
EXCU~SIOIR.

MODERN POETRV.

"And thon sw'eet Poetry! thon 1ove.liest maid,
Stili first to 1.13 where seus-Ual joys invade:
Uiîfit) iii these deg,,,eiîerate tinies of slîane
To caitchi the hieart or strike for hionest faixie,
Dear charmnii nynih, neglected and decried
My slianie in crowds, xuly solitarv, pride:
Thon source of ail mvy bliss and ail iy woe
That found'st nie poor qt first and ke.ep'st ine so
Thon guide by wvhichi the nobler arts excel
Thon nurse of every virtue, fare-tliee-well."

Thlese wvords bear the appeal of a lover of poetry wvho sawv
that, wvhen avarice aud ambition liad taken ilie place of
simplicity and contetmuneiit, poetry niust fali rapidly into
decay. The wvords as wve read themimow- aud look iii vain
throngh the Emiglisli speaking world for sone mani who 15
wvorthy to bear the nine of poet, briug, before iis flhc question,
Wliy is it thus? Surely ail are nlot under the irffluence
wvhicli Goldsmith attacks. Surely out of the inauy learued
and capable iueii wvhom we sec around us, thiere are nauy
wlio are flot affected by the vices -%vlicl lie decTies. Yet,
wvhy are thiere ino poets iu ont lanUage to-day?

XVe believe thiat the age of poetry is past. Tijie poetry is
the art of' doing by the peu wvhat the painter does by thxe
brushi - producig an illusion on the imiag,,iniation. The
huxuan mmiid iu its less perfect state wvas more sensitive to
the charins of poetry thani it is at preseut. The illusion of
the p)oet -.%as taken 'Dy the semi-barbarian as a reality. XVlieu
the old poets areunow read the illusion is takzen for au illusion,
it is ofteu looked upon as siily aixd seldoni admired. The
creative faculties are nowv gomme. Niagara wvould liave in-
spired a poein in ages grone by: to-day it is reckoned by its
horse-power.

Aniothier factor thiat plays a very important part ini poetry
is laniguagtce. Th-e language of a lialf-civilized' people is
sinipler ; it is better adapted for painting images, cousequently
it is more the langruage of the poet, thian, a more advanced
tongme. The abstracting of the scientist chanîges a language


