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BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

LITERARY FACTORIES.

1 course we all know that all
LWnds of metorica  exiet In
New Yok, Lut ountll last

week I oneser knew  that the great
metropolis bonsted of such a thing an
n real and fully cquipped terarvy face-
tory. 1 raw acroan thin wonderful
place accldentally, but when 1 did, 1
wars glad 10 spend an hous bestde the
desk of the manager and wateh the
modus aperandl.

Thix Nerary fnctory is hidden away
in one of the by -streets of New York,
where one would never drenm of find.
ing anything In theshape ot literature.
1t employs over 30 people, mostly girls
and women. For the most part these
wirle are Intelligent. It Iy thelr duty
1o read all the dally and  weekly
perfodicals  in the land, These ex-
changes are bought by the pound from
an old junk-denler. Any unusual story
of city Iife--mosatly the misdotngs of
city people—fs marked by these girls
and turned over to ouc of three man.
ngers, ‘These managers, who are meun,
weloet the heat of these marked articles,
and turn over such as are avaflable
to one of a corps of five women, who
digest the happening glhven to them
anll transform it to o skeleton or
outline for a story. This shell, it
it way e so called, 8 then referred
to 1he chite! manager, who turns to
n lurge address buok and adapts the
skeleton to some one of the hundred
or more writers entered on his hook.
Enclased with the skeleton i8 sent a
blank torm. of which the following is
an exnet copy .

To - —-— -

I'lease mahe of the cuclused matertal
a -~— part atory, not to exceed -
words for ench part.

Deltvery of vopd must be by - at

the lntest.

A chieek of $- will be &ent you
upon reeeipt of mwanuseript.

Notify us ot once whether you can
carr) uut ths cuinmission for ue

Very respectiully,

Aow the moust remarkable part of
this remarkallde Hterary manufactory
tomie wae that aanager's addreas hook
of aathers apon whom he felt at lib
erty to call for these “written-by-the
yard"” gtorjoes. The book was handed
over to me to look over for sy pri-
vate cxnmination, of course. There
were the names of at least 20 writers
upon that book which the public would
never think of associnting with this
clans of work men and women of gooul
lfaerary reputation, whoae work s
often cucountered in some of our best
magazines.

** Not such n bad st of authors,
Is 18 ?" laughingly aald the manager,
as he noted my look of nstonishment.

1 wan compelied to confess [t was
not.

* Why, those authors to whose
nnmes you have pointed are glad to
do this work for us. Thelfr willingness
is far greater than our abllity to sup-
ply them with ‘plots.' *’

* What in the world do you do with
thore storfea?** 1 asked.

* We acll thew to the cheapest sen-
sational weekles, to boiler-plate fac-
torles, and to publishers of hair-curl.
Ing lbraries of adventure.”

Upou furthier enquiry I found that
very good pricoa were pald the authors,
and that of course cven better rates
were received by tho “‘factory” from
thelr customers.—E. W. Bok, in The
Boaton Journal.

AMONG THE WHOLESALERS.

Another suce ssaful month has Leen
experienced by the trade in this eity.
Whalesale maorehants of all kinde ave
feeling In good humor over the state
of trade, ‘T'he placing orders in the
fancy goods trade are nearly all in
and travellers are now secking sort-
ing-up orders.  Import orders  are
nearly adl filled, but a few Hnes remadn
to be shipped yet; but a week or no
will wee all this exccuted. Payments
have been somewhnt zlow, hut not
more o than In previous correspond.
Ing  scusons.  Bookeellers report o
strong demand for all clagses of hooks,
domestie and fmported.

ror a long time merchants have
desfred some means of selilug pens
readily, In less than gross lots, and
Mewars, Brown Bros, are now offering
n Jine of boxed pens which should take
well with the trade. A dozen iIn a hox
iw the rule, and the convenlence of
handling pens in this way Is quite ap-
parent. These boxes can be so0ld at ten
amd fifteen cents vetafl. They have
just recebved o large shipment of Ar
nold’s fnk: In the three leading varle
ties  the  Dlue-bLlack copying, the
chemical wilting and the brilliaat red.
Thest {nks are not unew ones, but
proved by time and expericace. They
have alno recelved fresh stocks of ball
polnted peny, sulcanite holders, nnd
sy lonite paper cutters. Here it may
be remarked that sylonite ¢ rapldly
taking the place of fvory, owing to
the scarcity of the lutter, and owing
also to the fuct that the gylonite can
be polishied so as to look ko Svory.
Thelr offlce gupplles are strong at pre-
sent, especially In cashboxes and ink
stands.

