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tion to the Messiah? Ivery reader may | consideration of these things they were ani- Veally ngainst the blind,misguided zealwhich {entered into.  The Queen’s name appears for :
answer this question for himself. Ife may

then reverse the supposition, and ingnire what
should be thought of the candour of a wriler
who will still affirm that sueh must be the
meaning of the words when used in reference

_1o the Messiah although they have no such

meaning in any other case’ as used” in. the
L e R n
#Should’ any one be disposed .to make the
inquiry, ‘whether. one’s” bearing the iniquity.
of another, ever means what has been suppos-

~ed-when the language-is-used in reference to

the Messiah, Iet him keep in mind that the
prevalent hypothesis implies three ideas:
1. That Christ suffered displays of divine
anger or avenging justice; 2, That these he
suflered as the substitute for sinners ; 3. That
it was the purpose of these sullerings lo ex~
empt those from punishment for whom they
were-endured. - With these ideas in view, 1
thinkno jmpartial inquirer will ever be able
to satisfy himself thet the werds in quesiion
were ever used in sueh a sense by any in~
spired writer. :

- Therc are, however, -other passages of
Scripture which may aflord light on ihis sub-
jecty some of which I shall now exhibit.

1. 1t is -said"of Christ, ¢ He hath horne

° ont griefs and carried our sorrows.?? ““Him-

-

self o0k our infirmities and bare oursick-
nesses.?? - It eould only hein a ‘metaphorical
senge-that he hore our griefs, our sicknesses,
or our sins. Matthew, after Tecording the
inany miracles which Jesus performed on a
ceitain occasion, tells us, that these things
were done < "That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esalas the prophet, Himsell*
1eok our infinmities-and bare our sicknesses.”?|
If then Christ might bear onr sicknesses by
exercising a benevolent sympathy and his
Po\ver of healing, why not bear our sins by
renevolent labours and suffering to redecm us
from all infquity ? 1 see no more evidente
that, in bearing our sins, he bore our punish-
ment ; than that, inbearing oursicknesses, he
suffered all the pains and distresses of which
e relieved others.”

-2, Not only did ‘Christ bear our infirmities,
but - Christians are required to bear the infirm-
ities and burdéns of each other :—

“¢1We then, that are strong ought to bear
the infirmities -of the aveak,” Rom. Xv. 1.
< Pear ye-one anothet’s hurdens, and so fulfil
the law-of Christ,”> Gal. vi.'2, ;

1t surely “is not by having the infirmities

and-burdens of -others transferred o me, ‘that|

I-am to comply - with -these ‘exhortations. - I
am not'to become their substitute, but' I am to
exercise towards -them a Christ-like symiia~
thy, and do what I .can for their relief and
comfort. S o

"8y ¢ For consider him that endured,”® or
bore, “such contradiction -of sinners against
himself, lest ‘ye be wearied and faint'in your
minds;*? Heb. xii. 8.

“Tlow did Christ bear or ¢ endure the con-
tradiction of sinners against himself?2?" I[n
other words, How did be hear the opposition,
mockings, revilings, and insuits of his perse~
cutors, before and at the time of his eruei-
fixion? Was it by suifering the punishinent
due to his perseentors? Or did he bear all
this by the display of a meek and forgiving
1émper towards his enemies, and by prayers,
labowrs, and sufferings for theirbenefit? If
1he latter was the way in which "he bore the
contradiction, insnlts, and crugliies of his per-
seeiitors, why not thus ¢ bear the sins of,
many»? - o ' o

4. “Let us go forth therefore unte him
withont 1he camp, learing  his reproaeh,’
el xii 13. .

‘How are :Christians, lo. bear the reproach
of their Lord 7. Is it by having his reproach
transferred to them, that he may be. relieved
fiom it ?2° Can’ we bear his reproach in no
other way, than by suffering, as he did, the
death of a malefactor? If we may truly.
bear his reproach,. by being so aftected with
it'as to:he willing to do and to sufler. what-
ever may be necessary to advance the cause
for* which Aé suffered; “then he might:bear
our ins, by being so affected with eur condi-
tion -as” sivners, as freely {o lay down his
life for our sakes. @’ . o

§. ¢Always beating about in the bady the
dying of the Lord Jesus,” 2 Cor, iv, 10,

-This Paul spoke of himsel{ and his fellow..
gufferers in the cduse of Clrist. By ¢ the
dying of the ‘Lotd Jesus,”” is* unquestionably.
meant the sufferings of Christ as ¢ the Ca)-

tain-of our Salvation.” - Iow then did Paul |

and "his - companions ¢ always bear about in
ihe body -the dying-of ‘{he -Lord Jesus???
Was®it by -having-'the suffmings of Christ
transferred to-them; so thai they wete conti-’
nually‘enduring the death of thecross ? This
will hardly be said.” "By'this form of spéech
some suppose :Paul expressed his constant suf-

