
MEDICAL SCIENCE

1-tely aCier the rcport of the CoiiiiitteeoniEpidetiiics,
and was receiv'ed and adopted :

To luze Afe,;zbers of t/he Provincial Board of Iea?//v.

GENT'LEMEN,-I have the bionor to present to
you the report of work donc in the districts of
Parry Sound, Nipissing and Algonia ini connection
wvithi the outbrcak of ])iphtheria, bcegir;ig at
the village of Sundridge, in the organized Township
of Strong, on the Grand T1runk Railway, about 45
miles southi of North Bay.

Last year there were 12 cases of 1)tphthieria and
5deathis iii the TFownship of Strong a littie west (5

miles) of Sundridge. With a 13oa7d of I-Iealth and
ani active Me1dical Health Oflicer, Dr. Toole, it was
soon stamiped out. This 3'ear there have been a
nuniber of cases of a very mild type of Diphitheria,
wvith one deatbi.

South of Strong is the tow'nship of Arîniour,
organized, including Eurk's F'alls, and We'st CIiap-
mani,.tlso organized, %vith thie villag.e of Ma\[ýgnctavan
at both of %vlich villages thiere are licensed practi-
tioners. 'lo the north of Strong are the townships
of Machiar and Laurier, and directly East Joly, al
unorganized, ani ail lying conveniently to be
liandled by the Miedical Health Officer at Suni-
dridge.

Iii ail of these townships there have bee.i. large
numlber '4 cases of a miild type of il)itheria, the
typ)e becoiin more mnalignant, as we go i;,ortli
tow'ards Lake Nipissing, and wvcst in the towiùships
lying to the south of and l)ordering on Ftrenchi
River. Nortlh of Laurier along the line of the
G.T.R. is the towvnship of Himi-sworth, unorganized,
including the village of Powassan. W\est of
H-imsworth is Gurd, also unorganized, and in',ltuding,
the smiall village of Commiianda.

North of Himisworth is the township of North.
I-imnswortb, organiized and including the village of
Callander on Lake N\ipissing.

Wýrtýt of the towvnships of Nipissin-g and Gurd are
Patterbon, Hardy, Pringle, x1ilîs, M1cConkey and
Wilson, ail unorganized, and containing a consider-
able population of.settiers and lumibernien, havingr
a very large number of cases of Diphitberia, witli
percenitage of deathis very large.

No ie'dical attendance, sanitary condition very
bad, both as to dwellings, water supply, garbage
and privy regulations.

A Dr. Kidd bas lately settled at French River

P.O. near the inouth of French River, and goes as
far east as the edge of M.\cConkey, and the doctors
at Powassanl and Sundridge go as -ar. wes' as
Cýommnanda; but the haif dozen townships above
namied, lying betwveen, are entirely without medical
bielp, and the disease goes on without any attenipt
to cbeck it. D)r. Porter at Powassai bias biad under
observation in the village and country surrounding
38 cases witl i i deatbs.

The water sul)ply of the district, at ail tinmes bad,
is this year inuchi worse on accounit of tbe exceed-
ingly dry summiner, folloNvedl hy very Nvet fall. The
wells are nothing miore tban lioles, a fewv feet deep,
dug in the beaver îaeadowvs, wvbichi cried up iii the
suiiiier, and, when the fail rains began, filled Up
with surface wvatcr, poisoned by deca5'ing animal
and vegetable inatter, the privy and stable being
very often iii close proxiiînity to the so-called wvell.

The villages and townships surrounding being
unorgariized, isolation is impossible, fumigation is
carried ont in somne cases in the villages, but inost
p)eople in the country are very poor and careless
about sucbi matters. In rnany cases, thiere is no
mnoney to pay for carrying out the regulations, and
in none is there law to enforce tbeni.

About 20 miles north of Powassan is North Bay
arapidly lroviing village, at the junction of the

G.T.R., and C.P.R., in the township of Widdi-
field.

'l'le villagé is flot yet incorporated, but tbe town-
shilp is organized .i d bas a very efficient B3oard of
J-eailh with 1)r. Carruthers 1M.H.O., 1\r. Ferguson
Reeve and Chiairmian of the Board, ai-d Mr.
Cormack, 1)ructgist, S ecretary.

It is expected that the village will be incorporated
next year, after Nvhich the B3oard of Health wilI
endeavour to get enoughI assistance from the
Dcovernmient and railroad comipanies, to enable them
to bilild a bospital.

Tbere have been so Car this season at North Bay
16 cases of Diphtbheria with 4 deaths. The first
case occurred in Dr. Carrutheis' family. An old
privy of construction days, situated on the next lot
and very close to the doctor's biouse wvas rernoved
a short imie before the child took iii. The stirring
up of this olcl privy mnaLter miay hiave had some-
thing to do Nvith it. The wvater supply nt present
is largely drawvn fromn the lake by teams. Thiere
are also sonie wells, wvhich, generally speaking, are
in prt.tty good condition, but a few of them. bad.
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