Scraf)s_ of Knowledge.

LUCIFER matches were formerly retailed at four a penny.
- THE middle verse of the Bible is the eighth verse of the
118th Psalm. : -

A NEEDLE passes through eighty operations before it is
perfectly made.

ThRE world’s blind are computed to number about one
million—about one sightless person to every 1,400 in-
habitants.

I is estimated that 90,000 conversatious take place daily
over the telsphones in New York.

S7. PAUL's CATHEDRAL was built out of money that was
raised by s coal tax.

Durine the last 2,000 years Britain has been invaded by
foes from over the sea no fewer than forty-eight times.

THERE are 14,500 miles of rabbit-proof fencing in New
South Wales. This is an expense entailed by the rabbit
nuisance in the Australian colonies,

IF the surface of the earth were perfectly level, the waters
of the ocean would cover it to a depth of 600 fest.

EVERY animal kept by mar, excepting the cat, is taxed
in Austria, and now there is aztually a proposal to tax cats.

It is recorded of those greyhounds of the Atlantic, the
Campania and Lucania, that they consume 600 tons of coal
every day they are driven at their utmost speed.-

A MACHINE has been invented that will paste labels on
one hundred thousand cansin a day of ten hours. There is
an endless procession of rolling cans on a chute, and each
can picks up a label as it passes.

CANADA lacks only 237,000 square miles to be as large as
the whole continent of Europe ; it is nearly thirty times as
large as Great Britain and Ireland, and is 500,000 square
miles larger than the United States,

THE driest place in the world is that of Egypt between
the two lower falls of the Nile, Rain hasnever been known
to fall there, and the inhabitants do not believe travellers
when told that water can fall from the sky.

A SCIENTIFIC authority states that by covering a bullet
with vaseline, its flight may be casily followed with the eye
from the time it leaves the muzzle of therifle until it strikes
the target. The course of the bullet is marked by a ring
of smoke, caused by the vaseline being ignited on leaving
the muzzle of the gun,

Frac at Havr-Mast.—The custom of flying a llag at
half-mast high as a mark of mourning and respect arose out
of the old naval and military practice of lowering the flag in
time of war as a sign of submission. The vanquished always
lowered his flag, while the victor fluttored his own flag above
it from the same staff.. To lower a flag, therefore, is a token
of respect to one’s superior and a signal of mourning and
distress.

A RAILWAY train on the Darjeeling line jn India was
recently stopped by an unusual obstacle—a herd of wild
elephants, The huge beasts would not stir from the rails,
disdaining to be frightened by the steam-whistle, and the
driver was obliged to back the train out of their way.
When at last they left the passage free, and the trainran
swiftly past, one of the biggost elephants tore after it,
trying to charge the carriages. : .

UNDERGROUND London contains 3,000 miles of sewers,
34,000 miles of telegraph wires, 4,500 miles of water mains
3,200 miles of gas-pipes, all definitely fixed. ~What can be
more marvellous than the harmony of these things as viewed
when a street is up, and one is permitted a furtive peep at

-the bowels of London § Yet not even thess compare with the

vast cellarage area beneath the feet of tha pedesirian. In
Oxford and Psgent Sireeis alone the capacity is said to
o¥ceed 140 acres. ) :

A MoviNG MOUNTAIN.~-America has got a moving
mountaia. Near tho cascades of Columbia it rises, a
gigantic mass of dark basalt, six or eight miles long, and
2,000 feet high, with a three-pronged pinnacle to tempt the
adventurous,  Year by year this mountain is moving down
towards the river, and some day it will dam it, and form a
vast lake. The forest at its root are being gradually pushed
beneath the water, and is fringed with submerged stumps.
The railway that runs along it has been displaced to the
extent, in parts, of 10 feet within a fow years. The cause
of the phenomenou is supposed to be a gradual subsidence
of the seft ssndstone at the base of the mountaiu, which is
continually washed away by the swiftly-flowing waters of
the Columbis river.

Mrs. Potts—I supposs you have a

wife and seven children at home stary.

ing, Everstt Wrest—Of course I ain’ b,

Do »ou suppose I would be out workin

: gich weather as this here of I had a

© - family to support me?—Cincinnati
Tribune,

Y ho
The average critic {8 a man W
couldn’t have done it himself.—West

Union Gazette.

“ And this—this s elocution ! sighed

the poet, as the recitationist finished his

~ pet poem, ‘' Yes, what did you think

it was ?” ' “ Execution,” returned the
poet, with a moan.~—Harper's Bazaar.