"~ fering, or ‘exjiosednéss -to suilering, and his

willingness to suffer in the cause for which
the; Baviouy died::.” This may nét be -all that
the:«words; were meant:'to" imply. They
might.cmean, * that- the-apostles “constanily
keptin mind the. ovent of their Lord's death,
theiobjects: for which he died; and'the témper

he. displayed undersuffering ;:and that "by:

mated in their work, and excited to patience,
fortitude, and persevérence;: notwilhstanding
all the {riuls and persécutions. which- they-
were called to endure. - 0 .
¢ OF Jesus, it is said, ¢« Who bare our'sins
in his own body.on the tree.??, * - .
2+ Of Paul it is said; ¢ Always bearing abbut
in the bady the dying of the Lord Jesus.>>:
oursins, “and Paul bore Christ's sufferings or
dying. = If then it be the correct mode of in~
terpretation to say, that, in bearing our sins,
Chiist bore the punishment due to-us; why
inust we not say say, that in ¢ always hear-
ing about the dying of the Lord Jesus,” the’
suflerings of the cross were transferred from
Christ to Paul? ) .
Christ suffered for our sake, and Paul suf-
fered for Christ’s sake j but in neither case
do I perceive anything like substituted penal,
suflering.  If, however, in’ bearing our sins,
Christ bore our punishment, why is it not just
to infer, that in hearing the dying of our Lord,
Paul bore over agaii the ¢ punishment due to
us all #2 7 . . o
" As there are many cases in which one is
represented as bearing ‘or haying horne the
sins ot others, is' it not remarkable, that a
meaning has been given to the words when
applied to Christ, which is essentially differ-
ent from their meaning in every other case
inwhich they are used in the Bible? -
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FAMINE IN IRELAND. :
This topie now woceupies.a large share of
public attention. . We cannot take up 2
newspaper,~British or Ameriean, religious
or seeular, but we pereieve it oceupying i
prominent place. The visitation i¢ so rare
in the experience of the world—the distress
a0 extensive and excruciating—the details
50 sickening and awful—that it his attracted
nniversal notice and smpathy- .
Whilst Ireland is in this] sed condition,.a
scascilyof food prevails over the most im~
portant -portions lof Continental Europe, so-
that she can’ c.&peét little assistance from
that quarter, In many pars of France aund
Belgium we are - told that the people ate in
a state bordering on starvation.  And in the
Highlands of Scotland,so dear to story and to
song, we kuow that the inhabitants are sul-
fering extreme distress.  We are assured en
trustworthy authority that there are 350,000
persons_ in the districts of the Higzhlands
and islands of Scotland, who are suffering
extreme destitution, 100;020 of whom are
stricken with'the direst famine and visited
with ravaging disease, and who require the
daily aid of the benevolent to preserve them
from the jaws of that cruelest of all deiiths
~—death by starvation. ) '
" But Tveland is the scene of the heaviest
calamity. - There, ont .of a papulation of
somewhat more . than: 8,000,000, there are
between 3 and 4,000,000 suffering’ from
famine and pestilence. Entire districia of
people are on the verge of death from these
causes, and thousands have aleardy sunk
into the grave.. The most fertile imagina-
tion conld not depict any scenies more heart-
rending?h(_l horrifying than those which the
Irish people; have really witnessed in this
sore calamity. U S
1t is lamentable to, perceive in connection
with this distressing eveut, the’ ebullitions
of fanaticism and bigotry from 4 certain
class of religionists.. “An English ¢lergyman
named Rickersteth has proposed a’subserip-
tiofl of £20,000 1o be employed in sending
missionaries to Ireland at this erisis for the
purpose of converting the :peaple from the
Roman Catholic to the Protestanit religion:,
'Whoever understands the character. and
dircuimstances. of the Irish population will
at once perceive the heartlessnéss-and- ini=

St

‘propriefy of this proceeding: ' None ‘éuld:
desire ‘more ‘stidiigly. than we, 16 see’ e
Irish; and all othér. people,, Mr. Bickerstetk:
himsel(-among: the; number, possessed. of
truer and purer, more elevated and more
expansivi’ views of religion, but at the sarne

timo 'we, feel’ bound o pronemiice. e
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N TCIPONSE.
% Here let it be remarked, that Christ bore |

would raise the scetarian shibboleth amidthe
groans of the dying and the dead. A fana-
tie may be sincere but “his nctual mischief
is not the less, notwithstanding. We trust
that the people to whom the proposition bas

