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* TRUTHE’S MUSINGS.

Word comes that tho groat appoal saso
to tho Privy Council of McLaron vs Cald-
woll, involving the Streams Bill question
has been finally sct at rest by a judgment
in favor of Caldwell. This looks as
though Mr. Mowat was right again and
Sir John wrong again in tiwir intorpre
tation of tho law. What a pow-wow
thero has been for years and years past
about that McLaren Caldwell caso! 1t
was not so much that many peoplo cared
about the interests of tho one pary or
the other, important as thoy may have
been—as becauso tho party leaders had
becomo implicated in the iesue and there-
fore everybody talked about it. The To-
rics made it as clear as noon-day that the
Mississippi river, at that particular point
at least, was not a floatable streamm at all
~that at times *a chip ” would hardly
float through it, and that to achnowledge
the legal nght for anyone to uzo the im-
provements on such a river, even by pay-
ing a reasonable toll for so duing, was an
ast of groasspoliation, and must never be
tolerated in a freo couutry. Tho Grits,
on the other hand, assurcd the public
that to acknowledge a man's sole right to
& stream ltko that would Le to rob the
Provinco of ncarly all tho valuo of its
great timber limits along over 240 streams
similarly situated.  Stump speeches were
full of legal wise saws and modern instan-
ces in regard to tho matter, for it was one
of the burning questions m ¢lections for
years past.

Then, the whole question of **Provincial
nights * got deeply 1nvolved n s ques-
tion—more so than 1 any other before
the country. Four times tho Ontano
Provincial Legislature passed an Act in-
tended to relicve Mr, Caldwelland oth-
crs similarly situated in such streams
dificulties, and three times have these
acts been disallowed by the Dominion
authonitics, as a Ingher pelitical power.
\WVhether tho last Act will now be disal-
lowed, under the circumstances, remauns
to be scen. It 1s now stated that the
Streams Bill will bo much more to the re-
lief of Mr. McLaien than of Mr. Cald-
well, asmnattersnow stand.  Surcly itis
high time that amportant issucs hke these
should be settled without a political pow.
wow over cach ease. It is lagh time, too,
that tho increasing conflict of authority
between tho Provinaal and the Dominion
governments should como to an end.
Theso conflicts invelvo tho tax payors of
the country in great and unncceswary
burdens of cxpenso, and dv much to dis
arrango many important business anter
csts.  The politicians and some favored
lawycrs may reap good liarvests out of
them, but no ono clso does.

And so tho **Conspimtors™ havo all
been commtted for tnal! Tho nows
camo like a thunderclap on somo of the
pactics intcrosted,iand xeports say that i

wastoomuchfor the nervesof atleast oncof
thopartiesinterusted, whohad tobo carried
out of the Polico Court after theannounce-
mont was mado. A prima fucie caso was
ovidontly made out, but wait till the other
gide is heard! There will bo some tall
swearing, somo big fees, somo legal sharp-
ness, and all that kind of thiug hefora the
misorablo easo comes to an ond:  Every
good citizen and overy honest man ought
to go for fairand oven justico being moted
out in this matter. It is a3 cloar as noon
day that there is a wicked black con-
spiracy on tho ono side or the other.
Either base men wero in conspiracy to
buy up members of tho Legislature and
by bribery and pollution turn ono party
out and put another party in, or elso men
still moro base and moro wicked were in
a conspiracy to cntrap innocent men and
stab their roputations aud their influence
for all time to come. Let us havo the
clearest and fullest posssble investigation,
Tho well-being of tho people of thus
Provinco is at stake and if ever ovon
justice ought to be administered without
fear, favor, or partiality, it is in connec-
tion with this particular case.

As an indication of the progress of
public sentiment in the Dominion in
favour of prohthitivn in connection with
tho drink traftic the following facts may
be made mention of, which are certainly
very significant :

in tho entire Province of Princo Ed-
ward Jsland thoe Scott Act has been adept-
cd by large majorties. Thero are three
counties and the aty of Charluttetown.
A retail Jiquor hicense has not been issued
i that province for years. As an ovi-
denco that the workings of the Act have
been such as to meet the reasvnable ap-
proval of tho peoply, it may bestated that
an attempt was mado to repeal the Act
in Prince County a fow mounths ago, and
1t was sustained by a larger majority than
at first. Therchavo been five votes taken
1 Princo Edward Island aud in every in-
stanco tho majunity in favor of lucal pro
Inlntion has been large.

In Nova Scotia theroaro esghteen conn-
tics and in twelvo of theso the Act has
already been adopted.  Tho majorities in
its favour waro larger than tho majoriticd
ugually aro at other popular clections in
tho Mayflowor Province. It looks ab
though the Act would eoon be adopted
iu tho entire Province. An amendment
has just been made to the Act by the Do
minion Parliament which will made it
moro officient in Nova Seatin and will also
hasten itsgeneral adoption.  Tho popular
fccling there now isovidently in favourof
its adoption and its therough cnforce-
ment.

