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TO SUNDAY

RELATION OF MINISTERS

SCHOOLS.

"he connexion of ministers with Sunday-schoals
152 subjeet that de_uives and demands convidera-
tion. It is an omen for good, that these institu-
tions are to be biought hefore the Congregational
Union at its Avtumnal Mecting this yua, Ss a
ntember of that Union, and a minister omewhat
interested m the matter, L, for one, canuot reflect
without hope on the results of the attention ven
to this subject by o important a body of wt.lli-
gent, Christian, and earnest men. I their minds
receive the conviction that their s a couvction
between ministers and sunday-schools, the disens-
sion will not be in vain,  The sense of deep res-
peet entertained for the influence and character of
the pastoral oflice, renders strong the nnpression
that happy will he that day for Sunday-schouls, for
churches, for pastors, for the Congregational de-
nomination, & the nation,when the duty of imusiers
to their schoolsis understood add fulfilled,  That
there is a duty at all 15 only beginng to be seen
by many,and by many is stilt unperceived.  The
views on this branch of pastoral superntendence
expressed by the Briush Danner, m the review
of the recent Conference of teachers in London,
aro worthy of much consideration, and will awaken
reflection in many munds,  To show  that sinlar
thoughts have been the opinoions of other earnest
men, the remarks of the Rev. John Todd, a pastor
of a Congregation church, and a well-known au-
thority on these mstitutions, are extracted for the
perusal of the mimsters who may not bave met
with them, They will carry weight,and be of use
and may be commended with confidence to the at-
tention of all :

« Ministers of the gospel showld malke the
sahbath-school an tmportant part of their pus-
toral charge.

« Ministers have done much to rear up and sus~
tamn the institation of sabbath-schools.,  That they
have not done more, and all that might be reason-
ably expected of them, I impute in part to the
pressure which this age brings upon them, and
partly to the fact that they have never examined
to sce precisely on what ground they should stand
in regard toit. I do not believe any deficiencies
on their part which might be pointed out are the
result of design.

# Almost every sabbath-school contains hun-
dreds of ehildren in the morning of their being,
open to the best impressions, and rapidly forming
characters which will abide with them for ever.—
T'hese hundreds of immortal beings are placed in
the hands of some thirty or forty teachers—the
best probably to be obtained ; but all the minister
is supposed to know of them is, that they are
members of his church, and persons of commnon
abilities. Iask, now, if he would be willing to
have as many aduits taken from his pastoral charge,
and once a week instructed in relizion by those of
wiiom he knows nothing, except that they are pro-
fessors of religion? Would he be wise or safe,
judicious or justifiable, in so doing 1 1 think not,
But are not these children as liable (o be led
wrong, biassed by any want of judgment or picty
on {he partof the teachers, as the adult part of
the congregation would be? It scems to me
that the pastor ought to know who and what the
teachers are, how they teach, what they teoch,
and what impressions they are making., Each
teacher las some six or eight children committed
{o him, and he can teach them and form their
character as no other human being can.  Minis-
ters may preach well, cloquently, learnedly, and
pewerfully ; but in the pulpit they reach not the
child—all goes over him. DBut the teacher can
reach him, make impressions, and uid in forming
his charaeter, every sabbath, Were it only for
the safety of the individual church, the minister
ought to become deeply interested in the sabbath-
school. But more: let the teachers be neglectr
ed, let them pick.up knowledge as they are able
here and there, let them teach error, and we have
a power growing up which is irresistible, Our
churches are already in the hands of sabbath-
school teachers, ‘They give character,and create
the fashions and feelings of our churcles, T.et
them believe and go wrong, and we cherish an in-
fant Hercules, whose club will shortly be used in
beating and killing his own mother. Teachers
must be taught, that they may feel the ground on
which they tread is firm, and that their part is
through light and under sunshine.  If our teachers
are not held responsible for what they do and
teach, to the pastor and to the church, woe be to
the hopes of stability in the walls of our Zion !—
In order to meet the ease, the minister must not
he cold, formal indiffevent; but his heart must
warm over the school, as over his own children.—
"T'he safety of our churches, their stability, perma-
nency, order, purity, knowledge—all, under God,
depend on the character of our sabbath-schools.—
T'hat character cannot be what it shouldand must
be, if there is any deficicncy on the part of our
ministers,