-, v

UPS AND DOWNS.

How the Fight Began.

AN ol& woman living some dist from 3Bianchester,
Kentucky, vas sunmoned as a witness to toll what she
knew aboutia’ fight at her house soveral nights before, in

~ whichithrée.or four people were killed.

‘Shej mounted the stand with evident reluctance and
many-misgivings, and, when questioned by the Court as to
what she knew about the matter, said :

« Well, jedge, tho fust I knowed about it was when Bill
Sanders called Tom Simith a liar en Tom knocked him down
with a stick of wood. .

¢* One of Bill's friends then hit Tom with a knife, slicin’

a big piece out of him. Samn Jones, who was a friend of

Tom’s, then shot the other fellow, en two more shot him,
en three or four others got cut right smart by somsbody.

*That caused some excitement, jedge, en then they com-
menced fitin’.”

Johany Had the Third.

¢ FATHER,” said a young hopeful, the other day, *‘how
many fowls are there on this table ?” .

** Why,” said the old gentleman, as he looked compla.
cently on a pair of nicely roasted chickens that were smok-
ing on the table, ¢ there are two.” .

*“Two ! " replied the smart boy. ‘‘ There are three, sir,
and I'll prove 1t.” . .

**Three ! replied the old gentleman, who was a plain,
matter-of-fact man. * I'd like to see you prove it.”

¢ Rasily done, easily done. Is not that one?” said the
smart boy, ]aiing his kuife on the first ; ¢‘and that two ?”
plt:inting to the second; ““and do not one aud two mako
three ?” .

“ Really,” said tho father, turning to his wife, who was
stupefied at the immense learning of the son ; ¢! really, this
boy is a genius, and deserves to be encouraged ;*’ and then,
to show that there's fun in oid folka as well as in young
ones, he added: * Wife, do you take one fowl, ana I’}l
take the second, and John may have the third for his
learning.” :

All Gone.

THEKE is a French story of some travellers in Africa who,
while on an exploriug expedition, ran out of supplies. By
chance they came upon a native hut, but it was empty, and
the only visible edibles in it were several strings of mush-
roowis suspended from the rafters to dry. For lack of any-
thing better or more substantial, they stewed these and
made a meal of them.

After a while the owner of the hut, who was a powerful
uative chiet and warrior, returned fromn a hunting expedi-
tion, and, having greeted the explorers in a friendly manner,
set up a wild how! of despair,

¢ What is the matter?” asked the explorers.

¢ They are gone. My evil spirits have stolen them,”
wailed the chief.

*“ What are gone ?

¢ Those, those ! " shrieked the chief, pointing to the eut
cords on the rafters, :

* Why, no evil spirits took them,” said the explorers.
“ We ate them.”

The chief seized his stomach in both hands and rattled
the bones inside his skin. *‘ Ate what ?" he gasped.

¢¢ Those dried mushrooms,” )

*“Oh ! suffering Moses ! " roared the warrior, or words
to that effect, ‘why, you've eaten the ears of all the
enemies I killed in battle.”

A Warning to Hlegible Writers,

“I1’s a bad thing not to. write s legible hand,” said the
Philosophot', knooking the ashes from the end of his cigar,
‘Sometimes most unpleasant complications avise from the
habit of not writing clearly. I remember a row I once had
with my friend, Darby, because of it. Darby had sent me a
photograph of his wife with her four little ones, two on her
lap and one peering over each shoulder. The children were
great friends of mine, and he knew I'd like to haveit. I
immediately acknowleged its receipt to Mrs, Darby, and
closed by saying that she looked like a beautiful rose tree—
the ides being &at she was the tree and the children the
roses."

¢ Vory nice ides,” said L. )

*Yes,” returned the Bhilosopher, sadly, *¢but iny hand-
writing ruined it all. Darby met me in the street a few
days later, and coldly inquired what 1 meant by writing to
his wife and telling her she looked like a ¢ dutiful rooster.’*

“He is eternaily comparing me to his
first wife, to my disadvcntage.”

“You don’t know how well off you

© are. Walt till you are married to a

man who ‘compares you not only to his

first, but to his second and third.—Life.

Went Right Along.

Customer—You give “light weight,
The pound of evaporated peaches you
sold me did not weigh over three-quar-
ters.

