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BRITISH ÂIND FOREIGN.
.Archibisbop Cro'ke, is spoken of as the probable succe:isor ta

the Archiepiseopal s9e of Dublin vacated by the death of Cardinal
MeCabe.

Earl Derby, Colonial Socretary, bas received official advices
from New Zealand coxîfirmi ng the report tlîat Germany had annexed
the Island of Samoa despite the protests of the Englishi andi Amer-
iean Consuls.

The Russian troops are making advances on lecrat, ini Afghan-
istan, and a seizure of that towvn is reported ta be immîinent.

King Milan, of Servia, is reported ta bo anxious ta procure a
divorce front his Qucen, in order ta espouse one af the Austrian
princesses.

Fieshi shocks of earthquake have aeibeen felt at Granada,
Vc]ez, and Motril. No datnage was donc.

A-boiler on the sugar estate of Santa OCara, Liavana, exploded
rccently, killing twve1ve and wounding twventy. The building and
niachinery were demolishied.

Admirai Cout bet, on Saturday morning last, opensed fire on
three (;hînese men-of-war, whiehi tuok refuge ini the Ningpu river.
The further resuit of the attack is unknuwn, as n dense fug pre-
vailed.

An. officiai deýspateli states that the .Frenchi loss at the taking of
Langson was 30> killed anid 222 wounIded.

The news ai an Arnb revoit in Yemen lias just reachcd Lon-
don. The Aiabs niassacred the Turkish outpost garrizons. Tho
Governor af Sana lias massed, the remaining 2,500 Turks, and lias
appealed, tu the Forte for 4,000 reinforcements.

At WVolseley's request, Hassan Bey, brother af the Khedive,
bas assumned commîand oi the Egyptian troops ini the Soudan, wvith
the titie ai Governor-Generel. he plan is expected ta liave a good
cffect upan the Soudanese, showing that England-dous not desire a
conquest of isgypt,

The Goverriment intends to hasten the construction ai a rail-
va.y front Suakitu, and the line will probably bc mnade permanent.

j CoL Bruckenbury, who succeeds Gen. Earie, bas been made a
brigadier-gcnerai. Gen. St.ewlsrte, condition is grawing ~oa rr
the effect-, uf bis wvaund. lt is believed bwlie nafot reover.

(ion. Gordon's trusted messenger George lias arrived at Abu
Rien lie says almost ail the native accounts 1gr1 that General
Gardon on ±inding himself bctraycd made a rus,, for the 211ga7inle
near the C.atholic nmission building. Findiiig the rebels aiready in

posesion le returned to tbe governme4t, bouse, and wvas killed
whue tyirg ta re-enter it. The rebeis were adnîitted, to Khartoum

at 1.0 a*cluc1k on the niglit, of the 26thi ai January. Another accounit
says Gen Gardon ruslivd moward the miagazine intendiîîg to explude
it and prevent the aulmunition falling iinte the baunds of tie enemy.
The Arabis rcalized his intention and shot hM dead.

THE SCRýIPTURAL. ARGUMENT FOR PROHIBITION.

& pAPER READ) DEFORE THE TORONTO «MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION ON
XIONDAY 22ND DECENIIER, IS84.

BY REV. R. WALAE.

During more than forty ycars il has been the earnest and anxious study
of the writur of -this paper tu ascertain thc mind of God on tbe use of in-
toxicating liquors, being deply impressecd vvith the many andi greai evils re.
suhting (rom this cause. I bclieve that il ive only fully examine the subjcc,,
wc shall corne ta the conclusion tbat the Scrij>îurcs give no courâtenance to
the modern drinking usages, and that the fundamieatal principles a! the New
Testament rcquire Christians ta deny themselvcs that whicli has become a
snarc Io the buman family. Reason bas been glvca ta guide mankind in
the path of duty and safeîy. Mear.. of information have bte put within
Our reach, and as a pas t af ibis, the expericce of others is oftcn a gruaî
bclp in sceking ta arrve ai right conclusions. A lcsson thus 1eaintd is
that many ihings are practised by mcn which arc muinous tai thambelves and
others. 1hc source of ibis is sct forth ia the iaaspiscdl word: *« God madle
mian upright, but thcy have sought oui rnany inveniiuns." One of thiese
was the art o! distillation by which alcohol was cxtracted from fermcntcd
grain by the Arabian alcheraists. It was fL-sî recommcndcd as a medicir.e

by Arnoldîts de Villa, a physacian of ste Souti of Europe, ini the l31 cen-
tury. Distillation may have been lin the .East long before îlir. tinte, but it
was. only since then that il autained anydliiag lake ils lirebcnî dangerous po
sition. T..us the gooJ creatures of God are changeci by fermentation be-
fore we gel alcoliol. Itis nul the custuin u! the Bible to speak of an oh-
jeut befure it exists, and itie nubt c.uiiîiiuin way -if ubtaiaîing a1tohlol as by
di!stillations, or bwra-iig-moidcrn irivenmori. 1 du nl bay tha drunkcrdecss
began withl distillation, yet it lias îlîus been greaîly increaseci and aggra-
vateci, by rendering muore accesbabie ilie .icanb ut prtudu..ang this greal cvil,
and augmenting thie injurtous effect whicli the exresive use of liquor en-
tails on society iii niodern limes.