«'I'cachers are men—good men, I will suppose ;
but men who want improving, enlizhtening, and in-
structing. They ave ready to admit this. Left
to themselves, they grow discouraged and droop.
They do as well as they can.  "The minister and
the churchi stand off'; they receive no countenance,
no encouragement, no sympathy. They bring such
explanations of Scripture ps their limited means
will allow; and thus each one teaching and ex-
plaining in his own way ; they plod on from year

to ycar, Js this right? Ought not the minister

1o meet his teachers once i week, a8 afatliur—to
feel that they are coleagues, with bim, ading him
to take caic of the lambs——instruct them in the
Jesson wineh they are to teach the ensuing sabbath,
ziving thew s wanm sympathy and co-operation §
Ought not the sablath-school to be made an m-
tegea] and ay poportant pait oi bis pastoral arge,
so (hat the mpster shall feod that be s to be the
suide of the teachers, and ho sty keep the church
awike and alive 1o the mterest of  the schools—
that hie 15 10 do what he can 1o create an inerest
m the parentsan the conzregation, and in all classes
o lus charge, 20 that 1t shadl be chershed by all as
the deavest booa committed to the churen! 1t st
is that ke has not time for all this, 1 answer, it may
be Giae s bot hee drust tehe tune. 'Phere s no
pact ot s work that 15 more importantthan this,.—
e bad better save fewer weekly meetmys, make
fewer pastoral visils, than to ne:leet the school.

* T eaunut i uiss this topic withrat once more
urging that e pastor wect his toachess onee o
aechy 1o instioct themian thelessens, They wl
aladly lave L as the fountain whenee they diaw
thew hnosledgv, and by Wia thay are willng to
have their opinions shaped.  They, feel too, their
necd of iental discipline —their poverty of thought
o tllistiadiveg ;g and especially they fed their a-
Ihity 1o vbtwa and grasp tuoss great principles
aitd views of the whole plaa o red mption which
are s0 dusirable, and which once obtained, give a
sehigiows teachics sach pow. i, Ministers do not
set tis great sgsteat Lally bofose the mind after
years of study 5 is it any wonder that teachers
canuot ] The duetvines of the Bible, the great
foundavivn swues of the oval temple,are what they
sant to ueasiie and cXamne, 1 Jy their lanls,
to rest then hopus upon, and by which they wish
to teach better.  'The pastor only can thus instruct
thewm,

* By mecting the teachus wedkly, too, the mio-
ister would prevet bettes . Aud how!  Because
he would be conunually studying to simplify teath,
and thought, and language, so that the children
may understand what is taught thew.  In this way
he witl preach with mose sinplicity, more nature,
more ease, more directness, anJ more ilustsation.
So great a part of his instructions will not go over
the heads of his hearers,

¢ I plead for this close connection between pas-
tor and school, once nore, because it will create
@ strong, a siceet, and @ delightful tie between
the pastor and his flock. The children will feel
that their privileges are great, because the minis-
ter of Godis so frequently present, and takes so
deep an interest m the school.  The teachers feel
that they labor not in vain, and that however dis-
couraging their prospects may be, there is one
heart that will never grow cold, never lose its
sympathy for them.  The parents will feel that the
picty and the intelligence of the chursh are enlis-
ted in behalf of their children, and wifl be encour-
aged to co-operate.  T'he church will feal that
she must go with her leader, and will gather ler
sympathies around the vineyard of the iord; and
the minister himself will feel that when no success
attends bis Jabors, he hasa cohort in his church,
who by experience have learned what it is to labor
in vain, and who will not be backward to sympa-
thize with him,  And when the holy man of God
dies, there will be tears from the eyesof those in
the sabbath-school room,who have looked upon him
as their best friend.”

This passage may be pondered with advantage,
and will suflice at present from the volune entitled
“ The Sunday-School Teacher.”

TO BE CONTINUED.