Dealer—Well, mum; I' didn't warrant
'dm not to go on evaperating.—New

- York Weekly. '

The Secgeant Passed out of Sight Forever.

DonerTy was drilling with his squad of regruits in London.
Doherty was pearly 6ft. 2in in height, and at that time the
sergeant-major was a man whose height was only 5ft, 4in.
On’ this day he approached the squad looking sharply
about him for some fault to find.

All the men squared up except Doherty, and the sergeant.
major at once aceoated him, ’

* Head up there, man!” called he.
head slightly.

¢ Up higher, sir ! ” :

The head was raised again. Then tho sergonnt-major
managed, by standing on his toes to reach Dohert’s chin,
and he poked it higher, with the remark :—

*‘ That's better. Don’t let me see your head down again,”

By this time everybody was interested at seeing Doherty
staring away above the sergeant-major's head, when a voice
from above said in a rich brogue : — :

‘“ Am I to be always like this, sergeant-major

¢ Yes, sir.”

“Then I’ll say good-bye to ye, sergeant-major, for I'll
niver see yez again.”

, No Parallel.

AN amusing story is told of a small boy iu a lsrge Toronto
store, who approsched his employer and asked fcr an
advance in salary.

“ How much are you getting & week now?” said his
employer.

‘¢ Three dollars, sir.”

“ How old are you.? ”

“Twelve, sir.”

'* Why, my boy, at your age I wasn't paid so much.”

*“ Well,” replied the shrewd lad, ‘maybe you weren’t
worth it to the firm you were working for, but I think I
am.”  He got his rige, :

A Mild Offence !

“Look hore,” said a lodger to his landlady, *¢your
daughter has been using my comb and brush again.”

1 beg your pardon,” said the landlady, indignantly, “I
never allow my children to meddle with my lodgers’ be-
longingsin any way.”

“But I am sure she has been using them,” said the
lodger, ** for there are long black hairs on them, and sheis
the only person with black hair in the house.”

¢ Oh, now I remember ; she did have them to-comb and
brush our dear old poodle,” said the landlady : “but Iam
quite sure she did not use them for herself—she's too honest
to be guilty of that sort ot thing.”

Windmills and Pumps.

Tue Ontario Wind Engine & Pump Co'y of Toronto man-
ufacture a most complete line of pumping and geared wind-
mills, and the greatest variety of pumps of any firm in
Canada, being the pioneers in this line. They have proved
to the public that the wind can be harnessed and made to
lighten the many toils of life, and have thus created a uni-
versal demand for their goods. They also manufacture
tanks and tank fixtures, feed grinders, haying tools, acd
windinill specialties, and are offering great inducements to
the trade, and to those engsged in the sale of windmills and
water supply material L )

We recommend our farmiog friends to make further ac-
quaintancewith thecreationsof this progressiveand thorough-
ly reliable firm, :

Toronto Industrial Fair.

AN unbroken record of successes in the past is the best pos.
aible guarantee that the Toronto Industrial Exhibition of
1895, which opens on the 2nd of Seﬁlmnbgr, will be a dis-. -
play of unrivalled attractiveness, Many improvements in
tho buildings and grounds have been made to further the
conveniences of exhiRitors and the publio, aud with the return
of an era of prosperity the entarprise  of the mamagement
will doubtless be rewarded by a thorough appreciation of -
the inducements offered. The volume of exhibrts this season
will be larger and more diversified than ever before, and
special attractions of a brilliant and exciting character will
be presented, including the novel mll}tary spectacle *¢ The
Relief of Lucknow,” with %orgeons Oriental accessories and
pyrotechnic effectaon a scale of gmndeyr and varioty hither-
to unequalled. The system of chen? railway fares and sfpeci,al
excursions from far and near enables all to visit the fair at
trifling cost and evelzone should take advantageof the oppor-
tunity, as it embodies all that is best worth seeing and
knowing in mechanical progress and soientific invention,

Doherty raised his

]

A Bad Example.

Twickenhain—That boy of mine has
been hanging around a young ladies
seminary now for a month and 1 don'
lika it, :

Von Blumer—It hasn't lurt him any,
hag it ? . :

Twickenham—Hurt him ! Why, the
youngster has learned to smoke cigar-
uttes,—Brooklyn Life. . '

Insurance Agoent—Any poetry in
your family?  Poot—Why, yes—that is -
i Iusurance Agent—Sorry you
mentioned it. Thero are somo risks the
company won't take.—Atlanta Consti-
tution. : )
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