho
Cross, andl tue very great success which ait-
tendfied thei labors.

" And above alm, I would, by mneais if mis-
sionary organizati onis, and by lectures and ad-
dresse (nu mrissioatiry isulijects, keep alive tie
mi ssi ioiary slpirit in all mir theological menin-
aries. In thue institution over which I have the

hionor t jreside there has beenu for years a mis-
sioniary society, conducted nid controlled by
the studîlenits, whichi meuets every fortnight to