[}

HOW TO BE ALWAYS EASY: OR TIiE RIGHT
USE OF THE EYES,

An Italian Bishop struggled through great Jiffi-
culties without repiming, and met with much oppo-
sition in the discharge of his episcopal functions,
without cver betraying the least impatience.  An
mtimate fricnd of his, who admired those virtues
which he thought it impossible to imitate, one day
asked the prelate ifhe could communtcate the secret
of being always easy? « Yes,” replied the old
man, * Lean teach you my secret, and with great
facility ; it consists in nothing more than making
a right use of my eycs.”  His friend urged him to
explain himself. ¢ Most willingly,” veturned the
Bishop ; *in whatever state Tam, I first of all look
upto heaven, and remember that my principal
business here is to prepare for my journey there ;
I then loak down upon the earth, and call to mind
how small a space Lshall occupy in it when I come
to be interred; I then Jook abroad in the world,
and observe what multitudes there are who, in all re-
spects, are more unhappy- than myself. Uhus 1 learn
where true happinessis piaced, whereall cares must
end, and how very little reason I have-to repine or
complain.”

HOME TRUTHS.

Reaper,—Last sabbath was a little unpleasant
—that, no doubt, you know j—not so unpleasant.
however, as would have prevented you, on any
other day, from going half a mile, could you
have gained a nine-pence; and yet you deserted
the sanctuary during the day. Now this provesa
few things:

Firstly, That you have little or ro regard for
the feelings of your pastor.

Secondly, ‘That if youare a parent, you care
but little what example you are setting belore
your children,

"Thirdly, “That yon have little or no regard for
your covenant vows. '
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A CINNAMON PLANTATION,

A cinnamon plantation sanewlat resembles a
luswiant laurel copse, as the budes are, by con-
stant pruning, not allowed t¢ exe
tecn feet in hieight, except hose fiat mav ho. re-
quired for seed; and these will ofggfonally attain
the height of thirty or forty feet e trunk of the
shrub measaring from eighteen o twenty-three
inches in circamterence.  The“prapagation of the
Latsras connomonpnt is condue ted with facility,
—seeds, plants, and reots (it transplanted with
cautivn,) alike thiiving in an appropriate soil, that
consiss of a paie quartz sand, which, to the depth
of many iches, is as fine as moist sugar, and per-
feetly séhite 5 it then assunics o gray tint, and in
soine of the mountainous distriets, layers of black
moss are found immediately under this speejes of
stertle sandy soil. It remarkable, that although
white ants tnfest aud abouud m all cinnamon plan-
tations m the islaud, these duestructive insects do
not myure the bushies in the slightest degree 5 and
isa provesh with many of the Cingalese, that,
to have @ tinising plantation of cinnmamon bushes,
four plenties are vequisite, nunely—+ plenty of
sun, plenty of white auts, and plenty of water.”
Lhe tohage of the lawrdd is thick and of a dark
shimng green when arived at maturity, but when
young, the feaves are exquisitely beautiiul, as their
color then is a pale yellowish green, stripped with
brighi red ; from the old leaves a fragrant oil is
distitled, which the natives use for medicinal pur-
poses, and which is applied by us to many uses.—
The cinamoa blossom is pure white, and scentless,
the fruit or betry acorn-shaped and small, the hue
of whieh as1t ripens gradually changing from green
to purple, and from this is obtained, by beiling, a
substance like wax, which is frequently made into
candles, and these emit an agrecable perfume whilst
burning.  Some enonmously large tapers made
from tins was were found by our troops in the
King of Kar ly's palace, The spice is the inner
bark of the shrub, and, n order to ascertain if this
1 in a fit state, the peeler makes a diagonal ncis-
10n in a shoot, and, should the innner bark readily
sepacate, the shrub is in a fit state for pecling.—
‘The knives used by the cinnamon-peelers are of a
peculiar form, being heavy, long, convex on one
side, conzave on the other, and the point of the in-
strument is remarkably fine, ‘The bushes were
generally peeled twice in the year, the first crop
being the most ahundant, and producing cinnamon
of the finest quality.  The first is obtained between
the months of April and August, the second be-
tween November and January.  ‘Fhe mode of ob-
taining the cinmamon is the following :—The cin-
namon-peeler cuts off the shoots of a year old,
which are of the thickness of a man's finger, vary-
ing in length from one to four feet. Th: leaves
are then carefully stripped off and placed in heaps
the peeler makes an incision with his knile the en-
tire length of the shoot, seperating the bark from
the wood ; le then carefully scrapes off the gray
axterior skin, and the green inner epidermis, leav-
ing the bark free from all fleshy substance, about
the thickness of vellum, and of a grecnish white
color, "The man then places the small po- fons of
the bark on the lurger picces, spreading the cinna-
mon out in & warm and shady spot, so as to enable
the spice to dry gradually but thoroughly. The
sun’s and atmospheric influence cause the bark to
assume a brown hue, and pipe-like form ; and, when
all moisture is evaporated, the cinnamon is tied up
into sheaves, or bundles, weighing from fifty to
seventy pounds, and is sent to the market for sale,
L*rom the refuse of the bark,  golden-colored fine-
flavored aqueons fluid is distilled ; from the root,
canphor is procured, and the peeled twigs are con-
verted into walking canes; in short, there is no part
of the Leurus cennamomum that cannot be ap-
plied to the use of man,  The men who peel the
cinnamon belong cxclusively to a very low caste,
called Challias, or cinnamon-peeler ; and no na-
tive woman or man of a higher caste will associate
with, or partake of food that lias been prepared by
these people,—the poor Challia being despised in
the maritune districts, as the unfortuaate Rodia is
in the Kandian province.

