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influence has the presence or absence of atmos-
pheric moisture on diseases of the respiratory,
¢irenlatory or nervous systems? Is there any
relation bebween the presence or absence of at-
mospheric ozone and the prevalence or absence
of any disease ? Does the amount of cloudiness
have any influence on diseases of the nervous sys-
“tem ? Do the barometrical fluctuations have any
effect on the circulatory and nervous systems ?
Theso are some of the questions I hope-to sce
brought before us by the combined study of our
. meteorological veports and the weekly reports
of prevailing diseases. I am not sanguine that
the results will be at first inspection apparent,
or that we shall reach any rvosults without care-
ful and prolonged study, even if we shall ever
be able to satisfy ourselves on all these ques-
tions, but I am convinced that if the relations
of these climatie conditions to the public health
are ever determined, it will be by the combined
study of meteorclogical conditions and the pre-
vailing diseases, rather than by comparison of
meteorological conditions with the mortuary
records. A wider scope must be given to the
study of vital statistics before vesults of the
highest value are reached.”s
It may be remarked also that a very large
field of observation is afforded in the study of
the effects of approaching electric atmospheric
“conditions, which will be of the very greatest
importance, more especially to those engaged
in the study of diseased mental phenomena.
The varying pressure of the atmosphere is one
of the most important conditions to be taken into
account, as the changes and their rapidity, or
the existence for a lengthened period of & pres-
sure much above or below the normal, will, no
doubt, be found to predicate or ce-exist with
eertain diseases. In extremeo cases it is said
that the change in atmospheric prossure
amounts to nearly one pound on every square
inch of surface. According to Dalton, assum-
Ing that there ave 2000 sq. inches on the outer
surface of the body and about 1,400 sq. feet of
surface in the lungs, there would be a change
of pressure amounting to about 100 tons upon
the human system, consequently it appears that
atmospheric pressure must be a very important
factor in the influence of weather on henlth, as
-the amount of humidity, ozone, etc., appears to
depend upon the varying conditions of temper-
atwre and- pressure, and, except in a few in-
Stances, can hardly be_said to have an indepen-
~‘dent effect upon health. Among other in-
~ stances of the influence of the weather it is
3 well known - fact that: before yellow fever
-becqmes epidémic the temperature must have
* atlained or remained above a cerlain degree
for'a certain period; and in the last report of
the Registrar General for Ontario it is shown
that when ‘the temperature in New York was
L — 4 N

*Stare Board of Health, Mich., 1878, page 7.
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above the average of 80 degrees for the week
the deaths from all causes increased enormous-
ly, more cspecially amongst children under
years of age.

In summing up some of the results to be
derived from 2 diseussion of health statistics,
T will conclude o subject which I trust will be
well considered by all prezent. These statistics
will enable us

1st. To ascertain the influence of the weather
on health.

2nd. To determine the proportion which may
exist between the sickness-rate and the death-
rale. K

Srd. Having obtained a kvowledge of the
existence of an epidemic, to take precantionsto
prevent its spread and to mitigate its effects.

4th. To interchange this information with our
ncighbors to our mutual advantage ; and

dth. To obtain better ideas regarding the
origin and progress of disease generally.

For the data we must depend upon the
medical profession, and an intelligont publie
must grant us its support and assistance, for
as  Professor Tyndal asserts: * Lf anything
is to be donc in the wuay ol auy really
great sanitary improvement, it must be from
the people themselves,” and it appears to be a
fit subject for dizcussion as to whether the
Government should tuke immeodiate action in
this connection, or that for a time we should
continue the system which has been proposed-
and which at present is being put in operation,
A copy of the form uscd in reporting is ap.
pended,
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