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POETRY.

GOD IS LOVE.
Ty bud unfolding in the vcrna.l beam, ©
The fruit that basks in summer’s golden gleam,
qutuma’s rich smile—c’cn Winter’s frown above,
:&Il 1el} my thrilling seul that ¢ God is love.”

an—

The Qower that blushes on the strcamlet’s brink,
Where dewy herba the tears of morning drink—
Each leaf that quivers in the verdant grove,
Whispers min¢ inmost heart that  God is love.”

The stars that gild the glowing arch on high,
0rbs—worlds—transcendant wonders of the sky !
Yon suns of glory, that majestic move,

All have a voice, and echo “ God is love.”

Thunders, with roar reverberating loud,

Lightnings, whose arrowy shalts transpierce the cloud,
Coets tirough cther thit eccentric rove,

With one ascord attest thet “ God is love.”

Flow’rs, {ruits—the beauly and the joy of carth—
Stars, moons, and planets, of cclestial birth—
Suns, worlds, winds, metcors—that crratic move,
Tell te wide universe thut  God is love.”

Yet faint as fall the murmurs of the stream,

Or coho of the whisper of a dream,

Compared with Calvary’s Cross, their accents prove
To teach my thanlkful spirit, ¢ God is love.”

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

THE ILLUMINATION OF THE FACE OF
MOSES.

BY THE REV. H. 0. CROFTS.

CHRISTIANS are exhorted Ly an inspircd apostle,
“not to be slothful, but followers of them, who through
faith and patience inherit the promiscs.’”’” That the
church might be benefited by their cxample, the Ioly
Spirit has recorded many of their lives upon the pages
of sacred history. Those lives are well worlhy the
sutentive perusal of every believer. The minute cir-
cumstences, as well as the gencral tenor of their lives,
should be carefully weighed, and duly considered,
if their characters arc to be fairly estimated, and their
worthy rightly appreciated.  And certain itis, that
the adrantages derived from such labour, will amply
repay for all the trouble required to obtain a full know-
I-dze of those, whose characters are given by the Spirit
in the Bible. No-one can rise from a carcful perusal
of the life of & scripiure charucler, without being a
wiser if not o better mun.  One of the most illustrious
of the Old Testement sainth is Moses. Not only did
thzoffice he sustaincd, and the revelutions mude to
kim, conspire to make bim illustrious ; but his person-
al excellencios, viz., hiy strong fuith, his surpussing
meekness, his grent self-dental, his amazing fidelity,
and above all, his ardentdove to God and his people,
have rised him to a very conspicuous place in the
ﬁrs‘l rank of the ancicnt worthies ; and while piety re~
haies on earth, the churacter of Moses will comsaand
aitention, and excite in every pious heart, esteem, ad-
iniration, and reverence. It cannot be expeeted,
that in @ single cominunication justice can be done to
every particular connccted with the history of thia tru-
I greut and inexpressibly good man. Your nttention
vill therefore be directed to one eircumstance in his
history, and that is the Illumination of his face.

The Ilumination of the face of Moses was veal,
™l imaginary. This all must allow, who ackow-
ledze the authenticity and divinity of the sacred Scrip-
tures, and who attentively consider the circumistances
o the case.  Tn the 34th chapter of Exodus, it is posi-
lively slnted7 that “ When Moscs came down from
Mount Sinai/ with the two tables of testimony in his
band, Moscs wist (knew) not that the skin of his
face shone while he talked with him, (God.) And when
Aaron, and all the children of Isracl, saw Moses,
behold, the skin of bis face shene, and they were afraid
t come nigh him. And Moscs celled unto them, and
afierward, all the children of Isracl came righ ; and
fic gave them in commandment all that the Lord had
spoken with him in Mount Sinai, And till Moses