Nerlich & Co. are always adding to
thelr extensive stock ol fancy goods.
wong Che iatest additions is a line
of ivoryware, with pansey decora
ttons, which are beautiful goods. In
piate glass mirrors they show sume
beautitul  hand-painted  designs on
square, horseshoe, and palette-shaped
glasses. Ladies' triplicate dressing mir-
rors are a new thing., They are ar
ranged for hauging on the wall, and,
while Leing ornamental, are also very
useful, as by a slwple arrangement
the lndy 18 cunbled to woe hersel! from
the slde aud rear pofnt of view, thus
obviating the use of the hnnd mirvror.
They arc carried in all sizes. They
ulso have o mew lHue of magle lanterns,
some of which will take photographic
plates. At present they are busy ship.
ping albums and plush and leather cas-
¢4, Skin toys of nll kinds are taking well
this year, and this house has endeav-
ored 1o meet the demand with a large
and extenive stock. A willow cart,
attached to a goat, 8 an oxcellent
and fast-selling toy.

W. J Gage & Co. are Just opening
up four hundred cases of miscellane-
ous books. Among the familiar au.
thors are Disracll aud W Carleton,
who have written works that should
Le f{amiliar to cvery Canadlap. The
Scott Library is a new sgerles which
contajus nearly all the standard works
that have appeared in the Camclot
serics, but theee now appear in a
more artistic binding, aund better pa-
per Is used. George Macdonald's fam-
ous works are algo prominent, as well

a8 a twenty-cent edition of Reereations
of 1 Country Parson.

One of the newesdt thingy in the com.
i lete atock of playing eards carried by
Warwlek & Song Is a0 Hue of setentlfe
whilst cards, which are manufactured
by the celebrated Fagliah flrm of Chax,
doodball & Sous, Eidch card hiag on
e face o number of vules apecluliy
sulted to that cerd, telling when 1§43
should be lead, ote. These rules ave
printed In duplicate v that they can
be read no matter which end of the cnrd
Is up. They will be an exeellent afd to
learners, young pinycrs aud fndies. The
dealer who sclis this class of goods
should get o sample,

Owing 10 business expanafon Mesurs
W. H. Bleagdell & Co. have bwen foreed
to take In two extra flats of  thelr
warchouse for the storage of goods.
This now gives them a roomy ware-
lhiouse with five flnts well stocked with
seasonable goods. It ample evidence
that thelr business & mot at a stand-
still, but 1y steadily progressing, keep-
Ing step with the progress of general
traade.  Any merchant who furnlshes
hls custoiners with saleable gools nt
{alr prlces must reap the reward of
increased trade.

Messrs. Kelk & Rlach, who have
been running off the Btock of Hickson,
Duncan & Co., haye mearly completed
thelr task. The sale hasw been a suc
cess from o flnancial point of view.
A few scattercd lines yremaln, which
includes sporting goods in several va
rieties, but the great yariety of the
stock presented a few months ago has
entively dsappeared.

A retaller In the city s after a
wholesaler 8 scalp beeause he *‘stole™
a clerk from him. The retaller doesn't
believe in competition fn wome cases;
while the wholesaler does not always
belleve fn doing as his frends would
like hlm to do. The buyer always has
the remedy in his own hands. The clerk
is now fn the new bazanr store on
wing strect.

The Copp, Clark Co., Ltd., have just
Issued a new pen 1o thelr special serles
It has been manufactured on purpose
for those who desire a broader point
than is generally used. It s made {n
two numbers, 3403 M and 3103 T, and
is callcd The Challenge Pen.

AN ENDURING CHRISTMAS
PRESENT.

Talking of Christmas presents, they
sy “The Star” Almaunac, to  bo ts-
sued shortly in Montreal, will be one
uf the mosr acceptable Christmas pre.
sents that could possibly be sent to
friends in foreign lancGs. It i statls-
tleal and descriptive, and has six col-
ored maps of Cannda. It holds up
Canada to {ts proper place. The “Star’
Almaunc will be kept {n all private
librarles nnd preserved for references.

BUSINESS CHANCE.
|BOQKS AN D STATIONERY STOCK OF A BOUS

84,000 for sale, oldest stand in Toronto, best

of vreasons for solling, address P. O, Box 5718,
Toronto. (9)

WAINTED.

Traveller, Stationery, thoroughly experi-
enced, for Eastern Ontario and Quebec.
Apply, Warwick & Sons, Toronto.



