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IESTEEM it a very highi hionor to have been invited to address you
to-day at tbis openiung of the s-ession of your MedKical School, but
aithougli my acceptance of dit invitation ivas immediate and

without hesitation, 1 confes that 1 feit and stili feel some misgiving
ao to my ability to select and adequately to deal wibh any topica
wl1<ch may poissess the intereat of bemng more or lese cognate to the
eduocational pursuits ini which yo( are engaged, or related to the pro-
fession whieh it is your ambition in future to serve.

Mloreover, this dut.y of delivering an introductory addrms is one,
the dishar ,e of -%hich is apt to be regzardeýd by those of us who have
grown aid in academie l! e, and have frequently been ofciaily present
on similar Occasions, as very trite and even tiresomne in its repetition.
But 1 degire to) remember that it is Vo the students an>d flot ta the oider
members of the audience whioh honore us with its preaenee that my
reinarks are to, be specially addressed. To some at least of the etudents
au<ch an occasion musat necessaridy be novel ; while ail o! you, 1 trust,
are sufficiently ingenuous to bc able tc> suifer for a littie words of ex-
hortation from one who lias travelled ta the very end of the road upon
which you are nowv only eetting out.

And you are setting out, gentlemen, at a point o! time in the. hie-
tory of the tiealing art of good auspices and big with the promise of
progresa, because its w<>rk is now more and more becoming based upon
sure and stable foundations. If I ioantrast its present position and
prospects 'with those it posseased when I beca.me a student o! medivine
in the early sixties, language can liardly exaggerate the. difference. At
that time such boast of coenparatively recent progress as existed centred
wroumd the use of the stethosc-ope and anaesthetics, but general blood-
ietting was not yet wholly abandoned, while the use o! Iee-hes and
other means o! abstrateting blood loaally wae a daily routine. Path-
ology, as a science, wss only beginning to be eultivated, and, except
in the University of Edinburgh, I question whether in Great Britain
there wus any professorship or lectureship, -and cerllainly there was no
eqa4pped 1laboratory, established for its teaching. No separate ini-
struction on the subject was given at a11 in my o'wn Univerity-that
of Qagow--exeept sucli teuching as was eonneoted. with the unshing
~of post-niortem exaininations and with the denionstration o! the grosa
.evjdences of disease ta be found ini differeut parts of the dead body.


