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* Turning Over & Now Leaf"
BY REV HUCH JOUNSTON, B, ., TORONTO,

The opening yoar is an appropriate timo
for forming now purposes, making good reso-
lutions, turning over a new leaf. Why
should we not, as we ‘“ring out the old,”
“ring in tho now,” thoughtfully ask our-
selves, wwhoro we have committed blunders
and mistakes, and try to avoid the ervors
aad follics of tho past?

A volume of 3635 pages, many ot cnom full
of wrongs and mistakes which we wonld
ghwdly blot out, has been closed and scaled
and’laidaway ou the shelf of tho past await-
ing the opecning of the Judgment, and
another volumne has been put into our hands
into which we are to work our lives.

Already we aro slipping our fingers
through, the leaves and looking over the
chalk-white opening pages. What number
of pages the new volume contains for us wo
know not, for should the mystic book of
the Fatnre bo spread beforo our oyes many
of uswould plainly read the prophetic sen.
tence, This year thou shalt die.”

We havo left the dead past, with its op
portunities, failures, and broken promises,
behind; and with new hopes and aspirations,
atd stronger resclutious wo enter upon that
to come,

As we think of the old purposes broken,
we give the new omnes o firmer twist, and,
raking stepping stoncs of our dead selves,
enter the untrodden path. Even as we read,
that strange, myaterious, awful thing which
we oall Time, is aliding, gliding, slipping
on, a’nd, ¢¢ In to-day already -walks to-mor-
row,

With many, more than anything, is
needed n new start. Life, with its stron
Bgui_ous ax;@ dis_tu[bing currents of evil, an(

inding habits of sin, bas got beyond their
vontrol. Lho ship, nobly bailt and freight-
ad with immortality, is drifting helm-

less.and wind-piloted, at the mercy of
every.gale. And what is necded is that the
will, reinforced by dependence upon Divive
- strength, gather up its reius, ship a good
captuin, and start on a new career.

What a wonderfal truth it is, that the
Author of ourlives, in bis Redeeming Love,
bas prepared & bapkrupt act, 8o that wo cro
mnll offered the advantages of anew startin

e,

The old score may bo cancelled, and all

the and sad past bo but an ugl
guil;}'n mfonninl':; and buildin$ ch%uz
soter we may go *‘straight forward,” turn.

ing neither to the right hand or tho loft.
In Dr. Judson's life wo find that a native
Christisn woman camo to him to tell him
that sho was about to engage in something
which ho considered not conducive to her
highest good. Ho urged her to give up her
darling project.  *“Look here,” sail he
-eagerly, snatching a ruler from the table,
and tracing not o very straight line upon
the floor, *“‘here is where yon have been
walking, a litflo crooked, to be sure, out of
thLe path balf the time, but then yon have
Jkept ncarit, and not tnken tonew roads,
d now,” bringing down the ruler with
emphasis to indicate a ocortain position,
“‘here you stand. You Lknow where this
th leads. You know what is before you,

ut to tho left branches off another pleasant
road, and along the air foats vather tempt-
ingly a pretty babble. You do not mean to
leave tho path you have walked in; g'on
only want to step aside and cateh the bubblo,

and you-think you will como back again,

Lt you never will, Woman, think.” Sho
‘poudercd, and kept on the atraight path.
Tt will cost.ariany a long, hard pull to get
away from our old cnemics, and follow in
the path marked out by tho Divine finger,
bat it is worth the effort.
“The Dutch represent worldly vanily by
the picturo ofa man carryingonhis shoulders
& full-blown Lladder. and another behind
ricking it with a pin, with tho motto,
“Quam Sabito.” How soon all is blown
-down, So, the things that sllure from the
rightroad may scera great and important,

have made good resolutions and
turn over a new leaf, let nothing

from honeatly °i‘{l f::,or:s% d’ﬁ,ﬁfg‘mtﬁ States. John Adams, almost alone among

the carly patriots of the State, called atten-
Lwn to the necessity of restrainjog
w'artning evil, but it was not until 1811 that { ¢
forco, but that its only liope lies in misre-

pressatation and mistatement, The issue

your promises.

