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~™'T0 GOME AFTER GLADSTONE.

Men Onee Possible 1tut Now Mo Longer Ko.
Every g.acration in turn, seeing its great
leaders deaw toward the grove, hasa melan
choly mterest m speculating upon the choice
of their successors, No doubt the discnssion
of these things coties far more  cusily in
England  than it does m Canada and  the
Umted States. The pohitical and socinl ar-
rungements at home do not thrust death for
ward always as a topic for thougl:t and talk,
and your natural wstinets prompt men to
keep 1t w the background of thesr munds.

In England the precise converseas true.
From tho occupant of the throne dewn to
the latest haronet, severnal thousands of the
most promient perscnages walh through
tins vale of tears with appointed hers tread-
ing apun their heels, consctous that every
body, icluding the hews, are weighng the
chunces of their living the yesr out.

It i3 the obvious result ot a whole social
finaucial, and political system based on the
pninct <o of heredity. The heir is always
visible in front of t1 » sovereign, the noble-
man. the landed squire as palpable a memento
mors as the skull <2 the monk's table,
Thus an entire people have fallen into the
habit of dissussing the question of sucess.
sions, aud to the old and the young alike the
halut scems cntively natumal,

‘Thus it happened that o len~ ¢ie ag0, in
fact years before lic beeamne conspicuously
an old wra, the English press and public
began debating the problem of a successor
to Gladstone. It was 1 its carlier stages a
lexs interesting problem. It secined clear
envugh then that his titular successor would
be Lord Hartington. Indeed, it 1s sixteen
years now sunce that nobleman was form-
ally declared the next Premier of the  Lib-
cral Party. He was then forty -une, and it
was supposed that presently

THE DEATH OF 13 FATHER

w.oo + make hun Duke of Devounslure ; he
is now fifty-seven, and Ius father is still
alive. But the Mamquis of Hartington
is no longer the heir to the Libeml leader-
ship. A T-o7 Prime Minister he may some
time be, but } o will never be at the head of
o Libers? Government.  The hcirslup
which thenr was so indisputably his has
never -xinge pagsed out of commission.
After-he seceded from tho Liberal Party—
after it hetame apparent that the rupture
between himand the graat Radical rank
and filg wus irsoparable- -two younger men
ool momentarily as. possilils aspirants
: ¥ ?ti?.a -Dj ‘.:e_-.axfd Joseph Chamber-
cducated in staty-
WO oduslei.
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e .?'v"})"d“d?“’g cven:-Glaudstone, whom be onco

period in the person of Johu Morley.  Five
years ugo U romomber luwving written ut
lengtlr about him *

TIHE THEMY. BEING
his entrance upon Minwsterinl responsibility
just ns Lord Hartington quitged it. The

. comaidence was dramatic. It was o ringing

out of the old, & ringing m of the. now, with
n ve geanco. Hopes ran fnph then that
with L. comung of John Morley a new era
hud begt n—that an heir o Gladstone had
twen for 4 who would wortluly sustaun and
auy nt the great teaditions of statesihan-
ship which he inherited. It is too much to
say now that those hopes hav  “cen dushed.
John Morley has grown visibly year by year,
Iu certain lines of development he wmay be
auid to have surpassed expectation in his
growth. But hie has not gathered strength
on the side of party leadershap.  Peoplo are
beginning to feel confirmed in their carher
fears that he lncks the qualities which mnako
up a Captumn.  He 18 courageous, devoted, a
master of weapons, and n fighter of com-
manding ability ; but there is always the
danger that, after he has begun his campaign,
lus policy will be shaped, not hy sharp
strategy aund clever intuition as to the
enemy's weak points, but by conscientious
iquiries as te whether all that hoe himself
docs 18 morally justificd.  1n the furiousand
more or less insincere battle of British poli-
tics, as fought between the fiont benches in
Parhament, this tendency is felt to be a
grave disadvantage m a leader.  Even the
MOST HONEST COMBATANTS

m the world prefer 2 Captain who is on
occasion up to tricks.  Mr. Gladstone recog-
nized this deep-rooted clement of human
nature when he spoke of himself, amilingly
and with a covert twinkle in his cye, as *‘ar
old Parlmmentary hand.” Mr. Gladstone
is, as all the world knows, a luuinous
example of Christian piety. Yet this has
not prevented the cccurrence of unmerous
Iittle things o the course of lus prolonged
carcer at which the entrapped and discom-
fited heathen raged a good deal.  Aud the
absence of this, as it were, moral clasticity
heavily handicaps Alr. Morley.