had done speaking with him, he put a vail on his face.
Butavhén Mescs went in befere the Lord, to speek
with him, he took the vail off, until he came out. And
he came out, and spalke unto the clildeen of Isracl, that
which hewas commanded.  And e childven of Isracl
saw the face of Moscs, that the skin of hia face shone.
And Moscs put the vail on his face amein, while he
went in to speak witn kim.>>  Now, il there bad beer
anything illusory in the Hlumination ofthe face of Mo-
ces, soime oul of the vast number of Isracl would have
detected it 5 Surcly Aaron, and all the childseu of La-
rael, could not be deecived.  Yet they all saw hin,
and all beheld the siin of his face shining. And al-
lowing that they might have been deccived at first, by
their distance from him, surely, when they all came
nigh to hisn, and talked with himn, the illusion wonld
have vanished, if there had been any.  But when they
came nigh him, they still pereeived that the skin ofhix
fice shane, and hic was obliged to put a vail over his
faee, while e talked with them. It is, therefore, evi-
dent, that the shining of his face wus real, not imagi-
nary.

The Numination of the fuce of ifoses was miracu=~
lous, not natural. Nutural canses may change the
face of 2 man, and give a very peculiar expression to
the countenarce. Emotions of joy  will spraad over

| the lace, a glow of cheerfulness and pleasure, which it

is delightful to hchold.  Revengeful and angry feclings
will fill the eye with strange fire, ard give to the coun-
tenance an expression which it is unpleasant to hehold.
Grief will give a peculiar look of sadness and dejection
which cxeites pity and sympathy in the beholder.  Buit.
there was nothing natural in the illumination of the face
of Moses, for (he children of Isracl were filled with un-

‘}common wonder and astonishment, when they saw him,

Now we do not wonder uncommonly at secing 2 man’s
face illumincd ith joy, or burning withrage. And it
would have requircd something morc than a mere na-
tural change in the countenance of Moses, accustomed
as the Israelites were to sec him, from day to day, to
have raised their wonder and astonishment to such a
pitch. They were #lso afraid to come nigh him ; but
why this fear, if there was nothing miraculons in the
change of his countenance ?  Besides, if it had not
been miraculous, such marked and distinct notice
would not have been taken of it in the Bible ; consc-
quentiy the inference ig, that the illuminaticn of the
fnee of Moses was miraculous, not natural,

The cavse of this Ilhuminction of his fice wes in-
timate communion with God upon Blount Sivai, for
Sorty days and foriy nighis. Tt is impossible for a
man to hold close, intimate, and habitual communion
witlt God in the present day, without a change taking
place in his soul, if not in his facc.  Belicvers by be-
holding with their mental cyes the glory of the Lord;
by sazing upon kis glory, in the mospel glass, experi-
encea change upon their souls ; they are changed in-
to the moral likencss of God,and sometimes that change
is visible in their countenances, though notin the same
manaer, and to the same extent asthe ilumination of
the facc of Moses. The apostle, in the 3d chapter of
the 2 Cor. says,  But we all with open face behold-
ing as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, arc changed
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by

-the Spirit of the Lord.”> And il this clict in now

produced upon the souls of belicvers, why necd we
wonder ab the illumination ofthe face of Moscs, when
we consider the remarkable manner in which God
communed with him for so long a period as forty
doys and forty nights 1 Though Moscs did not actu-
ally see the face of God, yethe was snyrrounded with
the divine glory., He hud an ibamcdiate interview
with Jehovah, and conversed with him as & man with
his fricnd. Here then wehave an adcquale cause as-
signed for this wonderful event.  Such peeuliar com-
munion with God, for so long a time, causcd his face
to shinc as no mere man’s ever had dono before, or
cver has done since, excepting Stephen’s, when he
stcodl before the Jewish Sanbhedrim. We arc told res-
pecting him, “That ell that sat in the council, looking
steadfestly upon him, saw his face as it had been the
face of an angel.”” (Acts vi. 15.) . And it is worthy of
remark, although believers in the present day cannot
hold commmunion with Godin the same remarkable