W'e admit thai inîoxîcating wines wcre in use froin the earlicsî limes;
but the question that imperaîively deniands an aîiswer is lais : 1' DoEs TitE
WORD 0F CoD nV MoivYA ENCOURAGEMENT 1TO TIIE USE OF 1Z-TOXICANTS?"

Now ive must take into accounit te circuuîîstances in wlhich each portion of
Scripture îvas written. Thus, for instance, ive find more frequent reference
t0 tie use of wine and stronger prohiibitions, or warnings againsi it, ia somte
portions of Scrîpture than in oiiert. The reason of this is t0 be found ia
îhe fauL %Yhich --untcitiporary iistur) curruburatesi, that the tcndency uf in-
tuxic.atiun ib greater ai, àuiic pi.îaud, Lliîdfl 1'c.l.Tius, there ib littîk refer
ence ta tbis evil in the carly pages of juwibhli istory, because, like niost
Nomad EBastera tribes the Hebrews were a teniperate peuple. As uvealth,
and Iuxury increased during the days of Solomton and atterwards, inteni-
perance-through the use uf fermentcd or drugged ivnes-became more
prevalent, heace wc have tmure frequent aanl sevure prohab wons of the use cf
intoxicants in the Proverbs of Solumon and in the wuaîings of the prophets.
It was as the resuit of similar luxury and corruption îlîat cases os it arc re-
corded in the carly ages of human hbtury. Evidenîly front the prevalence
o! intoxacating drink belote the flooci spraîig tic drunkennetss of Noah on
one occasion. The linnan family were :orrupted by improper eating and
drinkin!!, and die revclry and violence which procceci frara ibis, until the
judgment cf heavea caie upon them and de3l.oyed them. The daughters
o! Lot wvere tuîslcd by wîlnessing sinailar luxury andi sinlul indulgences la
Soddm. The lapses of the pcupile uf Israel it idulatry were also accom-
panied by an inurcase o! àitlcaipcianr-c and kindrt.d evils aauong theni.
lecathen idolaters wcre mucli add't-ed tu iixîuxication and reveîry, ia con-

nection with their religtous cerernonies. Hierce the freqitent refercncc ia
the prophels îo the association of drunkenaess with music, dancing, and
inîpurity. Thus in lsaiah, Sth chapter, wc arc îold that the ungodîy Jcws
dclightcd la scenes cf camil excileiiient, but (argot God their 3,1ker,
Benefactor, and Reçdeenmcr, andi the great end for wliîch thcy were crcatcd,
ta serve, bionor, and obey (.od. Ily tbeir long andi sevcre captivily the
J cws ivere curedci ol dulatry, and tu a great uxtent ut intcîîîperaîice. Sa
ibat whens our Lo)rd was on earîh il 'vas nut a national vice or ptcvalent
evil--hence thec kw râcreaces t0 it la the Gospels. But alter many con-
verts liad beezi gailîered in froin ainong tIheliten %wbo lîad been pire-
viously addicted to ibis vice, it is nul to bcecxpcctted that the iendcncy
îvould aIl at once disappcar. la thc case o! soine cf tie heathea converis
dmunkeancss was their casdly bestiu:n,, sin, by which they brought suffering
and sorrow upori theuîiscive;s and the Church of Chriàt. Hience the aposiles
in their Icîters te the-se couaverts ube frcqueni warnings againsi this special
source cf danger. -rlies P'aul says, Many %walk of wlia 1 have tolci you
ofien and now self you evea ivccpîitsg iliat they arc the ueniesï of thîe C.ap
cf Christ WHOSE END 15 DESTRUCITION, IVIIOSE GOD> S TIEIR DJELLY, anci
who glory tin teir bhaiiie2» Jude cills sncb puisons, " Spots in yuur failli cf
chariîy.' Andi believers arc warnud to separatc frum îhcîî and tu ablioir
their pmactices as cruciying thec Luid aireh.-Ruaii. 13, 12-13 ; Eph. 5,

13 Cor. 6, 9-10- i9-z0; Gal. 5,z i lPet. 4, 3-4; m lect. z, z
2l«Jhess 3, 6-4-5 But iioes flot Gud allow and approve of the use o!
%vines tla' were itoxicatisig? Wu holci that, the use os intuxii.ating lvine
is neyer spoken of witli approval ta the Word o: Ced. Ged miay bave
tolcra,,ed ste u.se et sucli amon.- lits peuple for a tirnc, just as liek tlcraîcd
pulygamy, divoice andi slavcry but Hc neyetr apliroveu osilj. On tlic con.
trary Hc held sortit examles If %%.Irn4ng .igatiisi St, as la t hc t.asc ot the fall
ol iNuati ilirough il, lie uivimic juigmiieceit un th- sonis os Aaron bzc.uîe of
il, and the soacauri prohibition ut site praesthood 10 toneli wiuc whca cni-
gaged la sacrcd duties, and aIse by îîutting spectal honor upon the Nazanies,


