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THE GOOD NEWS.

sabbath School Lesvons,

October 16t‘1i,1>1864.
THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN. -
Read Luké xx, 1-18. :
Conneetson~The incidents rocorded hero took
placo three or four'days.bofors Christ’s death. His
triumphant entry into Jétusalem, His authorative
the traders.fror the temple, and th
favour bestowed on Him by the people. had raise
the jealousy of tho chief priests'ard-sotibes, and 1od
them thus to challenge His agthority. -~ -
J. Cbrist’s Authorify Chollenged, ver. 1-8.
Christ taughtin the temgle from morning

1ill pight during those last days of His life,

Luke xxi. 37. The chief priests seem to
have come officially to put a'stop to Christ’s
teaching, Christ’s silence would have implied
puilt or.fear. How wisely He -auswered !—

The baptism of “John—~meaning lis whole |.

feaching aud mission. If ey admited
John's nspivstion; they could not deny
Christ’s, ior John bore witness of Hirs :

They reasoned. "Utterly rogardle-. of whet |

was teue, they bascly regulated their auswer
by their fear of man. Even the answer they
gave, a deliberate lie, minst have displeased
the people, and t2nded to throw them mo1:
ent’rely on Christ'sside. Christ’s words were

_vouched by His works.

XL 'The Par.ble, ver. 9-15.
Christ evidently wished to break the evil
infleence the Jewish aalers had over the

F ]x;ple, and to d:aw the peor people to Him-
=

A vineyard—a becutif 1 figore of the con-
stant, unwearying care with whick God had
watched over the Jewish nation. No species
of husbsndy r . ui &s such ine sa : labour
25 rearing vu . [Let it fortl—le’. His
1+ ople to the ¢ e of their pries ~ and trach?
ers.  Went inlo a for country may point to
the fact, that God ceased so diiectiy to inter-

ose ju the:” irs_of Israel a’ar they had
een 58 - ed ie their own land.

Th3 servanis of the lord of the vineyard
are ¢vid = tly God’s feith. * messengers, who
soucr* to Luing the raojers aud the people
breiz to thei- al>giance to God—uch as
Efijab, Elish.. Jeremiah, and Zechoriah; they
were all disiegar® 4 svd hatc?, thongh their
sufierings were va ‘ore, Jer. xxunaiil. 6; 2
Chron. xxiv. 21. ; Matf. x. .57, 35.

My beloved son—Christ did not 0™ n so
speak of Himsell. Ile w- more than a ser-
vent. Xe was hatwd ju proportion to the
L.dness and boldae s of His teaching, Jokn
#i. 20. The Jewish rulers thoaght if they
could destroy “Tim there would be none left
to disturb their usurpation, John Xi. 47-50,

Castkim oul. ‘They would 20t T2\ 7 gnize
Him as the Son of God—incited the people

$ .

t0' reject Him, and ‘at Isst to crucify Him
i wirt%ont.tbe.cam A . o

When the Lorap eometh—aHp will COME.ome
The rulers felt the force of the sentence® - .
Baople pronounced against the wiecked B :x-
\bandmen, and exelaimed, * God fordid, o
_Christ turned His piercing eye on them, snd
quoted the 22nd verse of the 118th Peaim,
‘which foretold sli these things. :

APPLICATION. ;

1. When man dislikes the message, ke i<
ever ready to question the awthorily of b2
messenger, “Bywho - authority 2" “Wio
made thee a judge ?” was said toMoses ¥ |
hini who did the wrong, Acts vii. 49,51 5.
¢ Is not tuis *he carpentr ¥ Mark vi 3.
The questioa ought to be, «Is the meswmge
trne 2’ J g0, receive it even foman enemy,
a child, or a fool.

2. See how we learn o lie. We rezson,
“if we say this, so .ad so will happ>a”
“We fesr the people”—No love for truth,
and nofear of God.  Pet:s denial; Gehacis

~r

ie. .

3. None will ever find the truik wholove
their sins Letter than it 'This kept the
priests and seribes .om recoiving Chrxst. If
gou only. belicve what you %722, yon wi! often

elieve lies, The worldlo- serkuc-s, John
iii.19. Do you? Imkex. $3. Theling,
Jer. sxxvi. 23, -

4. Do we bear friit o God 2. We are
planted in God’s vineyard. God has loved
and eared for us more than for the Jews;
given us Bibles, schools, churches,

The "-uit He expectais love anZ obedientd.
He has 01.en songht it~—Fe secks it now.

5. How do we treat those who iry to make
us do what s rig.-t? They are God'’s mes-
exnser-. steking . 1t for God, whether t.e
are paiants, teackers, or ccapanions. Do we
list:n #nd o 2y ? or are we angry &nd disobe-
dient, especially when 2 ipierior ries to
Leepusri_«t? Abab and Micaiah ; Herod
and John.

6. Beware of the wrath of the Lams, ver.
18. This wes tivea . o 1 to the rulers who
sought {o meke the peeple r2ject Omist. It
will fell on sorc—beware lest it fall onyou f
Rev. vi. 16.

SUBORDINATE LESSONS.

1. God counts what is done to Higmes =n-
gers as done to Himself, Matt. ~xv. 45; aud
will avenge thejr wrongs. Why pers wnlest
thon Me ? Actsix. 4 .

2. The clo.z ‘God’s claims ar2 vrg: , the
wore will sinzer rage against them sod the
messenger. Stephen—Christ.

3. Men use this world as if it was their

own, as ifthey had vo Master, aud bad no
rent to pay.—Ediz. 8. 8. Lesons.
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