f

Novemerer 17, 1876,

Beitish Jmerican Lreshyterian,
02 BAY SIEEE, TORONTO.

ToRrDr Ry, £ 0C 1R BT PAGK,
€ BIACKETT ROBINNON
Frdor wd Lroprislor

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Lattors and sy licdes e ded for the pextlony
ahoull be w fhe butdy of the Sdior et lster
$lian ‘Cacsdny roruan,.

Allcomnrauteutions munt o s companind Ly thia
Writora nntiie, otho wise they will potba 1Rk od

Axticles Lot w e pted wilt ve zoturned, it ut tha
Yo they e sont waegue § i aade to taat elless,
w0 sutlicleut POsTuge ot F P DA g ayciosed. Man-
UsOT Pt put <0 ¢ ciup wasd witt avg L presesed
and sub cgquent acgassts Ior thae rafQrn Cabuot
by compHod nith

—_——

OUR GENERAL AGENT.

A Craneew NIcoL Goueral Adem for the
PRLGAY ] BIAN, 4 Dow in Westara Ontaio pu Ring
the 1nterests 01 this juurnsl Wo commesnd i
t0 the bust otiees of svistors aud poople Any
gust-tonce > cdmed b an bils work will bo takon
by 0 uno porsunal kiudooss.

Rritish Amevican Breshyterisu,
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1876.

[

Tar. Centennizl Exluintion at Phila.
delphia was duly oloscd with beoowing
coremonies on Friday, the 10th instant.
President Grant was prosent and took an
solive part in theso olosing servicon.
When we consiuder the superhuman exor-
tions which lad to the successful comple-
tion of the exhibition, and the rioh and
varied treasures which have been brought
fogethor from all the ends of the earth,
there was an element ol sadness mingling
with those coremonies. On the other
hand, what cause for thankegiving that an
undertaking so vast and wmagnificent had
boen brought to s happy termination!
Tho great Repuklic is to be oongratulated
upon this exhibition. From the beginning
it bas been under good management. It
was mada too national to allow politicians
to take a hold of it and run it. It hasbeen
conducted admirably throughont. Tt also
presents a noble example for nutions not
to celebrato groat national events by ex-
plosive dcmonstrations, but by worthy
competitions in the orts and sciences, and
in ail that contributes to Christian cwiliz-
ation. The position whioh Osanada has
occupied at tiis exhibition ; the evidenco
she has furnished of propgress in eduoation,
in agrionlture, in manufactures, in the
ugeful arts and fiao arts, in discovery and
invention, in commerce and roligion ; the
prizes which have fallen to her ghare, and
been such a substantial recozuitton of her
merits; all this furnishes matter to be
proud of. But the best fruits of the exhi-
bition have yet to appear. Wo are donbt-
less on the threshold of another longthened
period of commmercial activity and pros-
perity. The Dominton of Canada and the
United States understand and appreciate
one another better to-day than they ever
did before. Thore wili be competitions
between them, but these will subserve the
highest good ot both countries. They will
not’ only live in peace, but exhibnt that
mutual regard and confidence which is the
trne basis of commercial competition and
intercourse.