wooct. feeling than to give it an affinnative

It has ‘also been said by, another and
similar class of religionists, that the present
cilamity is a judgment from heaven- upon
Ireland for the sins of her people. It may
be 'so, or it may not.. On this point we offer
0o ‘opinion. . But we have a remark to
Tnake on the conduct.of those who do offer
an opinion. We ask—how. do they know
that it is a speciul judgment 2—And we
answer that they.ean know nething about it
Consequently their opinion is rash and un-
founded, and their comduct, - in .its bearing,
irreverent towards Ged. We believe thata
true wisdom, and a proper reverence for
Deity would caution us against such rash-
ness.  The Divine Providence is at once
umversal and particular- It js universal,
indsmueh as it embraces all things. It is
particular inasmuch as it reaches and re-
culates the minutest matters in the universe.
It operates by laws fixed in their nature,
wise in their direction, and beneyolent in
their eod. © Every thing, therefore, which

‘[takes place, occurs under the Providence of

God. "If this be so, we cau render him no
additivial honor by aseribing special Pro-
vidences to him. "On the contrary, we say
that we' may bring his name and wisdon
into disrepute.  For sneh speciul judgmeunts
we have no salisfactory evidence. The
connection between the event so regarded,
and the particolar matter to which it isul~
leged to have reference is altogether arbi-
trary. To illustrate this we need ot go
{rom the event under consideration.  For of
thoze who have spoken of the famine in Ire-
land as a special jndement, some have taken
views directly at variance with others con-
cerning the offence which ealled it down.
Some “have spoken of it as.a judgment
against lreland for her Popery ; while one
of the Roman Catholie, prelates has pro-
nounced it a judgment aguinst the country
for its n]luget{ increasing disrespect for that
very same fuith. * Some, again, have con-
neeted the alloged judgment more especial-
ly with'the lately increased grantto May-
noonth: “But these’ seem to hive forgotten]
that'Seotland wlo  opposed that. grant has
béen'similarly, visited, whilst the gentlemen
of the British patlinment who were the pro-
moters of the ‘measute, and whoy therefore,’
if sin there be in the case, must mave been
the sinners, have ‘escaped entirely free.
Thuas blindly and zudaciously does fana-
ticism discourse on the ways of God,© Thus
it is that men uve unwittingly led lo interpret
sueh dispensations accordiug to their own
seetarian partialitics. This is surely folly
~the lumentable fully of weak-minded and
bigoted men. They would call the Eternal
froth his throne and press. hin into their
own petty quarrels.  But God is not honored
in this way. No, verily, but sorely Jis~
honored. o S .

The immediate canse of the distress in
Iraland and Scotland is, as is-generally
kiown, ‘the - failure of “the potato -crop.
‘What the proximate cause of the destruction
of this vegetable has ‘been it is difficult;
perhaps impossible, to ascertain. - Some
have alleged it was o funges upon the bulb,
others_an inscct upon the leaf, and others
again have attributed the. disastrous resnlts
toelectricity. Whetherany of these opinions
be correct or not, the terrible . facts remains
the.same, that iu the Providence of God the
staple article of a nation’s food ' has been
summarily cut off, and the people ats.in a
state  of starvation. We. are of those who
believe - thai the present trials of lreland
will result .in .her benefit. - It is true,.the
ordeal. may be sore and distressing.. - But
we-think we can see in it 2 means-of heal-
ing many of the secial wounds of the nation.
Tha - late ‘meeting of the. landowners and
politieal leaders-at Cork seems to promise
this. : And the, effoits everywhere made
thyonghout the country by persons of all
patties to relieve the suflerers, will agsist
towards: the ' same: result. - -t must Jead
likewise to. the political. melioration of the’
couniry. . A ecrisis ‘has come. upon -it—no
sham erisis, but,one of :terrible redlity, and
the government  must.act, on'behalfiof: Ire-
land, decisively and effoctively. By the
Joss of :the, _potatp; . we-hope - that. both thie
owners_of the. soil and its cultivators, will
have their;attention-turned to the production
of somelhing more substantial and nutritions”
as the food. of, the ‘people., This wouldibe
anadditional advaitage..of vast.‘impor-
tanees oo i o ; YLt Tt

.1t is gratifying to perceive how exiensively

the sympathiesiol the world have:beentirous-
éd. by this calamity...,.In' the' less distréss

portions of freland;great exertions have;
madefor.the relief,of thesufferers. In" Eng-

pliati=i

land likewise -lavge .subycriptions <have hedn
N | Do T ey RFAITRE

it

been wade will have more good sense and.