TIIE CRUSADES,

Several huudred years before the historvians of
Europe began to write, Moses had defined the
boundarics, and praised the fruitfulness of the pro-
mised land.  When Britain was only inhabited by
wild beast, Melchizdee, King of ancient Salem, in
Palestine, ofiered sacrifices to the true God 5 and
Abraham taught lis servants to fear and obey
him. This favored countey the Creator of the
universe fixed upon as the place where he revealed
his purposes of merey towards all nations, The
wickeduess of the Jewish nation exposed their coun-
try to tie sword of the encmy, like Nineveh and
Babylon. In the seventh century the Sarucens
became the lords of Palestine. Their power de-
clined in a few hundred years, and towards the
close of the eleventh century, . the ‘Curks, who had
embraced the Mahomedan faith, had taken posses-
sion of the sacred territory, At that time the
Greeks, the Italians, the Germans, and English pro-
fessed to be Christians, but knew very little of the
Christianity taught in.the Bible, the substance of
which is “peuce on ecarth and good will to men.”
True believers, from the days of the apostles, had
leoked.upon Palestine with pecufiar interest, and
often made pilgrimages to Jerusalem to admire the
scene of such glorious eyents. ‘Lhe Catholic pil-
grimns in the dark ages brought back to Europe.the
supposed remains- of saints and martyrs, which were

>,,‘ rnerality of the people of the doctrine of salvation
g

d twelve op 6 "

frith, that an opinion prevailed that o prilgri-
¢ to the sepulehre of Christ would atone fop
nost flagrunt erimes, The Cheistian natjons
arope were oppressed and discontented, and
agined the end ol the world was approaching,
and that the Savinur of mankind wonld soon ap.
pear to judge the earth,  {Tnder the influence of
terror and snperstition they weat in - great numbers
on pilgvimages to Jerusalem,  The ‘lurks hated
the Christians, and sometimes committed galling
cruelties on the defenceless jilarims. Those who
returned to Llurope complained fondfy of the bar.
barous Trurks, and aronscd the indignation of the
Catholic nations.

This indiguant freling was inflamed ta the highest
pitch by a monk, Peter the Hermit, who had wit.
nessed the crueltivs the Twks had inflicted on the
pilgrims, e is said to lave gone alout fiow city
to city, cartving a lywge crucifix aloft, bare headed,
with aahed legs and arms, calting on the people to
acnt themschves, and rescue the baly sepulelire of
Chuist from the Turkish jufidels. The masses of
maukind hai - been tiable in all agesto choish fits
of excitement.  They were thew <o fittle aequaint-
ed with the divine truth of the Neriptures, that they
believed themselves to be doing the will of CGou
when breaking the most obvivws connianducats,
The pope and the priesthond cucomaged the peos
ple u their ignorauce and superstition.