Tar Rev. Doctors Reid and Topp, at last
meeting of Toronto Presbytery, honoured
themselves by seeking to do honor to their
esteemed brother, the Rev. James Mitohell,
late minister at Esquesing and Milton.
The rev. gontleman through ill-health was
gometime since compolled to retire from
{he active duties of the ministry. His peo-
ple would bave done anything to retain
MMr. Mitehell's sorvices. They were ready
to grant him a lang respite from labour,
and to pay the expenses of a trip to the
old country in hopes of his recuperation.
But thoy could not shake the conviction
of Mr. Mitchell that it was his daty to re-
sign and allow his people io have the bane
fit of & regular pastor. Mr. Mitchell ac.
cordingly did resign, thus severing the tie
which held him to an attached people, in
order that he might not prove in any sense
a burden or a hindrance to the caunse. The
rev. gentleman returned to the old conntry
and remained seme time. Buthe fiag come
back to the land ofhis adoption ccmpara-
tively in good health and ready to do any-
thing within his power for the ehtirch and
canse he has 8o much at heart. The pur-
port of the motion made by Dr. Reid, and
ably seconded by Ir. Topp, and carried
unanimously in the FPresbylery, was to
place Mr. Mitchell's name on the hononred
list of retired ministers, end thus sooure
for him tho pension whioh he so well de-
gerves. 1t is pleasant to have to record
guob acts of h.nlly recugnition of faithfal
and valuable zervice. They show that
whils & minister of religion is removed
from the category of money-making men,
he will ever be honoured for his
fidelity and zeal. Ip our view, this is the
greatest honouc which can he conferred
upon a minister, to be thus oared for by
his chureh. Thie is true riches, and itis
at the same {ime_an incentiva for all min.
isters to be faithful in the dischargo of
their daties, fearing nothing for tho future,
and trusting =il to the kind providence
which makos our infrmities and sicknesses
and misloriunes work together for good.

BRITISHI AMERICAN PRESBY'[ERIAN

OUL MIBBIONARY SOHEMES.

Apart from onr Theologionl Inati-utivus
thero nre thyas great missiobury schevaes
sonyeoted with one chureb—ths  H me,
the o, &nd the Fronel-—ereh degocy=
ing the warwest sympathy snd the large-
henrted Hberality of our people.

Opinicns vary &s fo the relative fwport-
Ao of thezo, rome regaxding the Bome
Missions as of priunry fmportance in the
present eironmstances of the chareh ia this
country 3 others looking upen Foreign Mis
sinny as not cesondary to any, while vory
mary beltove Fronch Evangelization to be
the great work of the age, sofar sstho Pres.
bytertan Churoh in Canada 18 ooncerned.
Without dicenssing hore tho relative posi-
tion of thezs sohemos, all wiil agreo with
un ju regneding each of them ge of very
groat importuneo.

‘The extension of the Church and of the
prineiplor of Presbyterianism among the
Erglish spenking poople mn the deatitate
and more recently eettled distriots of our
sountry, depends largely, under God, on
the vigonr with whioh our Home Miesion
operations are prosecuted. Tho proolama.
tion of the Goapel of meroy among tho
barbayous and semi-barbarous tribes of the
oarth—tho work entrusted to our Foreign
Mission Committee—is a duty which no
ohurch loyal to its King and Hesd can af-
ford to mnogleot; while with tho pros-
porxity and succoss of our Fronoh Evangol.
ization sohome are olosely linked, not oniy
tho highest interests of upwards of a mil-
lion of our Frenck Oanadian fellow-subjects,
but algo the oivil and religious liberty of
the inhabitants of the Provinco of Quebeo,
and even of the whole Dominion,

Wo rogzard every one of the three
scheme., then, of very great importance,
and we have no sympathy whatever with
those who would seck to belittle any of
tbom. Instoad of being sntagonistio, the
success of one is bound up with the pros-
perity of them all. To our mind there is
nothing Christ-like in the foeling of euvy
or jealousy to which expression is some-
times given when one of these departments
of the church’s work sesms to conire
around it greator interest, or to draw omt
groater liberality, beonuse of marked
8UCCSH.

Every member of our chureh should re-
joico in the prosperity of the Lord’s work
in connection with any of onr missionary
operations, The growth cf our Home
Missions duriug tho past ten years has
been very marked. ‘The increase in our staff
of Foreign Missionarios is a subject of
devout gratitude to God, whilo the rapid
expausion of our Frenoh Evangelization
gchemeo isa mattor of joy and thankful-
ness to all our people who traly love tho
Saviour.

