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tion of' the country is of' British descent, and thîat consequently their
nianners, feelings, and habits, partake to a certain extent of those of'
the parent state. While there is no separation of the interests of' the
two countries, this circumstance must also be allowed miiost powefutl-
ly to cement their unioi.

These things then-ai uhimiate connection of interests, a similarity
to a certain extent of manners and feelings-are the basis of our uni-
on Vith Great Britain. Besides these, there semes not any other.
Force forms not any of' our relations with the inother country. We
are not ield together, either by the necessities of geographical situa-
tion, by the rilght of conquest, or by any other of those conipulsato-
ry circumstances, which have place in the union of sone parts of this
great Empire. Ireland is separated from the neighbouring island by
but a narrow frith; its destinies must theretare be connected, and
must, in a mensure, depend on those of' its more powerful neiglihbours.

The bravery of our armies tias given us the coiniand ofa vast ter-
ritory in the East Indies, and lias put it in our pover to adopt what
systei we please in its government, and to impose on its iiinabitants
the laws that to us seen best.-The sins of our fathers have put ut-
der our controul the unhappy beings wvho till the soit of the Western
Indies ; and while our troops ara the instruments that maintain the in-
iluence thus acquired, it is fit that wre should regtlate the concerns of
them, and of the miasters who keep theni to their taskz, according to
our pleasure.

In all these cases, force may, and in soie of them it must be cm-
ployed; but it entrs not into the national relations of Great Britain
and Canada; nor, I believe, iill any one be hardy enoughi to aflirm,
that it ought to mîake a iecessary part of the systen wthich connects
them.

From these principles, three tests, for determining the relative ex-
pediency of' protecting the ane or the other of the rival sects, nay
be deduced.

lst. Which forin of vorship is best calculated to promote the
prosperity of' the coloiy ?

2dl. Which wvill most cifectually diffuse among us Britisi habits
and feelings?

3d. Which is most congenial to the state of society that exists in
Canada, and therefore teast requiring the aid of adventitious power ?

Ist. The excellency of any religious systeni, considered irely as
a ineans of proioting the prosperity of society, is chiefly to be es-
timatcd by its tendency to restrain offences against the laws, agaiist
the state, against niorality. If experience then be a fit guide-if from
wthat lias been, we may safely infer what is to be-we nay form a
judgment of the effects likely, in this respect, to flwv from the oper-
ation of the rival systems in Canada, fron those whiclh tthey have
produced, in those parts of the Britisti Empire, vhiere they have been
already long establisled. In England and Scotland, where they ex-
irt apart-in Ireland ivhere they are mingled together.