Qaly onc other man in the Cointmons really
helongs in the front rank with Morlev—and
as he belonged there long heford Morley was
dreanted of as a politician, &o ne scems likely
to stop there, getting no further, untilanend
comrs to ns political activity. Sir William
Harcourt is perhaps the most familiar figure
in British politics. Every body has an 1dea
about him. Fo. ycars he has been the ideal
hard-hitter, decp-cutter, ronghand tumble
Parliamentary soldier of the arena. He has
roade more jokes for the delectation of lus
supporizrs thanany other Englishiman alive,

-dnd he.has-covered his antagomsta all wver
with acars. ‘But the trouble 18 that numbers
of the “pec, "~ who have laughed are also the

5 --ones who byee the scars. This is ducte Sir

William's -

- TENDENCY TO MIGRATE
-f.0m time to time, now to one camp, now to
“anothier. He hasin turn fought cveryhody

%@gnlm‘y revolt aginst—always
ing blows, aiways probing To-
he-ridicalous pointain tho op-
1ion, Always giving the impreision

d. Thixy

-ibo%nmf%lcwgf’ !fin_g:tlx,e best fighter -in

g‘i:_ﬁﬁnénﬂy amusing
aider, but it has

upon being abloto beliove in the sincerity
of its  chief leaders,  Dismeli's suceess
amounts to n contradiction of this, of course,
but it is tho oxccp!.ion. which rivets the rule.
England under Disraoli was in o transition
stage of cfllorescent rottenncss, dimly sug-
gesting the period following tho Restora-
tion, when the impertinent activity of the
lewder sort'of young aristocrats and snobs
gonerally created for the time a falso it
mosphicre, which emporurily vitiated he
public’s morul health, and sent their judg-
ment astray after their senses.  But nmong
the Anglo-Saxan peoples the reaction from
these infroquent scasons of delauchery is
strong and holpful.

In Eugland one sces the same quality of
jmplicit trust at work in the attitude of
the peoplo toward the Liberal leaders. Thoy
followed Gladstone in his remarkable and
sensational rolle fuce on the Irish question,
simply because they fully believed that
hie must bo sincere about it. They them-

selves,
WERE LARGELY AT SHA

about tho reasous why home rule, which
was combated in 1885, should bo iundorcd
in 1888, but they took it for granted that
he, who was wiser than themselves, had
been honestly convineed, and they in large
par. followed him. Since then discussion
has confirmed them iu their loyalty, and it
has brought back intothe Liberal fold many
others who ot the tame smtated or openly
mutinied. sat 1 do not believo that oven it
Chamberlain had, in 1856, cast in his lot
loyally with Gladstone, e would to-day
have held rank next to him.

In something the same way Sir Willinm
Harcourt is popularly disqualified from the
great post of all—the Premiership, Ycisa
vastly finer figure in every way than €ham-
berlain—standy where the other is sinuouvs,
masculincinlisgive. sd-takecombats where
the other fights like a woman with mean
stalis—but still, populur fancy paints him
as a large-seized Duglad Dalgetty, who wag-
cs war for the sakeof warfare aud ia indif-
ferent as to isswey and principles and all else
save doing stalwart hattle for the side heis
on.

Of other Cummoners there is none on  the
Liberal side to be considered. It has come
1o be taken for granted, therefore, that the
next Liberal Premnier after Gladstone will
hic a Liberal peer—a peer definitely commit.
ted to the radieal programine and to home
rule. If the sctilement of this queation
could be postponed for half a dozen years
as conecivably it may be, itis very prolable
that Lord Roschery would be the man. e
isextremely cles er and facile, a bright think
cr, and both a witty and a wise speaker.
But hie 1s thought of still as a young mnan,
and his tirae, if it comes at all, will come
muchlater. Lord Gransille, on the other
hand, 1s too old—and 1n the same sense of
having outlived the polhitical tiaditions m
whichi he was tramed s cven older than his
yoats. More available than aither, more
genorally popular than cither, is Lond Spen-
cer, who ouly-five years ago was the coer-
cion- Viceroy in Ireland.

Harorb Freprnice,

Avoid Depression.