In looking back upon the way God has
led us in the past, thero is reason indeed
for gratitude on tho part of the Church,
but there is no room for Ephraim envying
Judab, or Judah vexing Ephraim. TLet
the tuccess vouchsafed in the past encour-
ago us to go hopefully forward, and in-
spire us with renewed determination to
laLonr more earnestly, {o pray more fer-
vently, and to contribute more liberally in
the future for the advancoment of the
cause of the Redeemer in each of the
several departments of the Churcl’s work.
It is troe that the expansion of the work
necessitates inereased contributions, but
there is wealth enough in our church, ten-
fold over, to fill tho treasuries of our vari-
ous schemes. Tho estimated income re-
quired for missionary operations (in the
western section of tho church) during the
current year is as follows :—

Home Missions (not including

QOBEIL) vvversercrencinine cnseenes 33,500
Foreign Missions (proportion of
Western Section)....... ceesenenn 23,500
French Lvangslization gncluding
building ot new churchos;.._... 32,000
Total...ccerssnr rasaenssrarairnnnaen £89,000

In this estimate we have not included
the debt of the Ilome Mission Fund in
June last, beoause this amount has been
allocated by order of the Assembly among
the varions Presbyteries, and we irust is
already all forthcoming. Nor have we in-
cluded under French Evangelization the
debt of 820,000 on Russell Hell, 10,000 of
which we obsorve has been paid from the
Hall bequest. We have given simply the
estimated oxponditure of each echeme for
work, oto., during the current year. This
total of $89,000 divided among the 65,000
communicants in the Western Section of
the obmreh, represents an avarage contribu.
tion of only $1.37 per membar for thes<e three
great schemes combined ; or an average of
614 cents por momber for Ilome Missions ,
36 cents por member for Foreign Misaions,
and 50 conts per momber for Fronch Evan-
golization.

e would pariionlarly direot attention
$o the fact that this amount is consider-
ably in excess of the expenditure of last
year, (about thirty per cent.), and will re-
quire correspondingly inoreased oontri
butions from our congrogations during the
eurrent one. Howsver desirchble it msy
be that our wealthy men should contribute
large sums, it must be borne in mind that
pmt exporicnce does not warrant the

Chaureh in aeckouiug much va this, and for
the inoressdd smocant required this yess,
dependence youst mainly be plased ou in-
oransed  eonteitutions from ocue puople
gonerally.

We enrnestly toust that thess will bo
fortheoming, so that when the Assembly
maests avst Joue in Hulifax, our respeativg
Misstont Coxmitts va will ko able to yeport,
not only that all wiestorarvies have been
prad in full, but that thers is a falr bulanee
on hand to begn the work of the follow.
ing year. If every nuvister of the Church
will but falthfully brioy the elulins of these
sobewmes befora hia peoplo, we have no
foara coveerning the resnlt,

COLLEGE REVENUES.

At the last meeling of the Presbytery of
Toroute, tha Rov. Alex. Topp, D.D., on
bohalf of the Qollege Board, stated that
Knox OCollege roquires an annual rovenne
of $11,900, and Queon’s College, Kingaton,
the eum of 82,400. These amounts have
to be made up by the congregations in the
Western Seetion of the country, Dr. Topp
romarkod that to moet this indebtedness,
overy congrogation would require to give—
to give largely and liberally ; and toseonro
this desirable result, ths matter would be
brought before the Presbyteries whioh are
immeodiately interested in these colleges.
It is to be hoped that this ocanvass will be
suocessful to the extent indioated, and
thugs relieve those institutions of the
inoubus that will othurwise rest upon
them.

We trust we aro not going too far in pre-

dicting that this call will meet with a

hearty response. Tae Presbyterian com-

munity of this conntry are too justly proud

of their theological halls $o allow these to

suffor from (oo siraightenod revenues.

