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Seatians are ini this respect very nîncili Jikie Englishmen ; but the Enlsmnare
a littie ini advanice

"Sir Johni Gorst. wvho was loudly cheered, said the co.,t of the schoaols of thiS
c3iitry was miaiîîly prývi(led froîti three sources. Tlie rates contrilbtited in rounid
nunîbers X4,000,000 sterling, the vohintary contributions anîaunted to £1 ,000,000,
axîid the taxes to no ]ess than £7,00,000. He wanted to sliow howv tîis great
provision-as far as mioney wvas concerned, liberal Pinaugli-was thrawn aw.V
Thli buildings u'ere there ; excellent teachers "'ve ini then ; apatuif riot
always quite saîtisfaîctory, wvas at any rate extreînily g>ood. But Nwlîerc '«ove the
childreni ? It %'as a faîct tliat iii this country on aîV* aiverage, out of fiv'e children
-%v~ho oughit to bo at schtool, there ivere mnly four there, and '«li it m«is renîleilnered
tîjat there %«el*(* places likec Long-toi, '«ere the nttendance wvas excellenit. it %vould
be seeni that there niust be nîany districts whlere it wva8 v~ery baîd ta bring t genieral
average SO, low ai. $1 per cent. If parents ail over the comntry w ere rcally alive,

* to tile truc interest-, of their children, regularity of attendance at se.liotl w<iuld not
iieed any laîv to enforce it. But tliere '«as a law. 1hi- nation at large, having
provided schoolis and teachiers, haîd a righ t to require ti( children's attendance.

*Only three excuses for non-attendance '«ere alloved. The flrst '«as that a ehlild
w -s being satisfactorily taught elseivhere, the second -%vas sickness. u tetir
%vas that no sehool e\isted wvithin a distance-usually puit ait two nîiiles-whlicli

*the child could conveniently aîttend. But aîthougli this lawv existed, it %vias very
iniperfectly enfcorced. In nînny places where education wvas îaast wvantcd jusqtices
whvlo '«ere supposed to administer the law very frequent.ly refused ta) canviet anil
implose the fines i'hichi the la"' 1 rescribedl ; and iii nakny districts, particularly ini
rural districts, the attendance ofrîcers appointed o-stensibly to s-,e the law carried
ont, '«ere appointed really to taîkze caîre that the law should ho viailatetl withi
inîpuity. (L-taghter.) Ile could produce nuineraus; cases, particularly ini country

pa ws*.'here the miemnbers of the School l3uards themiselv'es '«cire the greatest
*violators; of tic law, and wvhere the attendance offiver lane'« very '«cil iha-a hoe onilv

held i-)lacte on condition thiat le sliauld not. put thîe lam, in force. (Ptenewed
laughiter.) It '«as ir-regularity of attendaîîce, '«bich, ilost kzelt down Uic -fricienoey
of a schîool, and caused wvaste lunUiceîprov'ision mnale by the public for eduication.
What %vas done ini this niatter abrlad ? We could net have a better exanifple i.bami
Swvitzerhînid, a republie of %vorkers '«hiclh for its size expor-cd 111re nianfactutres
than any country in Elurop)e. What did its; gaverinînent, whichi wwa. îi'ely
deniocratic, ani carried on for the. beiiefit of the workers, do about ed1ucaîtioan? If
a boýy or a girl did iîot trr;ve at schîoal on any. particul-r day, tlii' parent nlext
niorniîxg g-ot notice froin a public authority that lie had beemi fined so nîany francs.
(Laughter.) If hoe did îîot --end the ehild. ta scboo) thc second day, hoe %vais finied
*111 increased amount, ili by the tinie Uic. child had been absenýit. twvo or tlîrce days,
the parent hiad -Tca13' a serions suini to pay. The consecquence ivas that iii
Switzerland thie eildreji have aîften long distances to go ta scdi cl, and waould
Jaugli at aur îirolîibitory two niiiles tlîey seldoîn absenited tiienîsqelves ait :111. The

* Th'rd law of Great Britaiîî, that a child shaultl attend betweeîî thec ages cf five
and fourteen V'eare, %vas an excellent law, but tlîat law '«as miade of nolle effert hýy
the exempîtionîs, whîich '«ove eNtrcîîîely lîxtricate and puzzling. Vp ta the .1-e cf
.eleven yeaîrs aIl wvaîs plain,. lutit aîfter it, age of cheven thiere '«(rt, twa dlistinîct
doors; o['en by ivliicli a chihd could escape sclhool. Fiiîst. of ail1, thîe clîild could
beroine a hialf-tiiîuer, aîîd go ta ivork ini factory or wavrkslop, on conîditiaon af
aîttcn<ling schîool foi huatf the day. Saîîîetinîes file stanidard i«as flxed loca
b.v-l.iw.s for thîls exemption fronti attendance foir half the da-y, buit thîcse local 1iw-
lawvs presented theic îîost extraordinarýy vai , iîîgiic thie standtard arnyting
fronm the firs;t ta Ihie fifth. '1here '«ere 91 panishes vhîichi madel the standardl far
pariitial Px*nîlptian ie fist staînd ard -(lautictr)-th ce %ver* 1,513 parishes aîîul
28 mniicip;al h)orauI-1s '«hici madie the~ se(cond stn-dthie staiqazrdl o-f piartial