A man who aoquires a habit of giv
ing way to depresmion s on the road to
ruin. When troublo comes upon lam,
instead of rousing lus energies to comhat 1t,
he weakens: his faculties grow dgll. lus
Judgment heoomes obscured, and homnks
anto the aléngh of despair. How different 1t
iz with tho iman-who taheya cheery view of
life cvenat its'worst, and faces cvery ill

Ywith unyielding pluck. A cheerful, hopeful,

courageous disposition s invaluable, and

¥ rhould bo assiduously cultivated,
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.Christianity v. Bofence.

. Tho Christian Union says: * What Chris.
tinns object to s not the scientific testing of
alls cientific conclusions, whatever the sub-
ject matter with which they have to do, but
thoassumption in certain quarters that thero
aro no ascertainuble tméw cxcept such as
can bo seientifically ascertained—that is, ns.
certained by processes of renson applied to
vbserved phenomena.  What Christians in-
st upon is that thero are truths just re
cortain and indisputable which the senscs
cannot perceive and the regson canuot arvive
at. They aroarrived at by pther facultics
which arv as trnstworthy ny either the sen-
ses or the reason.  \What we insist upon is
that the truths of gooduess in life and char-
acter, are ns real, os certain, asascertainable
asscientific truths, They avo not what peo-
plohappento think aboutthem. Thoey are not
unaginations or motions. ‘They are realities.
They exist, notinthemind, but independently
of the mind; as the law of gravitaticn would
stifl continuo if all matter wero blotted out
of existence, and would begin forthwith to
operate anew if all matter were called” into
cxistence. These religious truths do not
vary, though men's capacity to ni)procinto
them varies. “They aro cternally the same,
The mind doos not create them; it perceives
them. Tho mind which cannot perceive
them is ignorant, just as themind which
canuot perceive the truth that the world re-
solves on its oxis is ignorant. The ono in-
competence i different from the other, but
itisnoless a ieal incompetenco than the
other.

*It is a scientific conclution that the
Ten Commandments were written in the
age of Moses; it is a religious truth that
it 18 wrong to steal, to munler, to commit
:ulultcré'. It is a scientific conclusion that
Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose again
from the dead ; it isa religions truth that
his life and charnster, asthey are portrayed

_in the Four (}osH)cls, are of & unique noral
beauty and excellence, uncqualled in human
Instory. - It is & scientiffe conclusion that
we are ever in the presence of an Infinite
and Eternal liuei‘?', ‘from which all things
proceed 3 it is a religious truth that wecan
come into direct personal, spiritual comnmu-
nion with the invisible Father of spirits.
These religious truths are truths, not con-
ceptions or imaginings or menty! creations.
Theie are more men who have the capacity
to perceive the higher religious truths than
thero are who have the capacity to per-
ceive the higher scientific truths.  Andany
man who has not the capacity to perceive
the fundamenta’? and primary religious
truths, thoze truths of parity and goodness
on which the whole fabric of socicty is
built, is o moral idiot. He belongs among
the abunormal specimens of a dismcs
humanity. His placc is in the hospital
for incurablea,

“\We sum up our whole philosophy on
this subject with three aphorisms, which we
recommend to the llxougglful cousideration
of our readers:

¢ Idenls are realitica

¢ Imagination is sight.

¢ Unfzith is ignorance.”

A Quaint 0ld Parson's Prank.

A very eccentric old baclclor was Father
Fletcher, oncof theold Mcthod:st preachers,
and lus “bynt  of womankind amountett to
antipathy.  Une day as ho was riding along
a countg road, oncof his Ialy parsishioners,
who w¥ walking the same way, politely
asked for a ride. “Certainly, madam,”
politcly replied tho pastor, and he fmmedi
ately alighted, an the lady supposed, to as-
mist her to enter the carrisge.  She stepped
quickly in, whereupor. he handed her the
reins and said, *‘Drive on, madam, and when
youarnive at your destinatien please hitch
the home, and I wall soon be along.™

A Qolleot for the Day.

Almighty God ! who showest unto all
That ;\'all: i crror Thy truth's constant
ight
With %ncrcifui tntent, before they fall,
To bring them back into Thy way of right,
("rant unto those admitted to the fold
Of Chnst's religion evenmnore to shun
Things adverse to therr farth and take
ast hold
Of such things as were taoght us by Thy
So

oSN
Jcsus, through whom we pray Thy will be
done.
T. W. Parsoxs.