Dear reader if you hiave “awomn off,"if you
%nrpom to
inder you »

of Antiotam that President Lincoln urged
upon hiaCabinet the emancipation policy,und
in a low, nolemn tono he anid that Lo had
promiscd his God that o woulddo it. 1ho | =
Sceretary, Mr, Chaso, asked if tho{ correct
ly understood him. And the President
explained, “I made o solemn vow before
God that if Gencral Leo was driven from
Penusylvania, I would crown the result by
tho declaration of freedom to the alaves.” — § 1
Tho proclamation was issued, and tho man- |}
acles dropped trom the limbs of four mil-
lions of slaves. So when thouvowethavow | @
unto God, defer not to pay it, for He hath
no pleasuie in fools. Pay that which thuou
hast vowed. * 1
Many a prodigal, by ing the cold
hand of a dylm fngtbcr. wit ugms and sob-
bings has promised to forsako his cvil ways
and begin a new course of life, but cre the
funcral solemnities have been over he has
gone back to hisold waye. Bo manya one

¥ tho bedside of tho old dying year, the
touch of whoso band has melted their heart,
has promised to live differently, but before
Now Year's day was over the opening page
was full of blots ond blurs and broken vows,
Under tho Iinperial ensign.in the presenco
of the Legion with all its officers, the old
Roman soldicr surrendered allegiance to the
reigning Cresar, and pledged fidelity to all
the interesta of the great Empire. So be-
‘fore the altar of Bigh Heaven, why shoull
ot we make our p) ed,f“ of fealty to the
true and the good, and sign with tho sign
of theCroas our dovotion to the best
interests of humanity ! And what is done
must be dono guickly. Now is the tiine for
decisivoaction. Yesterday’swork cannot be
done to-day. The past is irreparable. The
duties of to-day cannot be left until to-mor-
row, tho chance once gone is lost forever.
Turn over tho leaf quickly—turn it now.
Etcrnity is calling to you louderand louder,
and it is “*Now or Never.”
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Temperanco Legislation in Massachusetts,

BY C. B. TILLINGHAST, STATE LIBRARIAN,
BOSTON,

Probably in no ono of thoe United States
has the conflict between tho home and tho
saloon beon moro constantly waged, and
with more varyiog fortuno, asin tho historic
commonwoalth of Massachusetts. Certainly
in no other has the progress, the victories
and the defeats, beon of greater interest, or
awakoned move comment or discussion.
Tho Pilgrims and tho Puritans regarded
drunkenness a8 a crimo. As carly as 1633
aman was placed in tho stecks and fined
for drunkenncss in the Pilgrim Colouy at
Plymouth, and the same year the Paritans
of tho Massachusetts Colony ordered a man
to wear ared letter * D* about his neck for
a year, as a punishment for the same offence
against public decency. In 1G58 tho Ply-
mouth Colony disfranchised dr.iakards, and
a deende earlier the Maxsachusetts Colony
forbadoe, by statute, the drinking of haalths,
In 1546 the Massachusetts Colonists enacted
& faw which contained provisiona anthoriz-
ing tho scarching for, and the weizing of
liquors, similar to those which wero om-
bodicd, almost exactly two ccnturics later,
in tho famous * Maine Lav:.” But for more
than a century und a half thereafter the
dangers and privations of pionecr life ; tho
conflicts with stubborn naturo on the one
hand and the wily Indian on the other ; the
war of tho Revolution, and the demoraliza.
tion which war always briogs in its train,
coupled with the introduction of West Indis
vam aud tho subswquent manufacture of
New England rum, aggravated the ovils of
intemperanco to such an oxtent that all
legal restraint wes practically relaxed. The

the annual consumption of distilléd.liguors
uud wines averagod sevon and a half gallons.

move toward even using moral cffort to
hieck the tide. Tho first step taken by tho

ted to tho formation of the ** Xlnssachusolts
Neiety for the Suppression of Inicm{)eranco"

out the Stato within five yeara, The rcform

promiuent of the carly reformers retired
from the ficld in despair. The Society,

kind of any noto in the country—proepared
the way and educated the peoplo for future
ctfort, and is still in eawstence, after moro
than three score years and ten of honorable,
and more or less active service.
cietics, local and national, were forined to
oppose intemperanco on moral grounds, and
to cncoura
success had been secured, when in 1840 the

tho country with a. rapidity which hasnover

and, secording to the hest castimates, re
formned 000,000 drunkards in the United

. **Maine Law,” beeause it became a law in

«r capita for oll the people of the United

the

ny y of ncoplo wadcany dotermined

+General Associntion of Messachusotts” {?