Knox College takes foremost rank armong

the many institutions of learning in this

oity. The building is a noble one, in every

respect worthy of Toronto, in which there

aro so many splondid struotures devoted to

eduosation and religion, and also worthy of

the purpose for which it was erected, That

purposo is to give & suitablo preparation to

candidates for tho ministry. In this view

Kuox College is to be mnoch appreciated

because of her exoollent staff of professora,

who are scholars and apt to teach, and

warmly attached sons of the church which

they nro privileged to serve. The large

number of able and earnest ministers,

now doing vatuable service in our churches

and on the Home and Foreign Mission

fields, who wore educated at Kunox College,

is o sufficiont testimony to the excellence

of that institaiion. On tho other hand,

Quneon’s College is to be held in the highest

esteem for the work of training she has

accomplished in the past, and for the many

and speoial advaniages she presents to

youngmsa seoking entrance into the Gospel

ministry, and for the admirable staff of

professors under whose teaching the work

of training goeson. To both these oolleges

the Presbyterian Churoh, to a large extent,

looks tor her supply of ministers, and as

they have in $his respect done valuable

gervice in the past, they may ressonably

bo expected to accomplish much more in the

fature. The Presbyterian community ap-

preciate an educated ministry too highly

to allow either of their collegas to saffer

for want of funds.

It would be well for the church at the

earliest moment to take necessary steps to

gecuro a fall and adequate endowment for

her colleges. This is quite within reach, if
the peaple were once roused to an active

interest in the cause, and if the Presbyteries

would enter upon the work with earnest

enthusiasm. If a suffisient endowment
wore once raised, it would greatly relieve
our congregations, and tend to sat them
{ree to contribnte as largely as pessible to
the various schemes of the chnrch. While
it was woll said in the Presbytery by Dr.
Reid, that the colleges were cntitled to the
most liberal support, as furnishing the men
whom the Home and Foreign Missions wish
10 employ, and that the duty of contributing
fo thess colleges should rank alongside that
of giving to the Home or Foreign Missions;
yet, inasmuch as the amount required for
the oolleges ia & well-known and defined
sum, and as the mission work is ever
making groater demands upon the bene.
volence of tho chureh, it wounld be better
to make permanent provision for the col-
leges by endowmsent. When we consider
tie immonee sums which, woe may aay, of
fhoir own accord flow annually iato the
treasury of Princeton, when wo think of
tho special chairs which have recontly been
created in the Scottish Univeraities by pri

vate benevolence, we do not asee why our
wealthy merchauts, or why our well to-do
congregations, should not ai onco raise
sioh s sum as would amply meel the
wants of our Theologloal Colloges. And
ss & great deal has been done in the
Mother Country for the Universities by
legaoies, might we not ressonably expeot
that wealthy members when forscasting in
their minds the disposal they are fo
make of their money, might devole a
eornor of their will to the Culleges of th-
Presbytorian Church in Oanads.

YOUNG MENS SABBATH

Lasi Subbatls was obaweved throoghout

the world s a duy of sprolal roliglony ».-
epolses in cunmection with Young Meoa’
Chvistian Assooistions, Ifis interesting to
think of the mind of Kvangelien]l Christen-
dor being tarned to this important theme
at almost voe ard the surae mowent, Thls
is ovidently the ordor of things we have to
look for now-s-days. Tn Engluud a Sabbath
18 wot apart for the Borpital collootion. In
the Crpated States thero Ia a day for prayer
for  schools aad  colloges. MNow
we have the Yoong Mens' Sab-
bath, briuging with it rare opportuni-
tiva for premchers to urge the leesons
of the hovr and of Seriptare apon those
whom it is dosirablo to reach and influence.
There i3 a reason to boliove that servicos
approprinte to the dny were held in & large
wajonty of the ohurohes, It is diffionlt to
conaeivo of the direct etfect of last Babbath.
How many hoarts it mny have touched,
how many wavering minds have been
oonfirmed,how many have been tnrned from
the servico of Satan to the sorvice of God, it
is impossible to say. That valuablo results
whioh have sprang from the observance of
the day oanuot for a moment be
over-estimated.  Young men  have
reason to feel that they avo nol over-
looked by the churches. They see that
ministers of religion are their warm-
est friends. They learn that as the Gospel
tells us “Josus beholding n certain young
man, loved him,” so the Saviour loves all
young men, and is deeply interested in
thoir welfaro. How touohing the thought
that Jesus Christ was himeelf n young
man, that at tho early age of a little over
thirty ho finished that work which is in
our midst as good }eaven, and that during
his ministry he surrounded himself with
young men as his diseiples and apostles.
Was not Saul but a young man, when as
yot be was breathing out threatenings
and slaugbier against the Christiang, and
when the heavenly light struck him to the
ground, and the voico from the oloud was
hoard saying, “Saul, Saul, why perseontest
thoume 2" The call of 50 many young men
during the ministry of Josus Christ shows
that these are very preoious in the oyes of
the Redeemer. Ho oame to save them. Ha
would have them work in his vinoyard. He
loves to ges them fighting the good fight of
faith.
Liast Sabbath appesls to young men. It
tolls thern of tho blessedness of a religious
life. It showahow much belter it is for
thomselves to be Christians than to be pro-
digals and seekors of wealth,or like the young
man in the Gospel departing sorro xfully
from tho prosenco of the Master because
ofhis great poesessions. Young men will
find that there is no manlizess away from
the servico of Jesus Ohrist, that there is no
honor away from religion, that thers is no
satisfaclion without living upon the Bread
of Life. Aund wha! an influcace young
mon may besome in advanoing the canse of
Ohristianily. Like Andrew they 1asy go
and toll a brother of Jesns. They may teach
in the Sabbath school. They may warn &
companion sgainst the intoxicatirg cup,
against sinful pleasares, or being carried
away by the allurements of the world. Are
not young men the stability of our homes 2
Ave thoy not the ornaments of sooiety?
They are necessary to the Church.