{effected” for! therelief of ‘both ‘Ireland and

Aknowlédge: Several 'generous friends 10

fresi

£2000 sterling. ‘Lhe Sociely of Friends in
England have raised, within the limits of
their own conuection, £22,000 sterling,
which makes an average of £5 for every-
family therein.... We do net know what has!
been done i the British Colonies génbrally,.
but: in this' Proyince something- %i_as been
Scotland.. Xxertions have been'made in tha
principal ehiies in Canada and in some of the
remoter paris of the country; ind fomitfances”
have been sent to the distressed districts by
the last mail. Throughout the United States
also the sympathies of the people have been-
aroused, and substantial tokens thercof have
already:-been ~transmitted ~to"the " famine="
stricken land. It has been ascertained. that
during the past year there have been sent to
Ireland,- from-three- cities of theStates, up-’
wards of a million of dollars:* This’ large
amount has beén sent in small sums by the
hardworking Arish population resident there.
But the eflorls made in“the United Ststes to
relieve the dislresses are no’longer confined *
to the Irish. ‘Meetings have been held in
Washington, Nevw York, Bosion,. New Or~
leans, &c. at'which several of the most dis~ .
tinguished American citizens have been
present 1o plead the cause of suffering hu~
manity. These meetings have already pro-
duced substantial results, and will produce:
more. Still the calamity is so great that the
aitempt to relieve .it- seems almost hopeless.’
Yet we are not without hope. ‘The grasa~
ties and storchouses of Western Ameriea are -
full to averflowing. Whilst we write, fleets
of ships laden. with food are on their way "
across the Atlantic. very addition made
1o the supply which reaches the ports of fre-
lfand will lower the price. © Let the benevo-
lent every where open their purses, and con-
tribute, some {rom their competence, and \
some from their abundance, and food may ba°

placed within reach of the s'arving people. -
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DR, PRIESTLEY.

[coNCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.]. - : -, k
: : : !
]

. After a happy residence of six yearsat’
Leeds, Dr. Priestley qnitted it ‘for” one ans- W
dillerent as could easily be imagined.- “The
Turl of Shelburne (aftérwards Marqiis of
Lansdowne) ‘invited him to reside with himn’:
in the:‘nominal “capacity ‘of: Jibrarian, ‘but *
rather :as :his - literary  compunion,: ‘upon &
terms - whicl' regard to the fatnre ‘provision
of an_increasing family would not permiit’ :
him to decline. -He therefore fixed his- ¥
family:in-a house near his Tordship’s seat
in Wiltshire, and during seven years ‘ho
attended upon the Earl in his winter’s regi-'
dences in London, and oceasiovally in his
excursions; one of which was a tour of the
coutinent. - In this situatios Lé was freo
from all vestraint with respect 10 his pur-"
zuits, aud this was the peridd of some of
those exertions which raised his reputation
as .a philosoplier to the highest point, and
made the name of Priestley familinr Iy all’
the  enlightened countries "of Lurope.. T’
may well be supposed, however, that the
mauners and soctety of a nobleman’s house
were not perfeetly congenial to one whoso
tastes were plain, and his munuers simple
and unaffecied. * L o .
The obligity which his theological wri-’
tings bronght down upon him did not deter
Dr. Priestley’ [rom pursuing the subjeet, for
it 'was ever his principle to follow whatever
he wis convineed to be tiuth, whithersoever
it wonld lead him, regardless of conse-'
quences 3 and it is probable that the odium ‘
which thése warks brought upon hini was - :
the cause of a’coolness in the behaviour of |
his noble patron, which about this titne he .
begau to remark, and which terminated in’
a separation, but upon ‘amicable terms, and |
without any alleged eause of complaint.
His next reinoval was {o Biviningham,. &
situatioit which hé preferred on acconnt of |
the ‘advantage it ‘aflorded of able werkmen .
in every branch requisite in his~éxperi~.
mental enquiries, and of somo men distin~
shished for their cliemical and mechanical '

science, sensible that the defaleation of his”
income wonld render the expenses, of hia
puiénils too burthiensome: for him to support, -
joinéd in raising aih annual subscription for; T
defraying them,  This 'asdistance he Wil

lingly accepted, as more truly honourable’’

to - him “than’ a’ pension from the ‘erown,

which ‘might liave been obtained .for himy .

if'he bid desired 'it, m'the Adminjstration .

of 'the"Marquis’ of Rodkingham, and the:

early partof that of "Mr. Pitt-,’ He had rict ;

béen, long settled in this'place before a'va~"

cariey happening in the’ principal dissent~,

iig’ congregation,”in’ eonsequence .of; thi
fesignation of ‘one *of the’ pastors, lie, was,.
ananimously; chosen to stpply it. . Without,
intefitptinig: his philosophicul and.lierary,’
puisuits, he enlered with gren ] int

duties of his oflice,  espacially that, import: . -
aft pint of ity which' consists ' il vuluelusing,