a 1813, which was followed by thoe cstab-
1shment of forty auxiliary sociotiés through-

nade slow progress, and some of the most

1owever—tho carliest organization of the

Otheraso-

total abstinenco. Considerable

* Washingtonian” movement spread over

characterized any other step of the refonn,

States. This was followed by the beneficent
mission of Fathe: Mathew, and then sprang
up thy Sous of Temperance, Good Templars,
and other secret ovders to shield and sustain
those who had been lifted up by the reformn,
From the carly colonial legislation, to
which reference has been made, thero ap-
pears to have been no practical efort to re-
strain the evil Ly law until about 1835.
The granting of licenses was made one of
the dutics of the county commissioners,
and, in order that the views of the people
might bo made effective, these oflices were
mnnde elective,  Within two or three years
siy of the fourteen counties of the State
refused to graut licenses.  In 1838 thelegis-
lature, by a moro than a two-third vote, cn-
acted a law which probibited the sale of
liquors, except for medizinal and mechanical
purposes, in quantities of-leas than. fiftcen
gallons—which became famous as the ** Fif-
teen Gallon Law.” Many ingenious devicea
wero adopted to evado this law, and, judg-
ing from the sales, the mechanical industrics
needed frequent lubrication, and the health
of the peoplo waned so as to require au
alanuing amount of mcdical atimulant. Ono
man started an oxhibition of a ¢ Striped
I1g," and treated his thirsty patrons toa
beverage which the delicato stomach of the
pig repelled.
Two ycars later the law was ropealod,
and thestrugglo for local prohibition through
the county commissioncrs was renewed with
such effect thet license practically ccased.

Tho right of prohibition was conteated,
but, notwithstanding thearguments of Web-

cates of the day—it was affirmed by the
Suprome Court of the United States, the
best court of resort.

In 1852 a prohibitory law was enacted in
Massachusctts—a law  which had been
framed and presented in this State = few
yeary carlier, but which was christened the

that State a year earlier than it was placed
on the statute books of Musachnsettes,
This law remaincd in foree until 1868, when
the Hquor dealers secured for their cham-

ion t‘lc popular and patriotic war goveror,

olin A. Andrew—a man that the people
foved and almost reverad. iz argumont,
however fallacious, was Lrilliant, and sinco
that day has remained for this locality the
*eclassic * of license.

This offort, aided by ull that monoy conuld
-do, and favored by changes in our popula-
tion from foreign immigration and other
causes, socured tho repeal of the law, and
the enactment of a license law in its stead.

Editor T'ruth.

was more than over impreased with the fact

ple, viz. : The relation of thealcoholio liquor
traffic to socicty.
nuisanco that ought to bo suppressed, or a
social blessing that ought to bo oncouraged
aud defended? The question is, the guilt or
innocence of the traflio as a social institu.
tion. To say that prohibition does not pro-
hibit is an evasion of the imsue raised Ly
raising another, viz,, the ability, efficacy
and character of government. It is more
than that, it is a plea of guilty to tho charps

of boing a social enemy and a defianco of |
goverument. That tho trafic ought to be

government to suppress is the only question

ster and Choato—tho most cloquent advo- | Connecti

Orme Under Prohibition,

BY [ION. J, B, FINCH, R.' W, G. T.

During my recent trlp In your country I

bat tho liquor traflic has no legitimato deo.

aised by tho prohibition movement is sim. |

Is tho traflic a social

suppressed i3 admitted, and the ability of

tobe scttlid., In Canada, I find tho old
chirgo against prohibition, to wit, ¢ Pro.
hibition jucresscs crine and pauperism ia
Maine.” I was much astonished to find s
called official figurch given to support this
absurd statement. In this letter let ms:
notico one of these statements, the crime i~
Maine. A table of figures giving the crimes
corumitted in 1851 and 1880 in e, show
ing a great incroass in crime, is going the
rounds of the Canadian presa, Ihavetake
the trouble to look up the oflicial recond;
and find the fraud to he in giving in 183];
the number of commit--ents to States. prison,
aud in 1870 the mumber of prisoners cunfind
in States prison. Even then the figurer
were not correct. One class of crime will
do to cxposo the whole table. Ju 1851 th;
pumber of murders is given as 4 ; in 1850 a
21, ‘The 21 murderers reported in 1850 wers
confined in States prison. They committed:
their crimes as follows: 1857, 1; 166}, I}
1863,1; 1807,1; 1869, 1; 1870,1: 1872,
2; 1874, 2; 1875, 1; 1876, 3 ; 1879, 25 15%,
five, The same fraud is used in the other

des of crime, making the table a viciom
g:!:choml. The real results of prohibitic
in Maino is best shown by comparing the:
criminal statistics of license States. In 1579
the number of persons in tho States prisons:
of Maine, New Hampskiro, Alabama, Cos-;
necticut, Massachusotts, New York aad
California, wus a3 follows:

Malno (Probibltion). . . .1toovery 3,200 inbbs
Now Hampehire (defective Pro- ]
Ribitlon). v eve aees  wsnven to every 1,900 *
Alabama (no Prohibltlon)... 1 “ 1400 *-*
Conncecticut (Fair local option)l u 9,
Masrachusetts o “ 1\ 2,200
New York (Poot local option). 1 ‘: 1,400

Callfornia (no Prohibition).. .1
1% 1552 THR STATISTICS SIOWED &

Mafne . . ... . o.-e .......lwe‘v‘eryl.ooolnl'.x‘
Now lhl:l“pahln... o 3.
*daseechusctis . 10" o
Naw York.. . FONN 1 00
California . t 350

* A reaction In favor of lcense had taken place
rear Rfore. LT
The above figures show tho criminalyd
all grades. The following shiows.the ate-
age of feloniex:

Maine 1o every 7,540 inhtX
New Haugpmbiite ] AW,
Manachisetts, . ; o ety ¥
Coanccticut * 3

New York.. N T 500
Callforaia . L1 000 ¥

No person claims that the liquor traffic
tho canse of all crime, but that the ligw
truflic is the principal promoting caused
crime. That tho public dramshop is at
bed where crima is propogated, a nune)
where vico is cradled, i3 anaxiom that re
no demonstration.

TasooLy, Nobraska, Jan. 6th, 1835.

o
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Matritony is o high sca, and every

Tho results of this change were so bad that

In 1870 this law was greatly weakened hy
the addition of a clauso which allowed the
sale of bacr, portor and ale, a8 ander the
guiso of theso atronger liquors werp sold.

In 15§75 this law was ropealod, and a

convivial spirit pervaded all social occasions,
and cven attended upon the celcbration of
religions rites. The calminating point was

bat they are only as & straw on.the migh
bosom osf' a f!(md.y mighty

the Revolution, wheq it was cstimated that

reached nbout forty yoars after the cloes of | had timo for a fair

license law substitut-. The Leyilaturo
nttcmgkd to add u toca) option clause in
1877, but it was vctoed by the Exceutive,
on the ground that tho licenso law bad not
trial.

{70 BE CONTINUED,)

thenoxtyeartheprohibat rylaw wasrestored. |

who plunges therein, rans & great riski
what he may find ~trcasures, pearls or
ta.
* +Robbie,” said the visitor kind
“have you any little brothers &
sisters?’  “No,” replies wee Robbie
renely, “I'm all thechildren we've got.”:
" Masher—*Ah—h. Termit meto
ou, Jadics?” Ladjcs— ** Certainly.; we)
just going to get some oyaters.”
A vwifc Should be like roast.lamb, te
aud niccly drossed, No sauce reqhired.

Then fek a
AndTo
Tk ove iy

P
prm————
SAAAS S,

W20,

(¢

Commenclt
Ul further n.
?obe: l(;r t'.he !
n the Judgm
able for thls

the (ompculﬁ

must become
tAree nonths
thele TId-Bit,
tion. V’reeen)
tery extende
dollar sent,
oaly (the ond;
best.) Thoar
bo the w;);}l; of
any patsphle
wlse nuch«]:'
the nawe and
tvoor moro §
article, the Ar
it it s conside;
oferad. Wew

tereating pagg
oow, Tho fin
diately after ¢
Jnauar{. Loo
oething orfy
prizo will be
delay, Thear

(if Roontalns
eced a half a co

nowand untfj |

Conumittee, 4

———
—_——

THE .

SENT BY J. R,

8k

Now alon
Sup the e
And tho !
And the ¢
Andtheh
Bout ash;
Apd the y
Puts hisa;
ot atten
And they

As you n¢

pro peds

On themo
Uy for sev

Hy
Two lovers
*Midst oth
Desfrous a
Went thro:
The tlying
The uning
The vats of
And weird
To thelr hy
What necd
To mako s

ero goes™
Which she
6 thing w
0Y were ¢
Long tuay ¢
To prove th

I

Jeanne oft i
JToakedlt

ho shrugpe
And angw

”f.’x'. dear, !
73,

“Wh;: w);zil'
*Je vousy

1 merit not
have not
But you hav,
why 1

Bat with ©on

Some mo;‘n
on

By her hady

Joved @
®, mon am