The fidelity of the pulpit is to be com-
monded for presenting before young men
the torriblo consequences of sinful indul
gonce. What a number who are the pre-
matare ocoupants of the tomb because of
vice aud orime ! et our young men think
on the nobility of the servico of Ohrist?
By becoming His gratefal followers novw,
they are preparing for a giovious eternity,
should they in youth be callod away henoe.
But shonld they be spared {o old age, what
a beautifal speotacle will they present,
with the hoavenly light in the eye and =&
holy oalm resting upon thier conutenances,
wailiog for the time whea they will be
cailed up higher, and to renew their youth
like the eagles!

S er—

Tur United Presbyterian Church of
Sootland devotes about one-tenth of its
1otal yoarly contributions to the oause of
foreign missions. The amount set apart
for this purpose has been increased from
870,000 in 1856 to §205,000 in 1876, The
Freo Church of Seitland raises yearly
nearly $300,000 for foreign “missions, with
which it austains twenty-eight ordained
European missionarios, and a total Chrle-
tian agoney of 278, In the native chuzches
connosted with its mission there ave 2,887
communicants. Thero are 160 institutions
and schools, and 6,u56 male and 1,300
fomele scholars, recawving instruelion in
English and in their native tongnes; 1,950
male and 1,084 female scholars receiving
fnetruction 1n their native tongues alone;
making a total of 11,306 under Christian
{nstrnotion. The Churek: of Scotland and
sother Prosbyterian bodios will probably in-
sresse Scotland's annusl contributions for
foreign missions to seven or eight hundred
thaasand dollars.

Pt e

We would invite the attention of our
readsra to the advertisemoni in another
cclomu of the Dominion Organ Company,
a young branch of our manufactoring in-
dustries, and deserving of u share of snp-

port.