In Now Brunswick thero are fourteen
counties and in nino of theso tho Act has
been adopted.  In most cazes tho voto in
its favour was two to one, and in somo

instances conaidorably more than that,

In no instance has thorn heen a majority
against its adoption. Thero are ulso in
the Province tho citics of St. John, and
Fredericton, the Provincmml capital. In
St. Jolin & vote was taken which resulted
in a tie, and the Act was not therofore
legally adopted.  Probably anothor vote
will bo taken thore as soon as the timo
comes round when it can bo agam legally
submitted, In Fredericton the first vote
on tho adoption of the Act in the Do-
minion was takon and it was carried. At
the expiration of three yoars an attompt
was mado by its opponents to havo it re-
peated and another vuto was takon, which
resulted in a verdict again in its favour.
Tho verdict of the people of Now Bruns-
wick m favour of the adoptiyn of the Act
18 of much sigmficauce in connection with
tho Prolbition question. They aro next
dvur noighbours to the peoplo of Maine,
whoro the prohibitory law has been in
forco fo~ moro than tharty years, 1f the
law had been a failure in Maino ‘as sume
persons aro anxtous for us to bolieve, vur
fellow «itizens iz Now Brunswick would
havo been well awaro of the fact, aud
surcly they would .ave avuded the
adoption of a sinular law, under the
circumstances. Tho facts, howover,
aro that all the counties i that
Provinco adjoimung Maine wero among
tho first to adopt the Act, and that,
too, by decisive majoritics.

In Ontario thero has been a good deal
moze hesitation about moving for tho
adoption of the Act, probably much in
consequence of tho failure of the Dunkin
Act, years ago. It is now becoming ovi-
dent, howover, that tho Scott Act is a
much mare cfticiont restrictive law, and
the movement is becoming general. The
Act has hoen in forco fura couple of years
in Halton County, and its eriginal pro-
moters declaro thomselves satisfied with
its working. It was carried a fow wecks
ago in Oxford County by a majority of
pcarly 800. In Welland County it was
defeated Ly a considerable majority and
a0 it was in tho city of Hamilton and in
tho County of Wentworth. In Lambton
County two votes have been taken, In
tho first instanco the majority was in its
favor, but tho voto was declared voud bo-
caure of a legal techumeality, In tho
sccond voto it was defeated, owing agood
dezl to tho fact that many becamo somo-
what discouraged in consequenco of tho
provious failuro.

In the Provinco of Manitoba vutesliavo
been taken in two Counties and majuntics
wero recorded i its favor.  Thero appear
to bo peculiar difficultica 1 tho way of
unmediato progresa there, and it is not
probable that fartlicr stepa will bo seon
taken in regard to the measure.

In the great North West Torritery pro-
hibition provails. ThoAct of tho Romin.
ion Parliament giving a constitution to
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that Territory provided for prohibition
aud it has been fully as well enfurved as
any other lnw in the Territory.  Therors
tho teatimony of its advantagens fromsuch
oyo witneases a3 Lord Lorne, De Grant
of Queen's University, and other emient
men, whe are not themselves prohibi-
tionista. Surdly greadsuceess has attend-
ed the efforts of the prolubitionists during
tho past fow years,

It isnow rumoured that the English
and tho American Governmonts are to
umto in common  causo and concertod
activn agatnst Jdy namito ennspiracic. and
assassns,  Thisas as it should by Gov
vrnments  should over freoly unite in
stamping out any movement tonding to
unnecessary  disturbance of peaco anid
safety and maliaous destruction of lifo
audproperty. Ithasbeenyory disereditable
to the Amonican authorities that for years
and yeors a class of baso and brutal szon
have been alfowed to goon with imbunity
i their upun buast of organizations e
prossly designed to destrvy the guldie
property and endanger the lives of the
peuple uf a friondly country, as well as to
cullect large sums of nney for that ex
press purpose  In few other fnendly
countries would anything 8o daugerous
and so disgraceful havo been so long per
mitted.

Every ycar more aud moro youug
womeon from intgligent and refined circles
mmust cara their vwn Jiving  That 1s the
conditiunt of tho tie, which «an nt be
gunsad,  Pwo concessions on thar part
are equally necessuy to thur naterial
success and peacs of mind.  One 18 that
thoy shall bo willing tu stcp wutside the
overcrowdued mnths of teadhrs, of what-
ever sort, of rncampetent aathors and
decorativoaruste, of cepyists, saleswamen,
o: clerks, amd courageously accept sumo
vocation where there s stt] rown, or tind
anow place fur thomselves.  The other 1s
that they shall aiandon the foulish notivn
that they can boe happy only 1 one way or
undor vnto set of cenditicns, when thers
aro fifty other waysin which they may bo
happy, or at least steadfast and cheerful,

Thoe question of wages mahes no appeal
to sentuiment. It isstmply ono of demand
and supply. Tho slup shup worker gets
twenty -fivo cents a day, because theusamds
of women can do her v ok as well assho.
The accomplished nevdle- woman, gomg
out by tho day to fit and sow, pets threo
dollars and her ueals, becauso the dewmand
for her kind of work as greater thau the
amount obtarmable.  Intelligont house-
hold service 1s even ranct, and caumands
proportionately better wagus.  Nusther
tears not thetonc nor pangs of auffening
can chango this state of thaigs.  Only tho
resolvo of women to do the work that
pays best, huwever hard and hateful, and
to do 1t as men d» thers, without com-
plant and withuut condescension, will
avaul.
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