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sets at naught thc cunning viltainy of sawmig ojit the intcrior,
andi iscrting a disk of inférior mectal, by which a fcw of our
coins have becn turncd into (rauds. If it bc said tîtat a
thin coin canniot welI bring up the devices iii a coiing-p,,.rcss,
thcese pierfectly struck picces furnishi a reply. Oit thc othcr
hand it inust bc allowed that thcerc arc advanta!'vs in liaving
a good body for the coîr, and it is îiot intcnded to argue the
question, but nicrcly to prcsent the point in passing.

'ieh last anncai statenient of Autrian coinagc shows con-
sidcrable activity, tihotl-g siot what we iiiglht expect front a
rich and populous empire. Thîis f.tlling, off appears ta bc
truc, at the present tinie, of -.iII the Mints in Europe, cxccpt
those of London and Berlin. WVhcn Austrian ruice xtendcd
over a part of Italy thcre wcre fivc Mà%iits, in thc whole
matin; no«v there are thrcc, in Austria. Hlungary, and
Transylvania. The coinis struck in 11lungar.ry, though sinmilar
i denomninations and value ta those of Austria, bcar the
language of thé Magyars.

The ncw gold picces, anc miarked ciglit florins, the other
four florins, thc latter alonc having bccn struck so far, arc
intcnded as an offering ta the sclicrne of international cur-
rency, bcing con.current witlh tlîc gold coins of France, Bel-
gium, Italy, and Swcdcsn. It wiIl serve a commercial, but
hardly a dorncstic use in Austria, since it is not strictly
on a par with four silver florins, but is ta bc ratcd by agrec-
ment of parties The ducat serics, also, is mainly for foreign
trade.

It is surprising that Austria, and other Gcrman powers,
still kccp up the systemi of making billons coins; base mix-
tures of silvcr and copper, which look very wclI wviii their
wbitcncd surface wben thcy first Icavc the Mint, but soon
acquire a mongrel hue, b>' no mecans sa agreable as mcre cap-
per. By far theclargcst part of Mint work in Austria, in i187o,
was upon thcse piccs of twventy and ten kreutzcrs. There
is a vesy large profit on theni, as compared with the wvhole