THE EARLY CLOSING MOVEMENT,

Daring the Internationsl Convention f
Yonog Mew's Christinn Assovirtions, whiok
hononr ed onyx oity In July Iusi with their
presence, there wag a conferencs held in
the intcrests of .he Eariy Closing Move.
ment whioh promised at the tie toba
fruitiul of valuable xesulis.  This was at-
tonded by a large number of onr leading
meorshants, and by inflasntial umbors of
the conventlon, DMr. Williaras, of Londug,
the founder of Y, M. 0. Aseociations, and
a promingnt lender of the Barly Mosiug
Movement in Enygland, addressed the con-
forence in telling and congratulstory wordy
on the prospeot of shortor howa for bugt.
ness in Torouto. Jle narrated the diflenl.
tios which had to bo et before the Early
Olosting Movement took a deep hold upon
the English people. Theso ho stated hiad
been entirely over-come. Tho movement
was popular now. Asga mattor of practi.
eal intervst neither master nor servant
wished to go baok to the old state of things.
This gentleman earnestly oommended the
movement, aud spoks hopefally of Canada
moro than out-doing the Old Country in
the matter of Early Glosing, These words
wore warmly taken up by tho mosting, A,
voto ot thanks was passed to the speakor,
It was regolved on the part of the dry-
goods ratail morchants that they should
henoefortly close at seven o'olook every
evening, except Saturday, and on thst
night at ten o’olook. Everything promised
woll for the tuture, and for some months
the covenant, was obgorved by all pariies,
both in its spirit and ite lotter.

But no sconer had wo bogun to congratu-
1afe tho Dry Goods' trade on the easy vie.
tory gained, than runmors wero published of
soveral prominont partios breaking through
their engagoments. These wo are sorry fo
learn are f00 well tounded, Several genile-
men who wore at first vory forward 1n the
movemont sre now deliberately keeping
open bayond the {ime spooified, and unless
some new turn in affairs takes place, Early
Closing will bave collapsed, leaving ouly a
fow miserable recolleotions of il shorg
lived prosperity. Nor ean we leave the
matier here, It should be olearly made
known what the roason is for so suddenly
violating n solemn bend.  To bo sure it is
statod in a loose and general way that those
who have held out till now have susiained
gerious lcas in consequenoce, that the small-
or shop-keepors, who wo presume never
really intonded to keep to the early hours,
are ruonning away with the custom, and
that it is not for the convenience of {hs
public generally that stores should be closed
earlier than formerly. Xven if a oase on
thesa premises conld be mado out snccess-
fally, we question whether merchanis are
not paying dear for keeping open. Then,
is it becoming in them to play false to their
obligation, on any such gronnds asthese!
They must have expeoted beforshand to
suffer, it might be a little, in the interests
of a noble cause. And thon they might
have relied on.tho growth of public opinion
in their favor, and on the formation of new
habits on the part of customers. A large
poriion of the communily are deeply in-
terested in the movement.  Influentisl
ladies are everywhere identifying them-
eelyes withit, A sentimentwouldsoon have
grown up amonget the working elasses in
its favor, beoauce while they may be slow |
to fall in with new ideas, they are ever
ready to follow the example of those who
are socially above them. Indeed, we hope
to see the day when ladies will make it&
matter of conscience to dealn stores whers |
early olosing is faithfully oarried “out.
Already, along with many others, we make
it a point in onr purchasing not to counten-
ance those who are faithless to the move-
ment; sand it may be that merchants will
yot have reason to regret the backward stop
towards later hours, which they kave taken
so rashly and with such little conscience.
Again, as to loss in business throngh clos
ing early, We do not believe It is appreciable
to any oxtent. No one has farnished &
satisfactory statement on this point. The
thing is aeserted, but that will not satisfy
any intelligent porson. Lioss through early |
closing must be proved, and proved in
guch a way as to convince us that we are §
not yet ripo for the movement. Itis rather
our opinion that merchante have gained by
the earlier hours during & period so pro-
videntially dull. 3
But the gain lies in other direstions than
that of making money. In our view, if
necessity it be, it is a deplorable necossity
that compels merchants to leave their
{amalies bofore rising timo, to atiend close
ly upon business all day, and to negloct
their meals and their health, and to retars J
homo merely for a fow hours sleep, Theré ¥
is no life in that, aud what a contrast be-
twoen such a barbarous condition of thingé
and tho puro enjoyments whioh are experi-
enced by those who aro the masters of ]
their business, and will not have their ¥
business to mot as a despot towards them,
To get home at timely hours, and after the B
onres of ths 2y, enjoy the cheerful suppst 8
with all the honsshold, to spend an howt
with some delightfal book, to have a wel*
come seat at the firoside for & valaed
friend, to be able to attend the chared