manner that Moses did ; and although there is net the
same correspotdent effuet, yet those believers who are
very eminent for picty, are casily distinguiched from
the coninen mass of professors, There is a peculiur
glow of heavenly-mindedness in their countenancea—
a peculiar Iustre and brightuess about their actions,
which distinguish them from Christiang of but ordin-
ary picty, and which even the men of the world observe.
The Uuminatica of the face of Moses gave him an
elration of churacter, end an cxlat of injlucner
wninewn before. Wothing upon earth conlthiave cx-
alted tha eharacter of Mogcs, somuch as this iltumina-
tion of his face. Had he continued in Egypr, as the
adopted son of Pharach’s daughter, and had he been
raised to the throne of that country, or hud he been raade
the gbsolute monareh of 1sracl ; had his dominions been
as exiensive as those of Nebuchaduezzar’s were, and
hixd his government been revered athomi: and respected
abread, his character would not have heen so elerated
as it was by this illuminalion of his face.  This cir-
cumstances stamped his charaeter with the highest,with
the truest dignity.  The noost flattering worldly diz-
tinetions conld not lave renderd him so illustrious.
And (his single circumstance gave 2 splendeur to his
appearance, which all the brilliantsin the world could
wot impart, and gave a grandeur to his mien, which
neither nature nor art could ever supply 5 for there
was in his appearanee something more Godlike, o
nearer approach to the likeness of the great €1 AM >
than the world had ever seen before in the face of man.
The Israclites were not mercly dazzled with the shin-
ing of his face, but were struck with awe, and were
oblized to retire from his presence, as from the pre-
senee -¢f a being belonging to a far superior order.
And as the illumiration of his facz gave him such
an elevation of character, it would also extend his
influence. Both cxtrirsic and intrinsic excellencies
are ever accompanied with a certain degree of influ-
ence; and the more conspicous a man’s excellencies
are, the grater will he his anthority and power over
his fellow creatures.  Therefore, the powar of Moscs
must have been increased by the illumination of his
face. The Israclites wonld be more disposed to bow
to his authorily, and yisll to his conunands, when
iliey saw the divine glory beaming in his counten—
ance, and streamiag frefa his face. Ienee we are
told in the unareative, that thry were afraid of the
man thal possessed snch open and visible proofs of
Ged's approbaticn.  And exaled piety, like the illu-
miszation of the faee of Mouses, will always clevale
the character, aad extend the influcnee of those who
possess it. Exalted picty gives rnan the trucst dig-
nity, and the greatest power.  If you find a man of
extrasrdinary heliness, yon at onee perecive in him
an elevation of character, and an cxtent of influence,
swhich you do n@ perecive in ordlnary Cluistinps.
Make inquiries about such a cne in his immcdiate
neishbourhood, and you will find that he is respected
and admired by all clasces.  Rich and poor, learned
and illiterate, pious and prefare, alike speak of him
with esteem, afloetion, and reverenes,  Cullivate an
acquaintance seith this inun—enter Bito conversaticn
with him—be much in his company, and you will find
that-in his presence you arc surresinded with an at-
mosphere so pure, that in it vice & impicty can searce~
Iy breathe. Take the mestabandoned proflizate, who
knows the man, into his company, and his spirit, har-
dy as it may be, will quail and shrink before him, and
he will stand abashed in his presenee.  Yea, reverence
and awe will ill the soul of the proflizate, and the
blush of shame will steal over his countenance, at
once portraying the nucasy, the unwelerme, and the
unpleasont feoling which pervades his mind.  Are the
ungodly brought to the bed of death—do they queil and
shrink, scared by the pear approuch of the terrible
nonster, death 1 Do they wartinstruction, assistance
and comfort 1 Then the wan of exalted picty is re-
quested 1o attend : his eonversalion is cagerly listencd
to—his prayers are carnestly and faevently implored,
and his ndvice is attended to with the utmost diligencc.
In short, you have only to find out the iman that pos-
sesses clevated piety, ard there you will perceive an
clevation of character, and an extent of power, which

ordinary Christians do nat, cannot posscss.
T be continued.