"T'wo great councils were held, one in France
and the other in Ttaly, in which the invasion of Pal-
estine was sanctioned by the princes, the bishops,
and multitwles of people.  Lighty thousand men
gathered 1ound the standard of Peter the Ilermit,
and were led by Lim and Welter the Denniless in
the first ciusades aganst the Twhs,  The hermit
knew very little of war, and made no alequate pro-
vision for the wants of his followers.  Sixty thou-
sand men pevished in reacling Constantinople.—
The Greek cinperor aided the remaining part to
cross the straits into Asia in 1096. "I'lie Turkish
sovereign, Solyman, utterly defeated themn on the
plains of Nicea.

Soon after the failure of Deter the Hermit, a
better disciplined army, commanded by Guodfrey
of Bouillon, Robert Duke of Nornandy, and other
warlike leaders, made their way into Lesser Asia.
They attacked and overcame the 'lurks, and Ni-
cea, their capital city. The erusaders marched
forward and took Antioch; atlength they invaded
Jerusalem, and, after six weeks’ siege conguered
the holy city, and murdered many thousands of the
people, soiling the streets with blood, in 1099, —
From slaughter they turned their thoughts to devo-
tion, and wept and sang anthems at the sepulchre
of Christ, in praise of the Bedeemer of the world,
"The apostles. had gone forth from Jerusalemn among
all nations, preaching peace by Jesus Christ 3 the
professed Clristian crusaders, after move than a
thousand years had passed away, carried into Pal-
estine the sword of vengeance. 1lad the mouvy
and the zeal wasted in the conquest of Judea, beea
employed in preaching peace and salvation, hke
the primitive Christians, to the ignorant tribes of
northern 1ourope, Asin, and Afvica, the nations of
the carth by this time might perhaps have turasd
their swords into ploughshares, and dcsired war no
more.

The crusaders were determined to erect a king-
dom in the oly Land, though its foundations were
laid in blood, and they chose Godfrey of Bouillon
the first Christian King of Jerusalem. The pope
shortly afterwards appointed another in his place.
The zeal of the Catholic nations broke out again
in the year 1147. Conrad, Emperor of Germany,
and the King of France, led two hundred thousand
French, Geiman, and Inglish warriors on a new
crusade.  This great army, after sulfering much
from famine, was destroyed by the Sultan of Ico-
ninm. The three most powerful sovereigns of
Lurope, the King of I'rance, the Imperor of Ger-
many, and Richard 1. King of Lngland, in 1190,
engaged in another crusade. The lion-hearted
Richard of England defeated the Turkish general
Saladin in seveval battles, and made his name the
terror of the East.  1fe concluded & treaty with
the Tucks, which secured to the Christians the pri-
vilege of visiting unmolested the sepulchre of Christ,
and returned to Europe, ¥rom the beginning of the
middle of the thirteenth century there were several
other crusades.  After all the treasure expended,
and hundreds of thousands of lives lost, the king-
dom of Jerusalem was overturned, and the Chris-
tians driven from all their conquests in the East,
in-the year 1291.

Iind not the overruling providence of God caused
happy eflects to follow the evil doings of men, the
world would have been thrown backward into pa-
gan darkness. At the commencement of the cru-
sades, a greal part of Iurope was governed by
barons, counts, and dukes, who oppressed the peo-
ple,and kept them in bondage. DMany of thes
petty sovercigns perished in Asia, and the peasan
try got together into boroughs, which at first we
unions of ten familics, and afterwards forme
towns, with some sort of enclosure around them
Any man subject to the barons, who took refu
in a borough, and resided there for a year and
day, became a freeman. The boroughs thus gra
dualiy obtained importance, and had charters o
freedom from different kiugs to-sccure their liber
ties.

In the dark ages true religious liberty and com
merce declined very much, but the erusades helpe
to revive the trade of Surope by bringing the n
tions of the east and west into direct: contact.
‘ancient times the mgrchants of L'yre and Alex

then very highly valued. So ignorant were the

dria exchanged the products of Arbia and Ind
withthe Greeks andﬁomads.—]uvenilc Tnstruct




