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attention to the subject of the finuncial postion of the Institution, and urging
Presbyteries to carry out with promptitude and energy the measures agreed to
by the Synod. The subject to which this circular refers should be interesting to
every member and adherent of the Churfh, and we therefore subjoin the priuci-

pal portiors of it :—

“ The present financial position of Knox College demands that the earnest
attention of the office-bearers and members of the Church should be imme
diately directed to the subject. For several years there has been a deficiency
in the funds. The result ha< been a constantly increasing debt, which not only
embarrasses the Board of ‘Management, but which, if allowed to continue,
theeatens the stability and usefulness of this vitally important institution.”

“Jt is evident that itis upon our own College we must hereafter chiefly rely
for Ministers to fill the numerous vacanciesin the Church, and for Missionaries
to carry the Gospel into the wide and destitute mission field of our country.
Fully a hundred faithful and laborious pastors and probationers trained in Knox
College, and in the Hall of the late United Presbyterian Synod, are already
engaged in the service of our Church. It would surely be suicidal folly on the
part of the Canada Presbyterien Church to allow an institution to which it owes
so much in the past, and from which it hopes so much in the future, to languish
for want of adéquate support.”

¢ Experience has shown that wherever the claims of our College have been
clearly and lovingly presented to the people, tiey have not heen back-
ward in responding to the call. In order, however, that congregations
and individuals may fully understand and intelligently discharge theirﬁuty to
this institution, two things secem essential: (1.) They must know the amount
required from the whole Church. (2.) They must know, as far as possible,
what proportion of this amount should be contributed by each congregation and
individual. It is only & rough approximation which can be made to this.
Every man should give as the Lovd hath prospered him, and must for himself
decide, in each case, the exact amount. It may, however, greatly assistthe
congregations and members of the Church in determining the proportion they
should bear of what is in reality a burden resting in common on the whole
Church,to consider first the average amount necessary from each communicant
and ther, from what they kmow of their ability and the way in which the
Lord hath prospered them, to judge bow much they shouldin equityto the
brotherheod, rise above orsink below this average standard.

‘It was, a3 we believe, with a view of furnishing the information necessary
to guide to this practical conclusion, and to enable congregations and members
to decide intelligently what they should do, that Sywod laid upon the Board of
Management, and upor Presbyteries, the work pointed out in the following im-
portant resolution, unanimously adopted at the late meeting in Hamilton, viz :
—That “ with the view of meeting the great deficiency in the income of the
ordinary College Fund, the Synod iestruct the Board to prepare and transmit to
Presbyteries, a statement of the amount which they may be expected to contri-
bute within their respective bounds, in the preparation of such & statement,
having regard to the numbers znd the circumstances of the congregations con-
rerned ; and instruct Presbyteries to transmit a similar statement to Kirk Ses-

sions, and to visit by deputation, any congregation which may not be doing its
duty towards the fund. ~ Further, that the last week of February be appoited
as the time, on or before which, all contributionsshall be remitted ; at the same
time that congregations wha can doso be urgedto remit the money as much
earlier as posssible.”

Xn carrying out these instructions, we beg on behalf of the Board of Man.
agement for your consideration the following facts and views :—

¢ 1. The amount of debt on the ordinary Fund was on the 30th September,
$3526.51. And we regret to state that more than two-thirds of this large sum



